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Hon. J. Mci. THOMSON: Not at the
present time.

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: Was that not
provided for under an amending Act somse
time ago,

Hon. J. McI. THOMSON: No. I inquired
about that, but such is not the case. On
numerous other occasions apart from
board meetings, these members meet to
carry out the business of the board and
develop the port of Albany. Members,
no doubt, will accept what the Minister
has said; and what I have had to say Is,
I am sure, of Interest to the House. The
chairman of the board, Mr. Bolt, is also
a member of the Australian Port Auth-
ority. He has bad occasion to leave the
State many times, and when he is away he
acts in the interests of the port of Albany.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

Bill read a third time and passed.

ADJOURNMENT-SPECIAL.
THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. 0.

Fraser-West): I move-
That the House at its rising adjourn

till 2.15 p.m- today.
Question Put and passed.

noise adjourned at 1.30 a.mn. (Friday).

?Pigioaftiue Anormbl3J
Thursday, 24th November. 1955.

FIRST PERIOD.
CONTENTS. page

Questions : West Australian Steel Products,
Ltd., liability and security .. ...2091

Hospitals, (a) dispensing or drugs and
medicinal preparations ... I..2092

(b) regional building, Geraldion. .. 2092
Roads, (a) widening of Harbourne-aL.,

Wembley..... ............ 2002
(b) expenditure and allocation of

funds, Old Coast-rd. .. ...2092
Bunbury fisherman's jetty, provision ...2093
Secondary Industries, establishment at

Dunbury.................... 2093
Education, (a), new State school, Love-

grove Avenue, Bunbury .. ...2098
(b), resumption of land for school

purposes, Lovegrove Avenue, Bun-
bury .............. ....... 2094

Collie coal, supply to State Government.. 2094
Betting, eviction of tenants for shop

accommodation .. ... 2094
Petrol, difference In grades ... 2094
West Kimberley stock route, sinking of

bores ... .. . ... .. 2094
Kwlnana, land trTb aeso

Anst., fty., LtdW . 209
Rural & Industries Bank, apportionment

of advances..........2095
Annual Estimates, 1955-56, Corn. of Supply,

Votes and Items discussed ... 2098
Motion :Pensions and superannuation, expert

committee of investigation. .. .. I..2143
Standing Orders Committee, consideration 2142

of report .... .. ... . .. 2142
Bilks: Albany Harbour Board Act Amend-

ment, Message, 2r., remaining
stages ... .. ... .. 2095

Public Service Act Amendment, Message,
2r., remaining stages ... .. 2096
returned.............. ..... 1233

Trustees Act Amendment (No. 2), 2r.,
remaining stages 2097

Town Planning and Development Act
Amendment, Message, 2r., remain-
Ing stages 2116

Acts Amendment (Allowances and
Salaries Adjustment), returned ...2133

Marketing of Eggs Act Amendment, re-
turned .. ... .. ... 2183

Administration Act Amendment, Conn-
elirs amendments .. ... ... 2935

Licensing Act Amendment (No. 3), r. 2142
Adjournment, special .. .. .. 2148

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 2.15
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.
WEST AUSTRALIAN STEEL

PRODUCTS, LTD.
Liability and SecurtyI.

Hon. L. THORN asked the Treasurer:
(1) What Is the nature of the Govern-

ment and the Rural & Industries Bank in-
Werest in,6 and actual or contingent liability
in respect of West Australian Steel Pro-
ducts, LWd.
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(2) What security is held in respect of
same?

(3) What steps have been taken to pro-
tect the interests of the Government and
the Rural & Industries Bank?

(4) What loss, if any, is expected by the
Government and the Rural & Industries
Bank?

(5) (a) Is the Government satisfied with
the administration of the company?

(b) If not, what action is proposed?
The TREASURER replied:
(1) A loan of £20,000 has been made to

the company through the Rural & In-
dustries Bank.

(2) Registered second charge by way of
mortgage and debenture over the whole
of the company's assets.

(3) A prior charge on the company's
assets is held by a trading bank which, in
conjunction with a creditors' committee,
is exercising close supervision of the com-
pany's affairs. The Government is being
kept in close touch with the position.

(4) Any loss will depend on the future
activities of the company.

(5) (a) and (b) In view of the super-
vision maintained by the trading bank and
creditors' committee, the Government feels
that satisfactory control is being exer-
cised.

HOSPITALS.
(a) Dispensing of Drugs and

Medicinal Preparations.
Mr. CORNELL asked the Minister for

Health:
(1) Adverting to question No. 11, ans-

wered on the 22nd November, wherein he
stated that medicinal preparations are not
compounded at Government and commit-
tee hospitals, but that they were dispensed
by the nursing staff in accordance with the
Instructions of the patient's medical ad-
viser, is he aware that doctors from Mer-
redin, Northam, Wagin, Bridgetown, Den-
mark, Donnybrook. Collie. Narrogin, Man-
jlmup and Bunbury have all stated in
writing to the Pharmaceutical Guild that
they do not supervise in any way the
dispensing of medicines at the hospitals in
their respective centres?

(2) In view of this will he give an as-
surance that the dispensing of all drugs
and medicines in country hospitals, par-
ticularly those supplied under the Phar-
maceutical Benefits Scheme, will be car-
ried out only by qualified pharmaceutical
chemists?

The MINISTER replied:
I am aware that the Pharmaceutical

Guild approached several doctors and ob-
tained statements from them.

Prom subsequent statements obtained by
the department from the doctors in Mer-
redin, it was obvious that the word "dis-
pense could be variously interpreted, but
it was clear that nursing staffs were not

performing any function of dispensing
medicines beyond their qualifications or
contrary to the meaning of the National
Health Act.

The system employed in our hospitals
has been approved by the Commonwealth
Department of Health.

(b,) Regional Building, Geraldton.
Mr. SEWELL asked the Minister for

Health:
Can he say what progress has been

made with the plans for levelling and grad-
ing the site for the regional hospital at
Oeraldton as was promised a deputation
from Geraldton recently?

The MINISTER replied:
This matter is now being Investigated

by the Principal Architect.

ROADS.
(a) Widening of Harbourne-st., Wernbleyj.

Mr. JOHNSON asked the minister for
Police:

(1) Is he aware of the accident in which
a schoolboy was hurt in Harbourne-st.,
Wembley, on the 22nd November, 1955?

(2) Can it be suggested that one of the
causes of the numerous accidents in this
street is the narrowness of the surface?

(3) Will he use his influence with the
responsible authorities to speed up the
widening of this street to cope safely with
the traffic?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) 1 have been advised of this acci-

dent.
(2) There have been 20 vehicular acci-

dents in this street during the last six
months, but the nature of these accidents
suggests the motorists concerned were
not driving as carefully as they should have
been, and does not show that the road
surface in any way contributed to the col-
lisions.

(3) I will ask the Minister for Local Gov-
ernment to confer with the Perth City
Council regarding the widening of this
road, as the volume of traffic using this
road indicates the need for an increase
in the width of it.

(b) Expenditure and Allocation of Funds.
Old Coast-rd.

Mr. ROBERTS asked the Minister for
Works:

(1) What moneys have been expended
from funds provided by the Main Roads
Department, on the Old Coast-rd. in the
Mandurah, Murray, Drakesbrook, Harvey
and Bunbury areas, during the years
1949-50, 1950-51, 1951-52, 1952-53, 1953-54,
1954-55?

(2) In view of this road's importance
from both agricultural and tourist as-
pects, what funds have been allocated for
expenditure in the various areas during
this financial Year?
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The MINISTER replied:
The particulars required are as follows:-

L1

Local Authority. 1949--50. 1 1950-51. 1951-52. 1952-53. 11953-54. 1954-55. 1 Total.

Maudurab- £ E E f £ f
Road .1 ... ... 870 1,330 1,200 130 1,880 8,580
Bridge .... 2,180 48,420 39,270 40I 90,310

... 3,050 49,750 40,470 1,740 1,880 96890
Draesboo ... ... ... ... 480 480

Hrvkeyb.ook 500 3,080 5,070 5,600 14,250
Bunbury 220 ... 2,750 5,210 920 2,500 I 11,800

Grand Total .... .... ... f___ 1 ______ 123,220

2.

landurah ..
Harvey ..
Drakesbrook
Bunbury ..

£8,500
£4,600
£2,000

£550

BUNBUTIY FISHERMAN'S JETTY.
Provision.

Mr. ROBERTS asked the Minister for
Works:

(1) Has the building of a fisherman's
landing jetty, together with proper and
adequate boat slipping facilities ever been
considered for Bunbury?

(2) If so, what are the details of such
works in regard to location, size and anti-
cipated cost and what would be the
capacity of the slip?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) The estimated cost in 1941 of a

jetty was £2,500 on a site near the break-
water.

No estimate was made for a slipway.

SECONDARY INDUSTRIES.

Establlsbng at Bunbury.

Mr. ROBERTS asked the Minister for
industrial Development:

(1) Has any company or individual ap-
proached the Government in the last three
years with a view to establishing a
secondary industry'In or In close proxim-
ity to Bunbury?

(2) if so, what are the names of such
companies or individuals and the nature
of their proposed industries?

(3) if not, what endeavours have been
made by the Government to encourage
secondary industries to Bunbury or its
hinterland?

(4) if endeavours were made, what
were the types of industries approached?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) NO.
(2) Answered by No. (1).
(3) Considerable public works, with im-

provements to harbours, transport and
power supplies have made conditions
throughout the South West more attrac-
tive to industry. In addition, the Premier
has announced that industry wishing to
establish outside the metropolitan area
wrnl receive every consideration from the
Government. The potentiality of Bunbury
and its hinterland is frequently indicated
to industrialists by departmental officers.

(4) No more definite endeavours have
been made than are indicated in the reply
to No. (3).

EDUCATION.
(a) New State School, Lovegrove Avenue,

Bunbury.

Mr. ROBERTS asked the Minister for
Education:

(1) Have plans been drawn up for a
new State school to be erected on a site
in Lovegrove Avenue, known as St. Clair's
Private Hospital?

(2) If so, when is it proposed to com-
mnence work on the erection of the new
school?

(3) What is the anticipated cost of the
project?

(4) How many classrooms will com-
prise the new school?

The INISTER replied:

(1) and (2) No.

(3) The approximate cost will not be
known until Plans have been finalised.

(4) The Present intention Is to erect a
four-roomed school.
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(b) Resumption of Land for School Pur-
poses, Love grove Avenue, Bunbury.

Mr. ROBERTS asked the Minister for
Works:

(1) Was certain land known as St.
Clair's Private Hospital, Lovegrove Avenue,
Sunbury, resumed for school purposes?

(2) If so-
(a) what was the date of resump-

tion;
(b) what was the total area re-

sumed;
(ce) what was the total price paid;
(d) is this land still held for the

Purpose for which it was re-
sumed?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Ca) The 6th August. 1943.

(b) 5 acres, 1 rood. 5.8 perches.
(c) By arrangement, the owner is

continuing in occupation of the
premises and consequently no
compensation has been paid to
date.

(d) Yes.

COLLIE COAL.
Sunli to State Government.

Mr. COURT asked the Premier:
Would he advise the House of details

of tenders received and under considera-
tion by a Cabinet sub-committee for sup-
plies of Collie coal to the State Govern-
ment?

The PREMIER replied:
It is not thought advisable to do as

suggested at the present time.

BETTING.
Eviction of Tenants for Shop

Accommodation.
Hon. C. F. J. NORTH asked the Minister

for Police:
(1) Will he clarify his announcement

to the effect that betting premises must
not involve evictions?

(2) Was he referring to the eviction of
tenants from dwelling-houses only, or
evictions of any type as from shops?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) No such announcement was made

either by the Betting Control Board or
myself.

(2) The board has no authority to inter-
vene as between landlords and tenants but
if the granting of a betting shop licence
involved the eviction of a family from a
dwelling-house, the circumstances of the
case would be considered by the board
before deciding whether the premises
0-hould be licensed or not.

PETROL.

Difference in Grades.

Hon. A. F. WATTS asked the Minister
for Mines:

(1) Has he noticed allegations in the
Press that despite the difference in price.
there is actually no difference in the two
grades of petrol now offered to the pub-
lic?

(2) In order to establish the untruth
or otherwise of these allegations, will he
make early arrangements for an analyst
from his, or some other, department to
acquire samples of both grades, and re-
port thereon?

(3) Whatever the result of such analyses,
will he make the report public?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) Yes.

(2) and (3) The matter has been dis-
cussed by a Government technical oil com-
mittee and I am advised that the only
practical results could be obtained by con-
ducting an exhaustive trial under closely
comparable conditions. It is apparently
claimed that there is a difference in the
octane rating of the two petrols, and to
determine octane rating requires a special-
ised type of engine and there is, I believe,
only one of these privately owned in the
State.

WEST KIMBERLEY STOCK ROUTE.

Sinking of Bores.

Mr. RHATIGAN asked the Minister for
Works:

(1) What progress has been made with
the sinking of bores, and the equipping
of these bores on the new West Kimberley
stock route?

(2) Is it anticipated that the provision
of watering points on this stock route
will be completed for the 1956 droving
season?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) At the western end of the route
bores have been sunk at Yabbergoody and
Deep Well. Materials for both these are
at Derby; the Yabbergoody bore is mostly
equipped and work is following on the
Deep Well bore.

Two bores have been sunk successfully
at the Fitzroy Crossing end and equipments
for these are now in Derby. Erection will
follow an the completion of the Deep

Well bore.

Arrangements for the sinking of an ad-
ditional two bores are In hand.

(2) Yes.
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KWINANA.

Land for rube Makers of Australia
Ptp. Ltd.

Ron. A. V. R. ABBOTT asked the Mini-
lster for Industrial Development:

(1) When did Tube Makers of Auas-
tralia Pty. LWd. first approach the Govern-
ment for the purpose of obtaining land at
Kwinana with a view to carrying on busi-
ness there?

(2) Does the Goverrnent consider the
establishment of the industry carried on
by Tube Makers of Australia Pty. LWd.
would be a valuable addition to Western
Australian secondary industries?

(3) Has the approach to the Government
resulted in the company obtaining land at
Swinana?

(4) if not, why not?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) Verbally in June, 1952. 01
August, 1953.

(2) Yes.

(3) A suitable site has been
the company, but no agreement
chase has been entered into.

(4) Answered by No. (3).

RURAL & INDUSTRIESB
Apportionment of Advanc

Mr. COURT asked the Mini
Lands:

What is the approximate appoi
of advances by the Rural &
Bank as at the 30th June. 1954,
30th September, 1955, as betwee

(a) primary industry;
(b) secondary industry;
(c) housing loans;
(d) governmental and

bodies;
Ce) personal accounts;
(f) other accounts?

The MINISTER replied:

The Rural & industries Bank
record a classification of advanc
30th September in any year, but
cord these figures as at the 30th
the 31st December.

Therefore the figures suppliedI
to this quest iion are for the perk
the 30th June, 1954. and the 3(
1955.

flcially in

off ered to

(a)
(b)
(C)
(d)
(e)
(f)

30th June, 1954. 30th June, 1955.
£ 1

5,801,937
3,025,047
1,024,758

678
243,174

1.074,918

£10,970,512

6,345,541
3,025,978
1,206,342

444,757
1,214,712

£12,237,330

These figures do not include advances
to primary producers as the agent of the
Commonwealth Government under the
Commonwealth Re-establishment Act,
1945, and the War Service Land Settlement
Act as the funds for such advances are
recouped from the Commonwealth Govern-
ment.

BILL-ALBANY HARBOUR BOARD
ACT AMENDMENT.

Message.

-Message from the Governor received and
read recommending appropriation for the
purposes of the Bill.

Second Reading.

tor pur- THE MINISTER FOR ]INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT (Hon. L. F. Kelly-Mer-
redin-Yilgarn) [2.34] in moving the second
reading said: This Bill aims to bring a
section of the Albany Harbour Board Act

ANK. into line with the legislative provisions
applying to the Premantle Harbour Trust

es. in regard to the payment of fees and
istr fr allowances to the chairman and members
iste forof the board.

The parent Act which was originally
rtionment passed in 1926 contains a provision which
Industries limits the fees payable in any year to £100
and the for the chairman and £50 pounds for mem-
n- bers. No doubt at the time the limit was

quite generous but it is now inadequate.
At present the chairman receives £2 los.
and members £1 17s. 6d. per meeting, and
as the board meets twice a, month this
amounts to £60 annually for the chairman

statutory and £45 for members on the basis of 24
meetings a year. As meetings involve at
least half a day and of ten longer, it will
be seen that by today's standards mem-
bers are not highly remunerated.

However, the board has apparently been
very modest in its request for increased
fees as the limitations imposed by the Act

does not in 1926 are only just being felt. While the
es to the chairman Is Still within the limit of the
does re- Act the members are Virtually at the mai-

June and mum and at Present their request for in-
creased fees cannot be dealt with. This
Bill therefore Proposes to repeal Section 12

.n answer of the principal Act which limits the fees.
ids ended ahd to insert a new Paragraph providing
)th June, for the making of a regulation to prescribe

the fees Payable to the chairman and
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members and the total amount which may THE MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
be paid in any year. The position will still
be adequately safeguarded as. in line with
other boards and committees, any proposal
for increasing fees and allowances will
first be considered by Treasury officers
and then the regulation will have to be
approved by the Governor and tabled in
both Houses of Parliament in the normal
manner. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

MRl. HILL (Albany) (2.37): 1 support
the second reading of the Bill and I am
sure all members will do the same. It is
unreasonable to expect these men to do
a job of work and not be paid on present-
day values.

Mr. Hearman: It depends on the size
of the job.

Mr. HILLT: In reply to the interjection
from the member for Blackwood, I might
explain that this is a big and important
job and the members of the Albany Har-
bour Board have done a great service to
the State. We must not Judge the work
of the board by the number of meetings
its members attend. The chairman of the
board is Mr. C. E. Bolt. He is one of the
permanent committee of the Australian
Port Authorities, which consists of seven
members Including leading port adminis-
trators of Australia.

Another member is Mr. C. Beasjou, who
lives about 50 miles from Albany, which
means that he must travel nearly 100
miles every time he wishes to attend a
meeting of the board. Mr. Beasjou went
over East and Put in his time learning
all he could about the ports in the dif-
ferent States of the Commonwealth. I
am very -pleased with the work that has
been done by the Albany Harbour Board.
The members of the board have an im-
portant job ahead of them, and I feel sure
they will give of their best in tackling it.
I support the Bill and I hope other mem-
bers will do the same.

HON. J. B. SLEEMAN (Fr'emantle)
[2.38]: 1 would like to know whether this
is the usual way to fix the salaries of
members of boards. It seems to me to
be a peculiar way to do it. I understood
the Minister to say that the Treasury
officials would fix the salary and that it
would be Prescribed by regulation. I think
we ought to know how much these mem-
bers will get. It may not be enough. For
Instance, in an important board, like the
Albany Harbour Board, the members
should conceivably get more. Not long ago
there was an increase in the salary of the
members of the Fremantle Harbour Trust.
but it was not left to the Treasury of-
ficials to adjust, nor was it done by regu-
lationi. We fxed it here. I would like to
know therefore whether this is the usual
way of doing business.

DEVELOPMENT (Hon. L. F. Kelly-Mer-
redin-yilgarn-in reply) [2.39]: The mem-
ber for Fremnantle asked whether this was
the usual way of doing business, and I
would reply that it is. The main concern
on this occasion is that the members
should get enough and not too little. I
think the Treasury officials could be relied
upon to do that job efficiently. In any
case both Houses of Parliament would
have an opportunity of reviewing the legis-
lation and altering what they might con-
sider to be an injustice from the point
of view of the chairman or members con-
cerned.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committtee, etc.
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

Bill read a third time and transmitted
to the Council.

BILL-PUBLIC SERVICE ACT
AMENDMENT.

Message.
Message from the Governor received and

read recommending appropriation for the
purposes of the Bill.

Second Reading.

THE PREMIER (Hon. A. Rt. G. Hawke
-Northam) [2.42] in moving the second
reading said: This Bill is being introduced
following the defeat in this House during
the week of the Bill which proposed to
set up a Public service board in place of
the Public service commissioner system.
As a result of the defeat of that Bill, it
becomes necessary to provide for an ex-
tension of the term of the Public Service
Commissioner for a period of less than
seven years.

Under the Public Service Act the term
of apPolntmenut for a public service com-
missioner on first appointment is seven
years, and every subsequent term is for
te same period. As the Bill to set up

the proposed public service board will
be brought before Parliament again next
Year it is desirable that we should pre-
serve the position which now exists In law
of being able to appoint the Public Ser-
vice Commissioner for a term of less than
seven years.

It could very well be that the Bill to
set UP the public service board would be
accepted by Parliament next year, and in
view of that probability it is necessary
to Provide In the Bill before us, as Par-
liament did last year, for the Public Ser-
vice Commissioner to be appointed for a
term of less. than seven Years. The Bill
Provides that the term of the Public Ser-
vice Commissioner may be extended up to
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the 31st December, 1958. That does not
necessarily mean that the person now hold-
ing the appointment of Public Service
Commissioner will be given a term for
the whole of next year or any part of it.
although that is almost certain.

The Bill does not deal with the situa-
tion in that way; it will create the oppor-
tunity for appointing the Public Service
Commissioner for any period up to the 31st
December next, That is a very necessary
move to be made at this stage. If it Is
not made, the Government would have no
option but to appoint either the present
Public Service Commissioner or some
other person to that position and give him
a term of seven years. Obviously, if that
situation arose and developed, the pro-
posed public service board could not be set
up for at least seven years from now un-
less the Government responsible for set-
ting up such a board next year was pre-
pared to pay the Public Service Commis-
sioner, say, six years' compensation. I
move-

That the Bill be now read a
second time.

HON. SIR ROSS MeLARTY (Murray)
[2.46): When the Bill to amend the Public
Service Act was defeated this week it was
known that a measure of this kind would
have to be introduced. For that reason
I have no objection to the Hill before us
being passed. I think it is likely that when
Parliament meets next year the setting up
of a public service board will be agreed to.
It may be that when full consideration Is
given to the other provisions contained in
the Bill, a number of them will be adopted.

The time at the disposal of members
during this session to consider the Bill
that had been defeated, a Bill with 47
clauses, was so short that we did not feel
justified in dealing with it. I do not think
that members of the Public Service will
suffer any hardship or disabilities because
that Bill was defeated. In view of all the
circumstances, I support the second read-
ing of the present measure.

Question Put and Passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.
~Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

Bill read a third time and transmitted
to the Council.

BILL-TRUSTEES ACT AMIENDMKENT
(No. 2).

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING (Hon.
H. E. Graham-East Perth) [2.501 in
moving the second reading said: This

measure was introduced in the Legiislative
Council and agreed to without any opposi-
tion being expressed. It seeks Merely to
amend the Act to permit trustees of. for
example, superannuation funds to lend
moneys to the Fire Brigades Board to en-
able it to proceed with some of the es-
sential works pertaining to its activities.
The board has experienced difficulty in
raising funds and it is hoped that this
measure will overcome the difficulty.
Action similar to this has been taken in
Victoria.

'The Under Treasurer of this State has
recommended the course that led to this
legislation being prepared. I may mention
that any borrowing that may be under-
taken as a consequence of the passing of
the Bill will be subject to the Loan Council
when that body is determining the amount
of money to be borrowed for the States.
There is nothing controversial in the pro-
posal; it is merely a machinery measure to
assist the board the better to carry out
its essential works. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

HON. A. V. Rt. ABBOTT (Mt. Lawley)
[2.521: Most members are aware that the
Trustees Act sets out a number of invest-
ments in which a trustee who is not other-
wise directed by the terms of the will or
trust may invest, and they are commonly
known as trust investments. The most
usual ones are Government bonds and
land on first mortgage, and the object is to
preserve the funds of the estate. The
person creating the trust may authorise
the trustee to invest in any security he
likes, but the list authorised by the Act of
1900 contains the following:-

(a) In any of the parliamentary stocks,
or public funds, or Government
securities of the United Kingdom.
or of the Commonwealth, or of
any of the Australasian colonies;

(b) on mortgage of real estate in
Western Australia;

(c) in debentures, or other securities
charged on the funds or property
of any municipality in Western
Australia;

(d) on fixed deposits in any incor-
porated or joint stock bank car-
rying on business in Western
Australia;

(e) in any security, or manner author-
ised by any Act heretofore in force
and not hereby repealed;

(f) in the debenture or preference
stock of any company now or
hereafter carrying on business in
Western Australia, arid certified
by notice In the "Gazette", signed



I ASSEMBLY. I

by the Colonial Treasurer, as a
company in the stock of which
trustees may invest;

(g) in any of the stocks, funds, or
securities for the time being
authorised for the investment of
cash under the control or subject
to the order of the court, and may
also from time to time vary any
such investment.

The Minister for Housing: In 1951, an
addition was made to that list to include
securities guaranteed by certain Govern-
ments or shares in building societies.

H-on. A. V. R. ABBOTT: That is so.The following are the additions made in
that year-

(h) in any security in respect of which
repayment of the amount secured
and payment of interest thereon
is guaranteed by the Parliament
of the United Kingdom or the
Commonwealth or the State or any
of the other States of the Com-
monwealth or of New Zealand;

(I) In the shares of any Incorporated
building society now or hereafter
carrying on business in Western
Australia, and certified by notice
in the "Gazette", signed by the
Treasurer, as a society in the
shares of which trustees may in-
vest.

The Minister for Justice: This proposal
will merely add to the list.

Hon. A. V. K. ABBOTT: Yes. Now we
have this proposal to include debentures
or other securities which are a charge upon
the property and revenue of the Fire Bri-
gades Board, but then only after investi-
gation and certification by the Treasurer.
From a practical point of view, after a
trust stock had been investigated and cer-
tified as being a fit and proper investment
for a trust estate, I cannot believe that any
Government would not come to the rescue
of that trust estate if anything unforeseen
happened. Of course, the Government
would not be legally bound by the Act to do
this, but I cannot believe that any invest-
ment made after Investigation. and certi-
fication by Government officials, with the
authority of the Government, would be
permitted to suffer loss because of syome
happening. I consider that the additional
investment now proposed represents a good
trust investment, and it will permit of a
wider range of trust securities being avail-
able as well as being of assistance to the
board. I see no objection to the Bill, and
support the second reading.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Cominitee. etc.
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

BIll read a third time and passed.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1955-56.
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the previous day; Mr. J.
Hegney in the Chair.

Vote-Public Works and Buildings,
;C1158,230:

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
J. T. Tonkin-Melville) [3.0]: 1 intro-
duce the Estimates of this department
with considerable pleasure because I1 feel
that it has a record of achievement of which
it can very well be proud. Consideration
has been given more particularly to water
supplies throughout the State, with very
satisfactory results,

The comprehensive water scheme which
forms a major part of the work of the
department has been pushed on with con-
siderable expedition, and the pipeline from
Wellington Dam to Narrogin is now ap-
proximately only five miles from Narrogin.
So, we can confidently expect that very
early in the new year it will be possible
to turn on scheme water at Narrogin. I
know that event will give great pleasure
to the member for the district, as, indeed,
It will to the people who reside there, and
to the department.

Mr. Nalder: In what month did you
say you expected it?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I did
not say any month; I said, very early
in the new year.

Hon. D. Brand: It should not take long
to go five miles.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No. A
little mental calculation would soon en-
able one to aive at the approximate
date, but there is many a slip twixt the
cup and the lip, so it is not wise to make
a definite pronouncement until the date Is
absolutely certain.

Hon. V. Doney: Are you anticipating
any obstructions?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am
not anticipating the slightest difficulty,
either physically or politically.

Hon. D. Brand: That would not affect
the date of the elections, would it?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
pumping stations at Mundaring, Narrogin,
Kelierberrin and Cunderdin have been
under consideration, and are well on the
way. Kalgoorlie has been given an ad-
ditional 25,000,000 gallon storage reservoir.
The comprehensive scheme has been ex-
tended to Narembeen, and that town has
been given a supply of water. Pipes are
now being taken to the laying gangs work-
ing on the extension southward to IKon-
dinin, and excellent progress is being made
in connection with that portion of the
comprehensive scheme. Farm lands south-
ward from Merredin are shortly to be re-
ticulated.
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The department's activities have by no
means been confined to the comprehen-
sive scheme as there has, with regard to
individual schemes in separate country
towns, been considerable activity in regard
to water supplies elsewhere. New schemes
have been put into operation at Kala-
munda, Port Hedland, Three Springs and
Carnamah; and quite recently I had the
pleasure of having the water turned on
at Wongan Hills.

At the same time as these operations
have been going on, work has been pro-
ceeding in connection with a supply of
water for Tambellup and it will be my
pleasure, God willing, to be at Tambellup,
in the presence of the member for the
district, the member for Stirling, on Fri-
day of next week when the water will be
turned on there. In addition to this work.
great improvements have been effected at
Bridgetown.

For many years Bridgetown has been
a weak spot in the water supply system
of this State, and though it is an area in
which there is a considerable rainfall, it
was invariably the experience of the people
of the district to be under severe water
restrictions each summer. I recall that
within a few hours of this Government
taking office I received a demand from
Bridgetown to go there and meet the
people. When I found it possible to go,
they spoke very plainly about the fact
that they thought they had been neglected
for many years.

They said that although they were in
a fairly good rainfall area they neverthe-
less were much worse off than were people
in some places with a lesser rainfall. I
told the people at that time that it was
not possible, immediately, to put in a
scheme, but that their difficulties were
recognised and every effort would be made
to do something to solve the problem. I
am pleased to be able to say that some
progress has been made in that direction.
It Is not as much as I would have liked
because adequate funds were not avail-
able, but nevertheless substantial progress
has been made.

Hon. V. Doney: Do you know just how
the leakage that they have had over the
years can be stopped?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: What
we have done is to commence a new
scheme to provide water from Millstream
and so augment the supply, and when
that scheme is completed Bridgetown will
be in a much improved position. Although
the scheme is not yet completed, it is ex-
pected that this summer, even if it Is as
long as the one last year, the position in
Bridgetown, because of the improvements
that have been effected, will be immeasur-
ably better than it was then. im-
provements have also been effected in the
water supplies at Albany, Geraldton and

Collie where long outstanding diffIculties
have been overcome. Local supplies at
Katanning. Onowangerup, Pinjarra-

Hon. Sir Ross MeLarty: Hear, hear!

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: -Man-
jimup and Broome have been improved
and in some of the large centres where
there was considerable criticism about
rates being charged for water that could
not be delivered, the cause for the criti-
cism has been removed.

It was the policy of the department
under my control to refuse to increase
valuations or rates in districts where it
was not possible to supply the quantity
of water for which the people were pay-
ing. Although quite naturally the ac-
countant recommended that where a
scheme was not paying its way, the valua-
tions should be brought up to date and
the rates increased In order to reduce the
losses, I refused in every Instance to
charge people for water that we could not
deliver. I did that on the principle that
we had no right to make increases in
rates unless we gave the people the water
for which they were to be asked to pay.

So, we held a situation like that in a
number of towns, and it was only when
we were able to supply the quantity of
water for which rates were being paid.
*that I agreed to increases in valuation with
consequent increases in rating. The vari-
ous districts must have appreciated that.
because whilst criticism was quite exten-
sive in the early months of the life of this
Government, there has been no such criti-
cism during the last 18 months or two
years. That was because the people ap-
preciated that we were doing our best
to overcome the shortages and were not in-
creasing the rates in the meantime.

Mr. Nalder: The very wet weather con-
ditions have helped a lot in the last twelve
months.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: They
did not help us last summer, and one
does not as a rule experience much dif-
ficulty in the winter.

Mr. Nalder: But we had the biggest
floods on record.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: True,
but up to that stage the wet weather con-
ditions did not help us very much and.
normally, during the winter period there
is no trouble. We will experience the bene-
fit of the abnormally wet winter when the
summer does come along because, fortu-
nately for the State, the storages are In
excellent condition, the only weak spot
being Morawa, where the position is par-
ticularly bad, the storage capacity being
about 8,000.000 gallons while, in fact, there
is only about 2.000.000 gallons of water in
the dam. Apart from that, the storage
position is excellent and this year we could
have filled Mundaring twice. It was only
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last week that the dam stopped overflow-
ing, which was a most remarkable situa-
tion so late in the year.

This indicates how fortunately the State
is placed this year with regard to water
storage. It has not been possible to do
very much in the way of irrigation and
drainage. I had to determine quite early
in the piece whether we would be able to
spend any money on drainage at all, and
it was perfectly obvious that if we expected
to be able to push on and solve the water
supply Problems in those places where
they existed, we would require all the
money we had at our disposal for that
purpose. And so, although it is freely re-
cognised that drainage is desirable and
necessary in many districts, and ordinarily
would have been undertaken, the finan-
cial position was such that it would not
have been sound policy-in my view-to
have expended money on drainage works
and to have left urgent water supply
works unattended to.

Mr. Ackland: Will the Mlinister give
some indication of what has been done
in regard to gauging the Gingin brook?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The de-
partment, as the member for Greenough
knowvs, is constantly engaged in obtaining
data with regard to the existence of water
supplies and their possible potential. We
have been gauging the flow of the Gingin
brook for several years and we now have
computations which indicate fairly reli-
ably the optimum draw which we could ex-
pect to get from that source if we put in
the scheme which has been suggested for
that part of the State. At this stage con-
sideration has indicated that we would
have to find some supplementary source of
supply if a fully adequate scheme were to
be established there. We are now await-
ing the oportune time as it is not much
good looking for these supplies when there
is a lot of subsoil water, and so we are
waiting until the summer is somewhat
advanced, when we will go further into this
question and examine some of the sug-
gestions which were put to us on the occa-
sion of the deputation which met me some
few months ago.

Although, as I have said, it was not pos-
sible to do very much in the way of irriga-
tion and drainage, as the money was
required for water supply purposes, never-
theless important works have been carried
out in the Harvey No. 2 area and also, as
members know, in the Wilson-Torbay area.
Projected works this financial year in re-
gard to drainage will not require a large
amount of money because, as I have said,
it was considered inadvisable to utilise
funds for that purpose when they were so
urgently required for water supply exten-
sions.
* However, it is intended to proceed with
the raising of the wall of the Wellington
Dam. Preparatory to this work being
undertaken, the dam was drained and new

valves fitted so that it will not be neces-
saxy to do that work again and we will be
able to Proceed when the level of the
water is such as to make that work pos-
sible. There has been £15,000 set aside for
expenditure in that connection and so it
will be seen that, true to the undertaking
which I gave quite early, the department
has given the highest possible priority to
water supply work and our activities have
not been confined to any one portion of
the State.

We have carried out this work in the dis-
tricts where we considered the problem to
be most urgent and where there were
already substantial commitments. We re-
garded it as essential to push on, as well
as we could, with the comprehensive
scheme and for the first time since that
scheme was drawn up the department set
itself a target date and decided how much
work it would aim to do each financial
year. Unfortunately, our plans have been
interfered with substantially; firstly, be-
cause the Commonwealth declined to agree
to meet the full cost of the comprehensive
scheme, or to subsidise us, £ for £, up to
the anticipated expenditure of £10,000,000,
and indicated that it would not go beyond
£8,000,000. While that is not a difficulty
yet, it is an indication that we might have
to struggle to get those extra funds when
the £8,000,000 mark has been passed.

Hon. D. Brand: Do you really think any
Government could hold up the scheme at
that point?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It re-
mains to be seen. I would be far happier
if the Commonwealth had already agreed.
and, for the life of me, I cannot see why
it did not.

Hon. A. F. Watts: I think it is not sure
of the final cost and is keeping below the
figure set.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: If that is
so, and I hope It is, I have no quarrel with
the Commonwealth's being careful in that
regard, though I cannot see that it
would have had anything to lose if it
had agreed to subsidise us up to a total
of £12,000,000, because it does not have
to pay until we have spent our money and
does not make the funds available in
advance.

I-on. A. F. Watts: That is not the way
subsidies are usually paid by Governments.
They like to see the work done first.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
Commonwealth authorities had nothing to
lose if they had said they would subsidise
the scheme up to the total because, what-
ever it was, they would not have bad to
find any money at all for it until the
State had already spent its proportion, and
there was the safeguard. However. I am
not going to argue about that at present.
That is only a difficulty on paper and has
not yet become real. What I am concerned
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about-and this is a very real difficulty-
is that the Commonwealth definitely lim-
ited the amount of money which it would
make available to us this financial year
and to that extent it has retarded the
work on the scheme.

The request which the Premier put to
the Commonwealth after it had agreed to
go fifty-fifty with us up to a cost of
£8,000,000, was that as we wanted to push
on as quickly as possible with the scheme
this Year, and anticipated making an ex-
penditure which would carry the total
expenditure beyond the £4,300,000 which
was the original cost of the scheme, would
the Commonwealth agree to advance to
the State an equivalent sum of money to
that which the State would make avail-
able out of Its own loan funds this year;
and the Commonwealth said, "No." The
limit of its contributions this year would
be the sum to which it was already com-
mitted-that is, the balance remaining of
the £2,150,000 which it had to find, and
not one penny beyond it.

Ron. V. Doney: Did the Commonwealth
people give any explanation for It?

The lvfflSTER FOR WORKS: Yes, they
said that it was an economic one. They
said that they considered it desirable to
limit the amount of Government spend-
ing this financial year, for economic pur-
Poses.

Hon. D. Brand: Did you give thenm an
indication of what you could give, as a
maximum, from State loan funds?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I did.
Hon. D. Brand: What was it?
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It would

have involved a further payment from the
Commonwealth of, approximately, an-
other £100.000-in round figures and
speaking from memory. We showed them
our Programme of work and asked them
to help us finance it in the terms of the
agreement, Z for £. if we spent that sum
of money.

Hon. A. V. H. Abbott: Did you want it
for steel?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Part of
it is for steel; we cannot put in a~ pipe-
line without steel.

Hon. A. V. R. Abbott: I realise that, but
perhaps the steel was not readily avail-
able.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes, It
was.

lion. A. V. R. Abbott: In Australia?
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes,

under order. We knew that we could get
the steel and we knew that we had the
manpower; all we wanted was the money
to pay for it.

Mr. Heal: Men are being put off at
Rume's.

Hon. A. V. U. Abbott: Somebody has
gone short of steel because there is a great
shortage of it.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We had
our requirements lined up; I can give the
horn. member that assurance.

Hon. A. V. R. Abbott: I accept it.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We

looked into all that and we had our
supplies lined up. We have been well
treated in regard to our requirements and
we have been in constant touch with
B.H.P. and Hume's, who treat the pipes
for us. We knew exactly what quantity
would be available, the sizes available and
we had the pipes ready for us when we
wanted them. We had to limit our work
because it was the Commonwealth's
especial desire that less work than we
contemplated doing should be done this
financial year, for economic reasons.

There is no getting away from that; they
reiterated it. The Commonwealth author-
ities indicated the sum of money that they
would find and when we asked them to
consider making wore money available this
financial year, and within the limits of
their commitment, they declined to do so on
the ground that they wanted to limit
Government spending this financial year.
If that is the way they are advised, and
if that is their policy, I cannot do much
about it.

Nevertheless, it is a fact that the work
on the comprehensive scheme Is being re-
tarded because of Commonwealth finan-
cial policy. It might be the correct policy,
but I do not think it is. However, that
is the stark fact; we planned to do more
in regard to the comprehensive scheme
than we will be able to do because the
Commonwealth has set a limit to the
money which It will make available this
financial year.

Hon. V. Doney: What was the next de-
laying factor, apart from what you said
about Canberra?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : There
have been no other delaying factors. The
speed with which we have approached
Narrogin should be sufficient to indicate
to the hon. member that there has been
no delay.

Hon. V. Doney: I am not suggesting that
the delay has been all or even partly the
Minister's fault; but I think he knows.
as Well as I do. that Kwlnana has been
mentioned In that regard.

The MEIISTER FOR WORKS: Yes, but
there has been no delay this financial
year-

Hon.- V. Doney: This financial year?
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes.

We have been able to do even better tha
we Planned to do at the commencement
of the yea~r. The hon. member will recall
that the People of Narrogin wanted an
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undertaking fronm me that the pipeline
would reach Narrogin this summer. I de-
clined to give any such undertaking be-
cause, although I hoped we would get
there, it was a pretty stiff task in view of
the experience up to that stage. so I felt
it unwise to give an undertaking which we
might not be able to fulfil. Although I
was pressed on a number of occasions to
say that the Pipeline would be there for
this summer, all I would say was that it
would be there this financial year.

Hon. D. Brand: In which direction are
you going after you get to Narrogin?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That is
a Question which It would be unwise to say
anything about at present, because it
might start a lot of trouble for me when
I do not want It.

Hon. D3. Brand: I am awfully sorry
about that!

The MNISTER FOR WORKS: I will
take that hurdle when I come to It.

Hon. A. V. R. Abbott: In other words,
you have not made up your mind.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: To be
quite frank, I have not. I have some ideas
about it and my final decision will prob-
ably be along the lines I am now thinking.
But it is quite true to say that I have not
yet made a firm decision.

Ron. D. Brand: That would not have
any bearing on the election date, would it?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: None
whatever.

I-on. A. F. Watts: A £ to a gooseberry
you go south!

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I do
net want to create any speculation-

Mr. Cornell: It looks as though you
might go west!

The MINSTER FOR WORKS: -al-
though I can say that it would be a fruit-
ful source for speculation, nevertheless.

Hon. V. Doney: You might even start
them both at the one time.

Hon. A. F. Watts: That would solve all
problems.

Ron. D. Brand: It was tried once.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Sub-
stantial expenditure has been incurred in
connection with certain of our outports,
and I mention Geraldton, Albany and Bun-
bury. Nearly £283,000 has been expended
on improvements at Geraldton. Albany
has been given a land-backed berth and
other facilities costing E1,472,680, and at
Bunbury nearly £1,000,0)00 has been ex-
pended on a long-range developmental
plan. It is proposed to build up, we hope
-and this cannot be any more than a hope
because the financial situation will govern
it-the works at these places in order to
bring the plans to a speedy conclusion.

But, as members know, there is consider-
able financial difficulty with regard to it
this year.

The construction of the new berth at
Fremantle has permitted a much improved
and efficient roadway access to the North
Quay and a further berth is now under
construction. The scrapping and reloca-
tion of railway marshalling yards has been
effected so that a more up-to-date railway
system is now in operation, It is a big
improvement on what was obtaining there
previously.

Very special attention has been given
to the North-West. This is an area of the
State which over many years has not
shared in the development that has taken
place elsewhere, for a variety of reasons.
But the search for oil has focussed atten-
tion on the North and has brought it more
under notice. I suppose that is one of
the reasons why more consideration has
been given to the many needs of that area.
A further reason, of course, would be the
appointment of a Minister for the North-
West who comes from that area, who
knows it well and is therefore in a position
to bring under notice the special require-
nments of that part of the State.

It was my privilege and pleasure to be
able to make a journey through the North
early this year, accompanied by the
members for the district. It was a part
of the State that I had not previously
seen altbough I had heard a good deal
about it one way and another. Neverthe-
less it was impossible to imagine cor-
rectly the nature of that country and form
a true picture of its possibilities. I must
say that I was particularly impressed with
what I saw.

I have always been somewhat keen on
gardening when I have the time and I
pride myself on knowing good soil when I
see it. I sawv acres and acres of wonder-
ful soil in the Kimberleys. Not just a few
inches of it on the surface, but soil that
was feet thick and it must be likened to
the rich plains of Southern Europe. What
that country lacks, of course, is a water
supply system which will enable the very
heavy falls of rain which occur in those
parts to be stored up so that the water
can be applied to the soil regularly and
the ground brought under cultivation.

The Government's plans in this connec-
tion are now fairly well known. An all-
party committee submitted a proposal to
the Commonwealth Government for the
erection of a dam on the Ord River to
cost approximately £10,000,000, with a
hydro-electric scheme to be associated
with the dam so that the people we hope
to be in a position to settle there will be
able to have amenities In their homes. It
was intended that all these acres of ex-
tremely wonderful soil should be brought
under cultivation, as we were certain they
could be, after seeing the results achieved
at the experimental station.
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I still hope that it will be possible to
bring this scheme to fruition. It has a
tremendous potential and if It is put under
way it would result in our settling people
in the North where we need them so
badly. It is country which grows grass
feet high in the matter of a few weeks and
my immediate feeling when I saw this
wonderful soil was-"- How long are we
going to be allowed to keep this land
unused? Somebody will come and see It
and will want to take it." I had the urge
to do something with it the next morning
before it was too late.

My feelings in this matter, I consider,
must have been akin to those of the pros-
pector who has been out fossicking for
gold and suddenly strikes a colour or two,
comes upon a leader, and then looks
around to see if anyone has noticed him
Picking the gold up. He is afraid that
somebody might snatch it away from him
before he has an opportunity to stake his
claim. So he gets away as quickly as
possible to lodge his application for a
Prospecting area or a lease before some-
body else gets it.

That is precisely how I felt about this
country in the North; that we had to do
'Aomething about it immediately before
somebody else decided that it would be a
very good thing if he had it. I believe
that the potential of this country is
enormous. I hope to be able to see the
day when the projected dam is put in and
we can impound the tremendous volume
of water that comes down and spread it
over this beautiful fertile country so that
the area can be brought under cultivation.

Mr. Nalder: How many acres are there?
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: There

are two or three sections. In one section
there are 20,000 acres of beautiful country.
That is the first area to be considered and
I would say that altogether the area that
could be brought into the ambit of this
particular scheme for the erection of a
dam would be round about 40,000 to 50,000
acres.

Mr. Ackland, Did you have a look at
the Fitzroy basin?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes, and
I was greatly impressed with that as well.
Already the Government has decided to
render assistance there to enable further
development to take place. Certain ex-
penditure has been approved so that a
water supply can be made available for
the development of that land. But I
found that there are many places in the
North where, with the application of fi-
nance to meet the requirements, consider-
able development could take place where
today there is scarcely anything. There
is tremendous scope for energy and
initiative if only money can be forth-
coming to enable the work to be done.

It seems to me that from a defence point
of view, if from no other, there is the
strongest Possible reason why we ought

to get people into that area. and this Is
the way to do it. The research station on
the Ord River has already demonstrated
that this land winl yield wonderful crops.
I saw rice excellently grown and marvel-
lous crops of sugar cane with a very high
sugar content. I am satisfied that they
will be able to overcome the difficulties
in regard to the growing of cotton and
deal with the wogs which are a menace
at present. It is only a question of con-
centrating on this work and we shall have
an area which will yield a great degree
of wealth in a part of the State where
scarcely anything Is being done at present
apart from raising cattle and sheep.

Therefore, this is really one of the es-
sentials for planning and it is to be hoped
that funds can be found before very long
so that this project can be proceeded with.
Members will know that Mr. Dumas, who
is the Co-ordinator of Works, set his heart
upon this plan and performed a great
deal of the preliminary work. He put
forward a lot of the ideas in connection
with it and these have been followed out
by the present Director of Works, Mr.
Young. who is also most enthusiastic
about this scheme.

Our engineers are extremely keen to
get cracking on the job. There are two
possible dam sites on the Ord River. All
that we desire is that we shall be enabled
to go ahead and get right into this job
so that we can see this big dam built there
and thus be able to commence the
activities which I feel the State so greatly
needs and which, I have not the slightest
doubt, will produce some wonderful re-
sults.

The Architectural Branch of the Public
Works Department has been most active.
as it has for many years past. The ex-
panding requirements of the Department
of Education alone would keep the branch
busy; but, in addition, we have the need
for hospitals, and police stations, and the
necessity also to keep our existing build-
ings in order. As a result, we have been
working at top pressure throughout the
year. We experience difficulty in getting
the number of draftsmen required, and it
Is necessary to work quite long hours. A
good deal of overtime is involved in order
to keep up with the work of the planning
office, so that the building programme can
proceed. Each year the State is building
more classrooms. Last year was an im-
provement on the previous year, and the
previous year set a record for the num-
ber of classrooms built. This most recent
year has even eclipsed that period. Un-
fortunately, we have not been able to pay
cash for all the buildings erected and we
have had to fall back on the deferred
payment plan.

As the Premier explained, when this
question was under consideration by the
House previously, it was better to get
buildings up and Pay for them later, and
so have the use of them, rather than go
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without those buildings and then comn-
mence to erect them when funds were
available. Of course, there is a limit to
that kind of finance, and we could not go
on without any reckoning at all. But,
within limits, I think it is a wise policy.
I1 do know that we would have many fewer
classrooms than we now possess If we had
not adopted that method. I am afraid
we will have to continue to rely on this
system to some extent in order to meet
the growing needs of this developing com-
munity.

I do not Intend to weary the Committee
with the many figures in connection with
these activities, because I feel that is not
at all desirable. I have endeavoured to
give a general survery of the work of the
department, believing that in doing it that
way I can give members an idea of what
is being undertaken in various directions.
I think I should say a little about the
work of the Metropolitan Water Supply
Department, the Minister for Works, of
course, by statute also being the Minister
for Water Supplies.

The big project before this department
is the Serpentine scheme designed to pro-
vide for the requirements of the metro-
politan area for the next 20 years. We
are growing at such a pace that we are
worried about the existing situation, and
unless the new dam can be put in, then
without doubt, the metropolitan area will
have to be subjected to severe restrictions.
It is essential, therefore, that as much
money as can be found should be set aside
for this purpose to enable the work to
be pushed on with. Unfortunately, the
Plans we had for the Job this year have
had to be curtailed somewhat because of
reduced loan funds available to the de-
partment and, though the work Is going
on, it is not proceeding as fast as I would
like. Whatever happens next year, it will
be absolutely essential to speed up the
rate at which this construction work is
to be done.

Mr. Ackland: Did you ever give con-
sideration to encouraging people to put
in their own supplies?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes, but
here again it is not all plain sailing.
Sitting0 SUSPende4 from 3.45 to 4.6 p.m.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I was
saying a few words about the work of the
Metropolitan Water Supply Department
and the necessity for making ample pro-
Vision for the requirements of the metro-
politan area, which involved pushing on
with the construction of the Serpentine
dam. A Pipe-head dam of 750,000,000 gal-
lens capacity is being constructed and the
work is well under way. Later on an earth
dam with a capacity of 37,000,000,000 gal-
lons--or approximately twice the size of
the Canning reservoir-will be commenced
as part of the scheme. The 42-inch trunk
main has been commenced, but cannot be

proceeded with at a great rate because of
the lack of finance, as I have already ex-
plained.

Before concluding, I feel I ought to make
reference to the work in connection with
the bridge at the Narrows, There has
been a good deal of disputation about this
matter one way and another, same people
having objected to the dredging work that
is taking place In the river and the filling
in of a section of the river in Mounts Bay.'
Others have suggested different sites for
the bridge and different construction.

In this regard the department has left
no stone unturned to get the best possible
advice in order to provide a bridge as
good as It is possible for the State to have,
believing that the site is unique, that it
would be diffiult to get a better site any-
where in the world, that It is in the most
important part of the city and that in the
interests of the State and its people, we
should have a. bridge of which we may all
feel proud. Wherever an alternative has
been suggested, it has been thoroughly
examined, firstly by my officers, and sub-
sequently by myself in the light of informa-
tion made available by them, in order that
we would not take a step until we were
absolutely certain that the lines we pro-
posed to follow were the correct ones.

Recently the Government engaied the
services of Messrs Maunsell, Posford and
Pauvy as consultants and, as a result of
the agreement, we shall have in this State
in a few days representatives of that firm
to examine the site and additional data
with a view to making preliminary plans.
Upon the preparation of those plans.
tenders will be called, and then we hope
to proceed with the construction of the
bridge. But I wish to assure all those
persons who have doubts as to the kind of
structure proposed, that nothing which
could have been done to enable us to get
the requisite information has been left un-
dlone. We sent Mr. Godfrey, one of our
bridge engineers, to England, where he got
into touch with aL number of firms en-
gaged in work of this sort. Subsequently
he went to the Continent where he viewed
the bridges under construction in various
countries and afterwards he proceeded to
America. Upon his return to Western
Australia he recommended that the Gov-
ernment engage a firm of consultants, as
we have now done. I have every con-
fidence that when the structure is com--
pleted the people, generally, will applaud
the work and will agree that the bridge is
indeed one worthy of the State of West-
ern Australia.

Mr. Court: No matter how good the
bridge is, this generation will never be
pleased that it is there, and the next gen-
eration will not know what it has missed.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I have
a different view from that held by the ban.
member. I think this generation will be
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pleased with it, too. I can remember an
occasion during the war years when I pro-
posed to build a co-educationa technical
school in Mt. Lawley. The people in the
area howled with derision when I showed
them the plans of the building end told
them it would be an acquisition to the dist-
ridt. They just would not accept the posi-
tion at all, but did everything in their
power to prevent the building from being
erected. But two years later, when it was
erected and I had the pleasure of being
present at the opening ceremony, there was
not a word of criticism.

Mr. Court: I think you are missing my
point. A building like that is in a different
position from the bridge. The people are
going to miss seeing one of the most
beautiful views in the world.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: My ad-
vice is that the view will be improved by
the bridge.

Mr. Court: That is nonsense.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: What

the hon. member is saying is that the ad-
vice of Professor Stephenson is nonsense.

Mr. Court: Nothing of the sort.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes,

because the professor told me with his own
lips that if we built the correct type of
bridge and spared no expense to get the
right profile so that it would be possible
to see the hills in the distance through the
bridge, we would enhance the scene In-
stead of' detracting from It. The professor
has been able to see bridges in all parts
of the world and view magnificent scenes.
He saw Perth as it is today, and it was
his firm conviction that, when the bridge
spanned the river on the Proposed site, in-
stead of the scene being in any way spoiled.
it would be enhanced.

Mr. Court: That is different from what
he told me; very different. You cannot
have the bridge and a view, too.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: He did
not give me the slightest indication that
when the bridge was there the position
would not be improved but on the contrary
he explained to me that provided we built
a bridge that did not have a lot of piers
which would block the view, but one which
made it possible to see up-river and the
hills in the distance, the whole scene would
be transformed and become a thing of
beauty. Anyhow, I am prepared to wait
and see what we get, knowing full well
that there is not a single aspect of this
matter which has not been considered.

We must have a bridge-there Is no es-
cape from that-and Professor Stephenson
said that this was the best site for it. He
recommended that it be placed there and
it was his view, as expressed to me, that
is would be an improvement to Perth. If
he expressed a contrary view to the hon.
member, I have no knowledge of it.

Hon. A. V. R. Abbott: Itisa too late- to
do anything now, because the river is gone.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS; The
river is gone?

Hon. A. V. R. Abbott: The dredge has
filled in the bay.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Instead
of the river being gone, a very good chan-
nel, which previously did not exist, has
been provided. We will get a faster-flow-
ig stream, and we will eliminate an area
that was a stagnant backwater where al-
gae grew in profusion but where, in future,
It will not be able to grow, What we will
lose Is the smell.

Hon. A. V. R. Abbott: I do not know
that it was ever that bad.

Mr. Jamieson: You were never there.
Hon. A. V. R. Abbott: Yes. I was.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We

can afford to lose the smell, and in its
place we will have what we set out to get.
and that is the finest bridge in the world.

Hon. Dame Florence Cardell -Oliver:
Rubbish!1

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: 'Me
hon. member says "rubbish". We have, in
connection with the construction of the
bridge, engaged the best brains for bridge
building available. We have not limited
them to expenditure but have said, "We
want the bridge that you recommend for
this site in the light of your knowledge
of bridge construction." If that does not
give us the finest bridge it is possible to
build, I askc the bon. member what will?

Hon. A. V. R. Abbott: I agree that you
cannot do any more than you have done,
as far as that Is concerned.

The MINSTER FOR WORKS: I agree
we cannot. I am prepared to await de-
velopments and see the structure go up.
confident In the belief that the people of
Western Australia, with the possible ex-
ception of the member for Subiaco, will be
highly delighted with the result.

HON. D. BRAND (Greenough) [4.171:
It is gratifying to hear the story of the
Minister for Works In respect of what is
being done in providing what is the No. 1
security for the country and the metro-
politan area, namely, a good supply of
potable water. it can be said that a great
deal of controversy has raged in connection
with the comprehensive scheme, relative
to the Provision of finance by the Common-
wealth Government.

It seems to me that on every occasion
when the Minister has found himself in
that position, he has simply said. "There
is no money", which possibly is the truth.
I know that from bitter experience. lHe
has blamed the Commonwealth for not
supplying the necessary finance. We must
admit that it is highly desirable that it
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should make available all the 'money we
require. I think that-in the first year that
I was Minister for Works in the McLarty-
Watts Administration, the loan funds
were cut severely. In that year we had a
£33,000,000 programme and we finished
up with something like £10,000,000 or
£19,000,000.

Hon. A. P. Watts: It was £17,000,000.
Hon. D. BRAND: My colleague says,

£17,000,000. Had we been able to obtain
sufficient loan funds in those years, I have
no doubt that the water would be already
turned on at Narrogin and the supply ex-
tended, perhaps, even as far as Dowerin,
and other areas which have been included
in the comprehensive scheme for a long
time. I was hopeful that the Minister
would have given some indication of the
progress that has been made with the
spur pipeline to Dowerin, Ivinnlvale and
Wyalkatchem, inasmuch as when I was
Minister for Works It was, on the advice
of the Director of Works and many other
people, said that water woud be there in
August, 1952.

It shows how far off the mark I was when
very little progress had been made in re-
spect of the laying of the line to Wyal-
katchem. The Minister apparently does
not intend to say a great deal about that,
but it would be interesting to know when
the work is to be started, renders were
called for the steel-coincidentally-the
day before the last State election on the
13th February. That was the steel for
this line. The calling of tenders on that
date was not deliberate, but was, I repeat,
coincidental, and I did not know of it until
many weeks later. I would be interested
to know what happened to that steel and
what priority was given to other works
where that particular dimension of steel
'was required.

Some publicity has been given to the
suggestion for a comprehensive water
scheme covering the Wongan Hills and
Midland line and a deputation which met
the Minister some few months ago outlined
the proposition. The Minister gave a very
attentive hearing and indicated that he
would have preliminary investigations
made, but pointed out that such a scheme
would cast £ 14,000,000 or U5&,000,000.
Whatever does happen, surely we must
complete the already approved scheme!
In the meantime, there are requests from
all around the perimeter of the approved
scbeme for extensions and I believe that
in some cases certain priority might be
given to those extensions because they
would result in great gain for quite a
small outlay.

I am anxious to see established a com-
prehensive scheme covering the whole of
the agricultural areas of the State, but I
realise that those who envisage the putting
into effect of such a scheme within the im-
mediate future years are really not facing

up to the situation that exists. I imagne
that the farmers in the areas that I1 rep-
resent would, when told of the actual cost,
be most Interested In the rating.

It will be recalled that when the present
Premier, as Minister for Works, introduced
a scheme in this House, it was. defeated on
the basis of Inequitable rating-or so the
farmers suggested-and I think the big
hurdle to be jumped in regard to approval
for another comprehensive scheme in
those areas is the obtaining of a satisfac-
tory return by way of rates which will
appeal to the farmers. In that area we
have Moora, Carnaanah, Three Springs,
Mingenew, Dougarra, Wongan Hills and
Dalwalllnu, all provided with a town
scheme--

Mr. May: You are not short of water
at Three Springs.

Hon. D. BRAND: I hope not, but they
could easily be short of water there in due
course. These towns are already reticu-
lated. They can boast town supplies and 1
think they are happy with the situation.

Mr.' Norton: What about the member for
Moore's suggestion-

Hon. D. BRAND: If the hon. member
wants to argue with the member for Moore
I suggest they get together, as it would
be of no advantage to either him or me
to argue. Not until the farmers in these
areas are impressed with the advantages
of a comprehensive scheme will they be
ready to approve of it, and something to
that end has already been done. A cam-
paign to interest them and acquaint them
of the problems and advantages of the
scheme must be undertaken. I-on. A. R.
Jones, of another place, and the member
for Moore have been doing something in
that regard.

Having obtained the approval of the
farmers we must ensure some source of
supply, and the stream at Gingin evi-
dently has some attractions. Mr. Wedge,
a farmer from Dandaragan, told the
deputation to the Minister that there were
other streams similar to the Gingin Brook
which he felt could provide millions of
gallons of fresh potable water daily. I
wonder that we and the department do
not know more about the sources of supply
and that was why I was anxious for the
minister to accept the invitation of Mr.
Wedge to go out and see for himself, or
to send someone to represent him.

If it is aL question of waiting till later
in the summer, I feel we are just putting
off an important matter because this is
information necessary to the department.
According to Mr. Wedge the water Supply
does not alter greatly from season to
season, and I would urge the Minister to
arrange transport for Mr. Wedge and his
own officers and let them go out and see
this stream which we are told exists there
on the coast. The main advantage of a
comprehensive scheme for that part of the
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State would be that Geraldton, the pro-
vincial town of that area, would be pro-
vided wlh water.

We were advised by the Minister that
further improvements have been made to
the Geraldton water supply but he knows
that Geraldton relies on an underground
supply and that from time to time indi-
cations of the underground water level
cause great concern to the engineers and
to the people living in the town. I1 think
this is caused by the fact that the supply
has also to meet the demands of the to-
mato growing industry and there could be
a time when the Wicherina basin, which
provides the water for Oeraldton, might no
longer meet the demand. When I was
Minister, certain alternative sites were
tested and I think a place known as Al-
lanooka proved to be a satisfactory al-
ternative.

The fact remains that in the years
ahead provincial towns like Geraldton will
demand more water than is available from
underground and I envisage that it will
have to be pumped from the heavier rain-
fall areas down this way or else from the
North where there are streams which are
salty but which may form a source of
supply within a few years If modern pro-
cesses for the extraction of salt from the
water prove successful and economic.
I think. the Minister would know of, and
no doubt is keeping abreast of, the devel-
opments In America where millions of
dollars are being made available year by
year to make investigations into this very
problem, namely, the extraction of salt
from salt water. I understand it is be-
ing done in a number of ways, but one of
the principal essentials is a cheap supply
of electricity, which, to date, Western Aus-
tralia does not possess and does not look
like getting because we have not any hydro-
electric scheme nor the mass consumption
of electricity that takes place in America:.

Nevertheless, I know that in the not far
distant future the Western Australian
authorities will be weighing the pros and
cons of the cost of piping water from the
coastal plains and the heavy rainfall areas
as against, perhaps, the cost of extracting
the salt from the water that is available
on the spot. The Government of the day
should not hesitate to have officers keep in
close touch with all the developments that
are taking place throughout the world in
countries such as America, Africa and other
places.

During his speech the Minister men-
tioned many towns where water supplies
have been made available and next week
he hopes to open up another scheme at
Tambellup. I am sure the people there
will be happy about that. Towns such as
Tambellup, which are situated in heavy
rainfall areas, have in the past been ham-
strung and their development has been
limited because of the lack of a good water
supply. As regards the water reaching
Narrogin, I am extremely Pleased about

the information we have just been given.
I know that the people there and the offi-
cers of the department will be "thrilled"
to realise that the water is almost there.

The question of where it will go from
Narrogin is one that is highly controversial,
as will have been gathered from the Min-
ister's answer to my question. The facts
are that the number of people in the towns
south of Narrogin and as far as Pingelly
in the north is approximately 1,500. 1
think that may be the figure.

Hon. V. Doney: A bit more than thatL
Hon. D. BRAND: I do know that at

present Katanning has water which is
Potable, drinkable and usable, but pingelly
has not. When I went to look at the
water supply in the latter town, on the
surface it looked rather attractive and,
in my opinion, they did have a ease when
they suggested that they ought to know
the proposed route for the new scheme,

The Minister for Works: You are not
trying to influence me in favour of Pin-
gelly, are you?

Eon. D. BRAND: No, I am not trying
to influence the Minister, although at the
time, I would like to have done so. How-
ever, on this occasion he can make his own
decision because the ball Is right in his
court. The metropolitan area Is one which
will always be associated with the possible
shortage of water. We, in Western Aus-
tralia, and particularly those in Perth,
have to our credit a higher consumption
of water than people in any other
area in the Commonwealth. That would
be due, of course, to our long, dry summer
and to our extremely sandy soil, but as
yet no real restriction has been placed on
the consumption of water.

Mr. May: Restriction may have to be
placed on the population.

Ron. D. BRAND: A great deal has been
written both by laymen and engineers on
the limitation of population in proportion
to the water that is available. I think that.
provided we are prepared to plan ahead,
we should be able to meet the demand.
Here again, the action of the Minister in
going ahead with the Serpentine pipe-head
is creditable because that is a start on the
development of a water supply which, as
he mentioned, will meet the demands of
the people in the metropolitan area for
many years to come.

All the gauging and a great deal of pre-
liminary survey work was done during the
years that I was Minister and much of
the preliminary work goes back further
than that. It is not only to the credit
of the present Minister, but it should be
the responsibility of every Minister to en-
sure that there is a gradual stage-to-stage
development so that at no time will the city
be faced with a shortage of water. That,
of course, applies also to country towns. If
it is Possible to meet the development
that is taking place and the additional
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demand brought about by an increased
population in towns such as Bunbury.
Geraldton and Kalgoorlie, steps should be
taken from year to year to ensure that
they have sufficient water.

Mr. May: It is far more important that
they have water because if those towns
cease to exist, we in the metropolitan area
cease to exist.

Hon, D. BRAND: I know that quite
well and possibly I am aware of it more
than the member for Collie. The fact re-
mains that the policy of any Government
should be to keep ahead of development.
If we want to keep the people living in the
country-and that Is the most desirable
objective that any Government should
seek to achieve--we must keep them sup-
plied with good water. That reminds me
of Morawa. That is the only town in the
whole of the State to which are applied
water restrictions. It has experienced, not
a bad year, but not a year of good rain-
fall as have all other towns. The reason
for Morawa not having more water in the
dam than it has at present is because of
the sandy catchment.

Here I am going to be critical of the
hydraulic department because it has re-
fused to listen to the suggestions and the
advice of local people in regard to the
catchment area. It is a sandy location,
unlike that of Ballidu, Lake Grace or any-
where else where a process of roading has
been extremely successful. But no matter
how often they roll and consolidate the
catchment, the fact remains that the soil
is sandy on the top and it absorbs the light
rain.

I feel that the money spent on roading
would have been better spent on sealing
the catchment even if it were only a
quarter of an acre in extent. I have made
many representations in this connection.
but the engineers seem to be adamant on
not making any change In that work. I
hope that, as a result of having a reason-
able season of good rainfall but yet not
suffcient water in the dam, whatever
money is spent in the future on the
Morawa water supply will be spent on the
sealing of the catehment area.

Now that we are getting cheap bitumen
perhaps we might hope for an extra. acre
or two if the Minister can find the neces-
sary money. one of the problems in the
metropolitan area, which the Minister did
not refer to was that of drainage.

Non. A. V. R. Abbott: Hear, hear!
Hon. D. BRAND: There are many

"hear, hears!" going around and I think
they are because of some of the publicity
that is being given to the problem at
present. When the Minister introduced a
Bill to authorise a comprehensive scheme,
or to empower the Metropolitan Water

Supply, Sewerage and Drainage Depart-
ment to go ahead with a scheme such as
that, to rate and so on, due to unforeseen
circumstances I could not go on with the
debate. I agree with everything that has
been done. Whilst I was Minister, even
in the very early months. I realised that
if this problem had to be tackled, particu-
larly in the outer metropolitan area, we
must have a comprehensive scheme. In
the meantime whatever was done, should
be done in accordance with some sort of
plan laid down beforehand.

This year has been an exceptionally wet
one. I have been out to see houses built
on land, which is now completely inun-
dated with water. I will not be critical
to the extent that the department did not
seem to make any initial move to relieve
people living in such houses, seeing that
drainage involved much money and finance
was not available. But the local authori-
ties hit on the idea of pumping some of
the flood-waters away. I know that in
some instances this was putting money
down the drain. Some of the road boards
initially pumped the water away and
thereby gave relief to the residents con-
cerned. Seeing what was being done, the
Minister instructed his department to fol-
low suit so as to give direct relief to
people who, for weeks on end, had lived
under the mast deplorable conditions.
That cannot be denied.

The Minister for Works: The whole
point is that this was the responsibility
of local authorities and not of the Gov-
ernment at that stage.

Hon. D. BRAND: Nevertheless, the local
authorities are In financial difficulties, in
the same way as is the State Government.
Anything that was to be done which in-
volved a large amount of money could
best have been done by the department,
which always seems to be able to find
small sums of money and which has the
technical advice and the equipment to
carry out the work.

Mr. Lawrence: Can you tell me why the
local authorities were in financial diffi-
culties?

Hon. D. BRAND: If the hon. member
reads up some of the facts, he will find
out for himself.

Mr. Lawrence: You know what the
reason was.

Hon. P, B3RAND: The next problem fac-
ing the Government Is the lack of health
precautions. I do not know when the com-
prehensive scheme will be completed be-
cause the main arteries must be put in
first. There remains a health problem. I
take this opportunity of suggesting to the
Minister, whilst it may not be his responsi-
bility, that the Government might under-
take some wholesale spraying where mos-
quitoes and insects of all kinds are said to
be breeding and creating a health menace.
I1 do not know how the menace can be
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overcome, but the Government is the only
authority to tackle the problem on a
worth-while basis. We have not heard very
much in the last three years about up-
river development.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: You will hear mare
about that later on.

Ron. D. BRAND: I am pleased to learn
that.

Hon. J. B. Sleeznan: No one would be so
foolish as to contemplate upriver develop-
ment of the harbour.

Hon. D. BRAND: That is Interesting. We
have not heard a great deal about that
matter in recent times. No questions have
been asked nor have comments been made
about the algae nuisance in the river and
Pollution caused by ships berthed in Pre-
mantle harbour.

Hon, J. B. Sleeman: We will have to
contend with something worse than algae,

Hon. D. BRAND: Today the river is In
no better condition than when I was Min-
ister for Works.

Mr. Yates: It does not smell so bad.
Hon. D. BRAND: The reason can be

found in the action that we took.
Hon. 3. B. Sleemnan: Do not you remem-

ber the motion that was carried last
session?

Hon. D. BRAND: Certain people opposed
that motion. Had they been here, they
would have supported it. I did hear that
the Minister intended to introduce a Bill
to authorise the setting up of a river
authority. That also seems to be a contro-
versial issue. I would say that unless such
an authority is set up to deal with all the
aspects of this issue and the control of
the river right from Its very source, the
problem of river pollution will never be
solved because the real reason why the
Swan River is polluted is that horse-waste,
manure and superphosphate from the agri-
cultural areas are swept down the river
into the waters of the metropolitan area.
These fertilise the algae and other weeds
which ultimately decay and cause the bad
odour around here.

I believe that such an authority could
not achieve a great deal over and above
what has been achieved by the Swan River
Reference Committee, unless it had a fair
amount of funds available to enable it to
supervise and carry out the work of
straightening up the tributaries of the
Swan River, and to cope with the problem
as it exists at the source.

Mr. Yates: Unless the local authorities
co-operate and assist to overcome river
pollution, no committee will be able to do
any good.

Hon. D. BRAND: That is the position.
The local authorities under the existing
law must co-operate if we are to get any-
where with this problem. I do not think
that a river authority can make any real

Progress in overcoming pollution unless It
can take over complete control with
reasonable funds available to carry out
the work.

Then again the Minister has mentioned
the bridge over the Narrows. As he said, he
has taken the best advice available on
the building of this project, When I was
Minister for Works I was told by my ad-
visers that the selected site was a marvel-
lous one for a bridge. I have said in this
Chamber that was the site where I thought
the next crossing of the river would be
built. That turned out to be the case.

Whether the Government builds a
bridge that will satisfy all and sundry, I
do not know, but I am satisfied that the
best advice is being obtained and I am very
pleased that consultants are coming out
from England to tell us how to do this
work. I am most hopeful that the maxi-
mum amount of work in connection with
the construction of the bridge, the round-
abouts and the access roads, will be let
by contract, because I feel that Is the
cheapest and quickest way to get the 'work
done.

I would refer again to the unsatisfac-
tory position at the Causeway where traf-
fic is becoming more chaotic week by week.
I suggest that the sooner the bridge over
the Narrows is completed, the sooner we
will get some relief in that regard. Mean-
while, I do not know what the authori-
ties will do, but they might be called upon
to carry out some work to afford tem-
porary relief .

The Architectural Branch of the Public
Works Department was mentioned by the
Minister. I do not want to deal with that
situation again, but I do wish to make
some points. When the Minister for
Works took office, what he had to say
about the deferred payment system does
not measure up to what he has said today.
On that note, I was pleased to hear him
say that it was a wise policy and that
we had been justified In taking the action
we did.

The Minister for Works: This is not
the same policy.

Hon. D. BRAND: It is exactly the same.
The Minister for Works: It is not.
Non. D. BRAND: If the Minister is

thinking of deferred payments overseas,
let me remind himn that those locomotives
and that machinery had been ordered and
we were about to make payment for them.
An amount of £3,500,000 was outstanding,
but there was sufficient money in the
Treasury at the time to pay £28,000 be-
fore the end of the financial year, when
the minister took. over. The engines and
machinery have arrived in the meantime
and the Government has made great play
and derived great satisfaction in claiming
credit for what was done. It is a good
thing that we have the diesels, pumps,
machinery and steel that we ordered at
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that time. Therefore. I feel that the de- It is Pleasing to know that such a lot of
ferring of any payments at that period,
rather than have the orders cancelled. if
that were possible, has been Justified and
has permitted the work to be continued.

To what extent we are going to com-
mit posterity, I do not know, but I am
inclined to think that a line must be drawn
somewhere. It would be dangerous to
make this a wholesale policy committing
the future too far ahead. Our present
situation arises out of the migration pro-
gramme, the greatest in our history, the
greatest in any State, and I am pleased
that the Minister acknowledged that what
we did to cope with the Problem was the
right thing.

The Minister for Works: It is not the
same policy.

Hon. D). BRAND: I repeat that it is. It
is a system of deferred payment which.
when the next Government takes office.
will be commitments which he previously
so criticised.

MR. ACKLAND (Moore) [4.53]: While
I appreciate the fact that it would be very
desirable for members at this stage to
make their references as brief as Possible,
I consider the Public Works Department
to be by far the most Important In a
State which is developing as Western
Australia is, and that therefore the Esti-
mates of that department should receive
our attention.

I was interested to hear the Minister's
statement on the many matters with which
he dealt in introducing his Estimates. To
me. it was gratifying to find that he re-
turned from his trip to the North-West
Just as enthusiastic about the Possibilities
of the Ord River and the Fitzroy River
as a small party that went there some 18
months ago. The Possibilities of the North
are very great indeed, and I suggest that
all members, particularly those who have
some appreciation of the productive possi-
bilities of the country, should make a trip,
even at the risk of being called porthole
experts. The North is a territory that is
crying out for development, and I agree
with the Minister that if we do not develop
it. we shall not be able to hold it very
much longer.

When the Minister was dealing with ex-
tensions to the comprehensive water
scheme, I was disappointed that he made
Practically no reference at all to the ex-
tension north of the East-West railway. I
have before me a copy of the graph which
was Presented to the House on the 27th
October, 1950, and which set out what it
was proposed to do with reference to this
scheme. It is interesting to note that the
mains for which contracts had been let in-
cluded one from Cunderdin to Minnivale.
I know that no work whatever has been
done on that line, and I should be in-
terested to learn what happened to the
steel that was earmarked for that section.

work has been done east of the Great
Southern line, and I am ready to agree that
that work is of great importance, but I
notice that 35 miles of steel was required
for the section between Cunderdin and
Ivinnivale and over 80 miles of steel to
carry the line to Kondinin. I hope that
the Minister will appreciate the responsi-
bility his department has by making early
Provision to extend the pipeline from Cun-
derdin to Minnivale.

When the Minister was speaking of so
many towns having been provided with a
water supply during the year-admittedly,
two of them in my district-it must be
borne in mind that north of the East-West
line we have just as big towns as and,
in some cases, bigger towns, than those
that have been provided with reticulation
schemes in the south. When we consider
that places like Euntine, Wubin, Pithara.
Dowerin, Perenjori, Calingiri and Miling
are in an area having a rainfall of less
than 15 inches, it seems to me that they
should receive some priority over places
having a rainfall of at least double that
amount. I feel that the people in those
areas have not been given the consideration
that they should have received. T should
like to revert to the fact that it is nearly
six years since contracts were let for sup-
plying steel for the pipelines between Cun-
derdin and Minnivale, which would have
served such towns as Dowerin, Wyalkat-
chema and Koorda, and therefore it is time
something was done to get on with that
job.

I wish to make reference to the Gingin
Brook scheme. Those who understand the
Position realise that there would not be
sufficient water or sufficient security of
supply to warrant the installation of a
scheme with the idea of supplying such
Places as those as far north as Gerald-
ton and Mullews from the Gingin Brook,
but we are told by people who for many
years have lived north of Gingin that there
are streams of water flowing through a
limestone cave system that greatly exceed
the flow in the Gingin Brook.

Speaking of Gingin, I should like to re-
commend to the Minister that he pushes
on with the construction of the road north
of Gingin over the Moore River at Regan's
Ford and on to serve the northern agri-
cultural area that is being opened up so
quickly north of Dandaragan. I know that
funds have been made available though the
Main Roads Board to do some of this work.
and already the Midland Railway Co..
realising the importance of that area, has
started a freighter bus service to run north-
wards from Perth and some 30 miles fur-
ther north than Dandaragan In order to
serve the people of that area. However, a
great deal of the road Is still in a very
primitive state and requires a tremendous
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amount of work to be done on it, including
an all-weather crossing of the Moore River
at Regan's Ford.

I wUi now refer to the metropolitan
water scheme. I do not know the exact
quantity of water which the department
considers necessary for a metropolitan
householder but I understand that no re-
striction is imposed until the consumption
has exceeded 150 gallons per head of popui-
lation per day. It is high time that any
Government in this State realised that
country townships also have a claim, and I
would like to see no further volume of
water per head provided In the metropoli-
tan area until country towns have a supply
of at least 50 gallons per head per day.

Apart from the manufacturer, whose
supply should not be curtailed at all, it
is only the householder who uses excessive
quantities of water for gardens, and I feel
that there should be some incentive given
to the householder who desires to have a
garden, to provide his own water supply.
He should not be given concessions for ex-
cess water but should have to pay more
for it, and the rating should be of such a
nature that it would be a financial propo-
sition for him to put down a well or spear
or make other provision in his own back-
yard for a garden water supply. I think
that suggestion has a great deal to com-
mend it.

We are spending millions of pounds in
the metropolitan area, and the Minister
said provision is already being made for
a new dam on the Serpentine. As long
as 150 gallons per head per day are pro-
vided for people in the metropolitan area,
I think consideration should be given to
the needs of country people before that
allowance is Increased.

I read with a great deal of concern anl
article appearing in the "Western Austra-
lian News" of June, 1954. Apparently,
this is a publication printed for the con-
sumption of people in Great Britain, per-
haps to encourage them to come here as
migrants. This article deals with an Inter--
view with Professor Stephenson, at which
he stated that before another 50 years
have passed the population of Perth will
be more than 1,000,000. I think he also
said that by then there was a possibility
of this State having a population in the
vicinity of 1.700,000 people. It is the duty
of any Government in this State to cease
making it attractive for people to live in
the metropolitan area but rather to en-
courage them to go out and produce some
of the real wealth which this country so
badly needs. It is my wish to echo a
statement that I heard made in this Cham-
ber when I first came here, regarding the
desirability of appointing a public works
committee to deal with public expendi-
ture In this State. Those who are mem-
bers of such a committee In the Common-
wealth sphere tell me that it functions
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excellently and members here who Ques-
tioned our South Australia visitors last
year in this regard were told that the
South Australian Government would not
like to be without its public works com-
mittee.

Mr. Brady: What are its main func-
tions?

Mr. ACKLAND; I understand it ex-
amines the anticipated public expenditure
for the coming financial year and reports
on how the money should be spent. I be-
lieve it would be much more satisfactory
and that such a committee could bring
about a policy of decentralisation In this
State and that the money would then not
be spent so much where votes were being
courted, but instead be made available
where it was most needed.

Mr. Brady: It is an all-party committee?
Mr. ACKLAND: Yes, and I think such

a body would be greatly to the benefit of
this State. I do not believe for one
moment that it would in any way detract
from the responsibility of whoever
happened to be Minister for Works. There
are other matters upon which I would
have liked to touch but these are the main
points to which I desire to make reference
at this stage.

HON. J. B. SLEEMAN (Fremantle)
[5.81: I am sorry that the member for
Greenough is not In his seat as he seemed
disappointed that so far this session I
have not said anything about the abolition
of pollution in the Swan River or the up-
river extension of Fremantle harbour, but
I can assure him that I am just as in-
terested in those subjects as I ever was.

As I said, I was successful In having a
motion carried last session and so it is
not necessary for me to raise these mat-
ters all the time. But I have had one eye
on the river ever since that day. I know
that at present the authorities have their
hands full in finishing the No. 10 berth
and that no further work of that nature
will be started, no matter what Govern-
ment is in power, until that berth is com-
pleted, which certainly will not be in the
next week or two.

I tell the hon. member that he can rest
assured that if we should be so unfor-
tunate as to have a Liberal Government
in power next year, I will be on the job
just the same, and that is true should we
continue to have a Labour Minister in
charge of this department. The day is
not far distant when people will listen
to me more than they have in the past.
because different matters are comning up
all the time to show that I have been on
the right track ever since I undertook this
job.

We have heard a lot about bacterio-
logical self -purification and have been
told that no matter how much sewage is
put into the water, so long as the water
is salty In a few hours it will be pure
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again. Doctors and engineers these days the Norfolk harbour channel at its
seem to change their minds as easily as
their clothes, and, as members know, if a
polio epidemic starts the first Whing that
the medical authorities tell us is to close
Whe swimming pools and keep our child-
ren out of the river, which is sufficient to
show what they are frightened of and
proves that this idea of bacteriological
self-purification is a myth.

I have here an American publication.
It is a water quality survey of the Hamp-
ton Roads shellfish areas, 1949-50, by the
Division of Engineering, Virginia State
Department of Health, in co-operation
with the U.S. Public Health Service,
Environmental Health Centre. In regard
to the subject of bacteriological sell-puri-
fication, they say, under the heading of
"Possible Hazards Requiring Future in-
vestigation"-

It is believed that ship-borne pol-
lution, particularly from naval vessels
with their large crews, presents the
most serious hazard to the oyster
growing areas.

As I have said, ships with large crews will
be berthing in the Swan River, with about
2,000 souls aboard, and emptying their
bowels into the river at North Fremantle
and Fremantle where our boys and girls
swim. Further, the report states--

Merchant shipping does not Pre-
sent a serious problem because the
ships dock as rapidly as possible and
do not usually tie up for long Periods
in the anchorages. Furthermore, the
anchorages used by commercial craft
(with the exception of quarantine
anchorage in the main channel near
the north-east end of Hampton Flats,
where vessels remain a few hours at
most) are not in close proximity to
the shellfish beds. There are no
passenger liners or cruise ships with
large crews that have Hampton Roads
as a terminus. The commercial ships
found in Hampton Roads are tankers,
colliers; and general cargo ships with
crews averaging about 50 men, and
when they are at dock only a mini-
mum of the crew remains on\ board.

That is different from the position here
where everyone remains on board-per-
haps 1,500 or 1.600 passengers as well as
the crew-for anything up to two or three
days at a time. The report continues-

Naval ships with their large crews
present a more serious problem. The
piers at the naval operating base are
frequently crowded with ships. No
provision is made on the vessels for
discharge of sewage to land sewers
when the ship Is at dock.

The authorities would laugh about that
if it were suggested here. Further-

Therefore there will generally be a
population of approximately 5,000 to

- 10,000 discharging raw sewage into

northern end, even after all sewers
are connected to the treatment plants.
The effects of this discharge will
Probably be detectable as far as the
western portion of Willoughby Bank.

Not being an American, I do not know
how far that is, but here we have a de-
finite statement that the sewage going
into the harbour will kill the oysters and
so we can sure it is harmful to human
beings. While Bicton is in the Minister's
electorate I have an interest in it as I
have been patron of the Bicton Swimming
Club for the last 20 years. I am also in-
terested in the areas further down the
river towards where the sewage will be
discharged into it. I think the Under
Secretary for Works attends meetings of
the Swan River Reference Committee, the
minutes of which say-

Oyster beds at Fremantle: recom-
mended:

That the request to extend the oyster
bed a further 50 feet into the river
be granted, but the applicants to be
informed that the committee felt that
with the increasing use of the Fre-
mantle harbour, together with the ex-
tension of the service area upstream
of the traffic bridge, there was a
possibility of contamination of the
oyster beds to a degree which would
necessitate transfer to another site
and they would be advised to bear this
aspect in mind before committing
themselves to additional expenditure.

So the local people are waking up at
last. They have told those who own the
oyster beds, "You can go out into the river
another 50 feet if you like, but we are
warning you that the sewage, etc., com-
ing into the river will contaminate the
beds and will be the means of killing the
oysters." I wish to tell members that the
oyster beds are about twice as far away
from the area to which I have referred
as is the place where people from North
Fremantle and East Fremantle swim. It
is a public swimming place and if this
sewage will kill oysters at the oyster beds,
it must Interfere with adults and child-
ren who swim in the river. If anyone can
tell me otherwise, he can jump in the
lake.

As far as I am concerned I hope that
the man responsible for allowing Whe ships
to come up to the traffic bridge to unload
their sewage falls overboard and gets a
mouthful of it before he is lifted out. The
position is getting serious and it is com-
ing In my direction all the time. The
Americans and our local committee are
waking up and it will be only over my
dead body that these ships are allowed to
discharge sewage in the river, I am
just as interested In the river as I al-
ways have been and I am pleased that the
member for Greenough was able to get me
in and make me talk on this subject.
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There is also another man in the pic-
ture. As. I said before, Professor Stephen-
son said that the Government has agreed
to allow the shipping to go up river as
f ar as the traffic bridge. I would like
to tell members what he proposes to do,
but before doing so I would like to state
that although the Bill Introduced last
evening to amend the Town Planning and
Development Act has been introduced to
prevent any Interference with the Stephen-
son plan. I will do everything I can to
prevent some portions of It being put Into
practice. Let members listen to what Pro-
fessor Stephenson has to say-

Finally, mention must be made of
the handicaps suffered by the Fre-
mantle Harbour Trust because of the
Insufficient transit shed accommoda-
tion at the wharves of the inner har-
bour. The depth of land behind the
wharves is severely limited and there
is little room for buildings to facili-
tate the classification, storage and
handling of goods.

Members will recall Mr. Tydeman's report
in which he stated that there was in-
sufficient land for unrestricted lay-out.
Professor Stephenson goes on-

This being so. the possibilities of in-
stituting a system of direct transfer
of general cargoes in bulk from ships'
holds to a port freight terminal,
located at a key distribution point in
the region, have been considered.
Space exists in the Bebnont-Welshpool
area for such a terminal, with the
possibility of Its being planned in close
proximity to central warehousing, the
railway goods yards, and the wholesale
markets. Goods in bulk could be
transferred direct from ships in the
inner harbour, and eventually, from
the outer harbour at Kwinana-

When we get it-
-to goods trains and moved in train
loads. The grouping of freight classi-
fying and storing facilities, at a point
where both rail and road systems are
clear of central area congestion would
make for economic efficiency. The
proposed area at Belmont-Welshpool
is only some five miles from central
Perth, and would be linked to both
parts of the Port of Fremantle by con-
trolled access road as well as rail.

He goes on to say-
Experience will soon accumulate of

the berthing conditions at the refinery
jetty within Cockburn Sound, and this
will provide knowledge for consider-
ation In the provision of further port
facilities for general cargo. Rail and
road services of the most modern pat-
tern would Join port extensions in the
outer harbour to the port facilities of
the inner harbour. Both parts of the
p6rt would in turn be connected by
rhfl and road to the large and spacious

freight handling facilities at Belmont-
Welshpool in which a port freight ter-
minal would be an important feature.
It would be possible to unload general
cargoes from ships directly into trains
or road trucks, by which means they
would be carried in bulk to the port
freight terminal and there classified
and stored in an orderly, manner. At
Belmont-Welshpool, with its grouping
of facilities, trains and road vehicles
could more quickly load and unload
general goods for distribution in the
region and to various parts of the
State.

So members can see what Professor
Stephenson proposes to do, He proposes
to unload the cargoes from ships, drop the
goods straight into rail or road trucks and
then dispatch them to Welshpool. The
consignments will be unloaded there,
stored and, at some later date will be
picked up. loaded on to trucks and taken
away again. In the first place, I do not
think that will be cheaper, as he is trying
to claim. Secondly, I do not think that
whatever Government is in power-
whether it be Labour, anti-Labour, Com-
munist, Liberal or Country Party-will
get away with that because the work be-
longs to the people of Premantle and they
will not be prepared to see themselves
beaten for the work that is offering.

Recently, the waterside workers increased
their numbers but if Professor Stephenson's
plan is adopted they will be applying to
reduce them. If his proposal is accepted,
Fremantle will be nothing but a fishing
village because the work will not be there
for the people of the city. Fremantle
relies. on the wharves and if the wharves
are quiet, Premantle is quiet; if there is
no pay on the wharves, there is no money
in the city. Apparently, that Is the only
thing Professor Stephenson can suggest.
He does not know that there is land in
Fremantle that can be used. Other en-
gineers have recommended that that land
be used and they have shown what can
be done.

We know that the area around the
wharves at present is fairly congested, but
Mr. Meyer told us exactly what could be
done; but no notice was taken of him.
Apparently, Professor Stephenson would
rather the goods be taken to Welshpool
which, in my opinion, would be a much
more expensive way of handling them.
Mr. Meyer said-

In any event, whether the pilot plan
for the outer harbour development be
that offered by me or some other. I
strongly urge that outer harbour de-
velopment should be on the south side
rather than on the north. If this
issue can be resolved now and in favour
of south side development, any well
balanced plan of development will in-
volve a considerable work of reclama-
tion between the Fish Haven and, say.
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Hobbs Jetty and it appeals to me that
that is a work that might advantage-
ously be embarked upon in the com-
paratively near future.

I hope that when the No. 10 berth is
completed, we will find the men working
there. He continues--

I am loth to contemplate the persis-
tence for all time of the sorry handi-
cap that the existing railway yards
in rear of Victoria Quay imposes upon
the functioning of wharves on the
south side of the existing inner har-
bour. All the area occupied by those
yards is properly necessary for port
purposes, and having regard to the en-
during benefit that would accrue to
the port by endowing its south side
wharves with proper depth of wharf
premises, I have no compunction
whatever in recommending that the
railway yards be moved elsewhere and
that the land vacated, right back to
Beach Street, be made over to the
Harbour Trust for port purposes.

In passing, I might say that I have tried
to have this done, on a number of occa-
sions, and over a period of years, and the
Harbour Trust has always wanted it but
the Railways Commission has refused to
part with any of the land. Mr. Meyer
then goes on-

Failing any other, my suggestion is
that if reclamation south of the fisher-
men's jetty be decided upon and com-
menced more or less forthwith-

He said that a long while ago-
-the railway yards might be moved to
the south side ocean frontage as soon
as there is sufficient reclamation com-
pleted to accommodate them. If the
removal of the railway yards could be
contemplated within a reasonable
period of years, there could be a much
more advantageous arrangement of
wharf supporting elements at South
Quay than is possible with the crip-
pling restrictions of inadequate depth
of wharf premises.

So Mr. Meyer sets out what can be done.
fle tells us that if we take the railway
yards right back to Beach-st. enough land
will be reclaimed south of Fish Haven to
provide for railway requirements. Yet
Professor Stephenson wants to take the
cargo from Fremantle to Welshpool and
have It handled two or three times up
there!I I hope that that recommendation
will never be accepted because I can see
that it will be much more expensive than
the present system. As T said, I hope that
when the No.10 berth is finished, we will
see men working there instead of upriver.

If the harbour is extended upriver It will
spoil the river and this, in turn, will affect
the health of the people. I trust that when
we have to face the task of town planning,
we will not ask a town planner to build a

few jetties in the residential area. I hope
that in the near future, irrespective of
what Government is in power, something
will be done to see that work on the
wharves is carried out and that there will
not be an extension upriver.

The engineers told us that, firstly, they
wanted to go to Point Brown. Then they
said that the traffic bridge project was
neither possible nor desirable. So they
had a little meeting and agreed that they
would go to the traffic bridge and not to
Point Brown. Mr. Meyer tells us that the
best part of the river is that near Point
Brown. Others say that Governments of
the day are not satisfied to go to Point
Brown and so they will push the harbour
as far up the river as they can, to the
traffic bridge.

Come what may, I shall always be
against that proposal. I want to keep the
Swan River clean and sweet for the
children, and I shall do whatever I can to
prevent sewvage from being unloaded in the
river near the traffic bridge.

HON. A. V. R. ABBOTT (Mt. Lawley)
[5.28]: I wish to comment on a remark the
Minister made in regard to drainage;
he said it was the responsibility of the
road boards and not of the Government.

The Minister for Works: Primarily, I
said.

Hon. A. V. Rl. ABBOTT: Yes, but I want
to point out to the Minister that if emerg-
ency drainage is to be accomplished, it
must be done with the co-operation of the
Government because the Government con-
trols the sewers and that, in many ways,
will be the only way of by-passing it. The
Government also controls the removal of
stormwater. I emphasise this only because
of the number of people who are suffering.
The Minister knows about it because he has
taken an interest in it and has done some-
thing about it. I was accused of not giv-
ing the Minister credit for what he did. I
do give him credit; I think he is to be
commended, but I think it is a little un-
fortunate that he was so late.

The Minister for Works: Let us see what
the true position is.

Hon. A. V. R. ABBOTT: The Minister
can tell us that when he replies. No
scheme has been devised, so to whom
should the people look in the first instance?
As the Government controls the sewers and
stormwater drainage, the use of the sewers
is the only feasible way of getting rid of
the stormwater.

The Minister for Works: No, because we
got it away at places where there are no
sewers.

Hon. A. V. R. ABBOTT: In the area in
which I am interested, it was being Pump-
ed into the sewers. That is why I am
more interested in that particular scheme.
I hope that before next winter the.-small
amount of work required to install French
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drains instead of open drains will be car-
died out. At one time the open drains
were across the road and the road bad to
be closed, thus shutting off the entrance
to the houses there. Only a small amount
of work is required and I hope the Minister
will give some consideration to ray request.

I hope he will also give consideration to
the sinking of sumps of a reasonable size.
If a small pump like the one at Rottnest
which is automatic and run by electricity
could be installed, it would be preferable
to the present system. I hope something
can be done in that respect. I am keenly
interested in drainage at the present time.

Mr. Cornell: Why?
Hon. A. V. R. ABBOflT: I give the hon.

member two guesses. The reason is that
I have inherited something for which the
member for Middle Swan has worked so
bard, and I am not going to have it said
that a member on the Government side
can work harder than a member on this
side. Consequently I am going to take as
much interest in it as has been taken by
the member for Middle Swan.

There are rusnours-and I only heard it
as a rumour-that the channel being
dredged through the two banks to give
entrance to IKwinana will not be deep
enough to allow the large boats planned
for to enter If there is anything like a
swell running. It is only a rumour and
I do not know whether it is correct, but
the statements have been made by people
who should know.

The Minister for Works: It is a case of
having the right key to the wrong room.

Hon. A. V. R. AB3BOTT: As a member of
Parliament one naturally bears a number
of rumours, and I feel they should be
advanced in public so that everyone wrnl
know about them.

The Minister for Works: The rumour is
not correct, but some thought is being
given to the situation.

Ron. A. V, R. ABBOTT: I am glad to
hear that, and that is all I have to say.

MR. BRADY (Guildford-Midland)
(5.33]: There has been a development In
my electorate in the last week which I
think I should bring before the Committee.
The other night I asked the Minister for
Police the following question:-

Further to jny questions last week
relative to police activities at Midland
Junction-
(1) Is it a fact that additional prop-

erty has now been purchased?
(2) If the answer is in the affirmative,

will he state for what purposes
the property was required?

The Minister replied-
(1) Yes.
(2) It is intended to use the ground

floor as soon as possible for the
Midland Junction traffic branch

and the upper floor later as offices
for a district inspector who will
have his headquarters at Midland
Junction.

The reason I raise this matter on the
Public Works and Buildings Vote is be-
cause I believe it is about time the Govern-
ment thought about constructing a build-
ing in Midland Junction that would cater
for all Government departments. This
idea of buying a two-storey building in
Midland Junction is not a good augury for
the future.

Twelve months ago I wrote to the de-
partment concerned and also to two or
three Ministers, and pointed out that about
200 yards away from where they had
bought this building, there was a hotel
known as the delicensed Victoria Hotel
which would have been ideal for aL Public
Works Department building. I believe
that in the meantime the building has
been sold for a, song. Now we find the
Government buying another building 200
yards closer to the town. I do not think
such a policy should be pursued by any
Government-no matter which Govern-
ment It is.

I do not think the building that has
been bought for a traffic office is suitable.
The congestion that is likely to take place
in front of the office in Midland Junction
will be worse in a few years than that
which occurs in James-st. today. I de-
plore the Policy of the Government in
turning down one of its own buildings and,
after selling it, within 12 months buying
another. Midland Junction has arrived at
the stage where there should be some de-
termined action on the part of the Govern-
ment to construct a building which can be
used to house all Government departments.

At the moment we have the Water Sup-
ply Department stuck away in a part of
the railway property in Railway Parade
and half the time people cannot find the

deprtmnt. Then, again, around the
corner we have the office of the State Elec-
tricity Commission and In another corner
In Midland Junction we find officers from
a department collecting rates for a few
hours a week. In yet another corner
money is being collected for some other
department. We should not continue that
policy.

If it considers the position, the Govern-
ment will find that a large percentage of
the people coming in from Bellevue, Mid-
land Junection, Greenmount, Bassendean,
Midvale and similar Places are doing so
for the purpose of visiting the Water Sup-
ply Department, the State Electricity Com-
mission or the Main Roads Department.
all of which are centralied in the city. I
think it was the member for Moore who
was discussing the question of decentra-
lisation. He said that we should encourage
People to go into the country. I agree
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with that, and I agree also with the prin-
ciple that all Government departments
should be decentralised.

Why should people have to come from
the suburbs into the city every time they
require something to be done? If they
want the water supply connected, it is
necessary for them to come into the city
area to see the Water Supply Department
about it. The same Is the position with
electricity matters. The eastern suburbs
are growing to such an extent that there
is a very good case for the erection of
a public works building.

In the heart of Midland Junction there
is a Police station. It is a. valuable prop-
erty alongside the Commonwealth Bank.
The other day a block near it was sold for
25,000. In MY opinion, the Police station
and the building would be worth £14,000.
I suggest to the Government that It sells
that Property and puts the money aside
for a decent Public works building, be-
cause the Population In Midland Junction
and the surrounding districts which is
estimated to be in the vicinity of 30.000,
Is so large that people there cannot con-
tinue to go into the city for everything
they require In the way of business with
Government departments. Everybody is
crying out about the congestion that is
taking place.

MY view of the Narrows bridge is that
all Governments are encouraging people
to come to the city. If things were done
Properly and decentralised, there would be
no advocacy at all for that bridge. Why
should all the business come into the city
to boost the big companies and large in-
terests? With the expansion in the suburbs
today, there should be far more decen-
tralisation of Government services.

It would appear that all parties are in
favour of decentralisation. But when a
party is in Power it appears to oppose de-
centralisation and seeks to concentrate all
interest in Perth. If Government and
other activities were decentralised, there
would be no necessity for people to come
over the Causeway and the Narrows
bridge, thereby causing the congestion
about which we hear so much.

In a few Years time Midland Junction
will be catering for thousands more than
it is at present. I think it is estimated
that between 15,000 and 20.000 people
have entered those outer metropolitan
suburbs as a. result of immigration. As
the member for the district I feel it is
my duty to bring this matter of provid-
Ing buildings for Government depart-
ments at Midland Junction before the
Government.

I also felt it was my duty to refer to
the activity that has taken place in the
last fortnight when the Government
bought a building for its offices In Viveash-
rd.. which is a busy, thoroughfare. al-
though there was available a Property 200

yards away known as the delicensed Vic-
toria Hotel. With £1,000 or £2,000 spent
on the latter building by way of improve-
ments, it could have been used to house
all the Government departments. I hope
the Minister and the Government will
have some regard to what I have said. I
would not have minded the purchase of
the Property to which I have referred if
no one had drawn the attention of the
department to the fact that this other
building was nearby. On more than one
occasion. I have advocated that Govern-
ment departments be housed in it.

We have on the one hand the traffic
Office which Is half a mile from the local
court house, and the local court house
which is two or three hundred yards f rom
the police station. They should all be
brought together in one building, and not
scattered as they are at present. With
those few remarks, I support the Vote.

Progress reported till a later stage of
the sitting.

(Continued on.page 2133.)

BILL-TOWN PLANNING
AND DEVELOPMENT
ACT AMENDMENT.

Message.
Message from the Governor received and

read recommending appropriation for the
Purposes of the Bill.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

BON. D. BRAND (Greenough) [5.43]:
This Bill comes to the House at a very late
stage as the result of an unforeseen cir-
cumistance. I hope that both Houses of
Parliament will combine and co-operate to
ensure that the objects of the legislation
anyway are placed on the statute book be-
cause if we are to have a regional plan, we
must at this stage ensure that there is
some interim legislation to enable the posi-
tion to be held until sonic authority can
be set UP under what could perhaps be
termed major legislation on the subject.

I would remind the House that Professor
Stephenson was brought out here by our
own Government and, in conjunction with
Mr. Hepburn-the appointed Town Plan-
ning Commissioner-has Produced a plan
for the regional area of Perth. When it
was produced, it was welcomed by all sec-
tions of the people because, for many
years, there has been an agitation for the
production of a plan in order that the City
of Perth and the surrounding areas might
grow in accordance with a plan and not
develop, as Sydney and Melbourne have
done, in such a way as to present the people
with some real town-planning problems
and traffic congestion.

It would be fair to say, I think, that
many People felt this would be another
plan proaluced by a long-haired professor,
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and that it would ultimately be pigeon-
holed because no one could face up to the
suggestions and recommendations made, as
they would be almost impracticable. How-
ever, it is pleasing to be able to say that
this plan has appealed to most people who
think about such issues and are prepared
to make some sacrifices. They feel it is a
very practical plan and is aimed at a great
achievement with the minimum of upset.
Human nature being what it is, unless full
consideration was given to the rights of the
individual and to the degree of upset to
his home and property, and the effect on
the community at large, such a plan would
have very little hope of being approved by
Parliament.

Having received the plan, the Govern-
ment decided that the issues involved were
so controversial that an advisory com-
mittee should be established, including
representation of the Government, political
parties in Parliament, local governing
authorities, the City of Perth, the City of
Fremantle and Goverrnent departments.
Hon. H. Hearn and Hon. L. C. Diver in
another place and I were chosen to repre-
sent the Opposition.

During the first two or three meetings
of the advisory committee, great progress
was made. We approved of the plan in
principle. We all felt that if we did not
do so, the plan would be shelved; we would
get another one, and the problems con-
tained therein would be equally difficult.

I would instance the many plans sub-
mitted concerning Fremnantle harbour, each
of which was shelved because of the effect
it would have upon some individual or be-
cause of political repercussions that would
take place if it were implemented, flight
up to the present, the development of
Fremnantle harbour has been, and is still,
a subject of great controversy in spite of
the fact that four or five plans have been
prepared by some of the world's greatest
authorities. In respect of this plan by
Professor Stephenson and his colleague,
unless we are prepared to make certain
sacrifices and face the problems which are
evident in it. we will never have a plan.

As I have said, the advisory committee
made progress, having accepted the plan in
principle. Certain decisions were made
such as the resumption of the area that
would include the marshalling yards at
Welshpool. They were a key point In the
plan Itself, and that decision had to be
made in order that the rest of the plan
might be Implemented. Just before my
Mlless, however, I felt that the committee
was beginning to bog down, because it was
coming to the real problem-that of re-
sumption or the acquirement of land and
payment for it. We began to see the diffi-
culties involved In that phase. Neverthe-
less, let me say that every member was
still very anxious that something should be
done and that progress should be made.

Then there was the by-election at Bun-
bury, and the political situation became
such that decisions of a major character
were not reached by the Government. So,
in order that the position might be held
until the legislation recommended in the
report could be brought to this House, and
a competent town-planning authority could
be set up, it was agreed that the legislation
that is before us might be introduced as
interim development legislation-to ensure
that buildings were not erected in the
path of the recommended railway lines
and roads; that the country was not going
to be involved in expenditure on compen-
sation to People who would like to take
advantage of the situation.

The recommendation of the advisory
committee was that the interim legislation,
which would be necessary in any case.
should be -for 18 months. But in view of
the fact that an election is Pending, and
that there is little time left to deal with
the matter this session, the Country Party
and my own party decided that we could
agree to interim legislation for 12 months,
which would ensure the early reconsidera-
tion of all aspects of the problem of getting
this plan under way.

I think it was said at an advisory com-
mittee meeting that we were prepared to
co-operate to the fullest extent to ensure
that this Hill would become an Act, pro-
vided that it contained the minimum of
control for the minimum of time. That is
where I find myself at present. The Hill
In general is satisfactory. I am most an-
xious that we should have the legislation on
the statute book because, unless we can get
this Bill through during this session of
Parliament, we will find it very difficult to
stir the machinery of Government and the
enthusiasm of people again in order to get
the plan under way.

The plan when carried out will involve
many upsets for private individuals. To
some extent it will have a great deal of
injurious effect: but I think that, provided
we educate the people and campaign
amongst them for the acceptance of the
plan, which is so necessary to metro-
politan and regional development, it will
ultimately become a fact.

A period of many years is covered by the
plan. Some of the recommendations will
not be carried out for 20 or 30 years; but.
as the professor has pointed out, now Is the
time to make a start. Now Is the time to
act in order to avoid the expenditure of
many more millions of pounds than would
otherwise confront us. I therefore recom-
mend to the House that it accept the legis-
lation as a starting-point-as an anchor.
as it were-in order to make sure that the
idea we had when we invited Professor
Stephenson to come to Western Australia
will be brought to frultion.

I do not think there is a great deal more
that I need say on the subject, though one
Could continue discussing town planning
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for a very long time. When other members to time provisions creep into legislation
have spoken and the Committee stage is
reached, certain suggestions will be made.
It is not proposed to move any amend-
ments, in order that there will not be
any delay occasioned by the need for re-
printing the Bill. But If the Minister will
co-operate-and I am sure he will, because
we have had discussions not only with him
but also with the Chief Secretary-and if
we can obtain the Information we desire.
this Bill will leave the House in its present
form with the hope that another place will
make amendments which will be suggested
or that a reasonable explanation will be
given as to why they are not acceptable.

Hon. J1. B. Sleeman: Do you agree with
the suggestion that general cargo should
be carted from Fremantle to a shed at
Welshpool and carted away from there
again?

Hon. D. BRAND: I am representing the
Opposition. The member for Fremantle
did not ask the Opposition what it thought
about upriver development. He seemed to
be interested in the Government of the
day.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: You are a member
of the committee. What do you think
about it?

Hon. D. BRAND: I suggest the hon.
member should see his own Government.
In any event, I was one of the members
who accepted the plan in principle; and
if the hon. member is going to pick on
any one part, we will never have a plan.
The situation will be the same as has pre-
vailed with regard to the Premantle har-
bour for years. The member for Fremantle
has been talking about the harbour for
years.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: And he will still
do it.

Hon. D. BRAND: I would ask for the
Minister's co-operation during the Com-
mittee stage when we feel that detailed
discussion of the Bill could take place and
we could have our queries answered.

MR. COURT (Nedlands) (5.58]: As I
see the Bill, and from the explanation
given by the Minister, the object is to hold
the position in respect of development
within the prescribed area with a view
to avoiding unnecessary dislocation, incon-
venience, speculation, expense and-pos-
sibly-abuse. If that is the real object of
the Bill, one can do nothing but en-
thusiastically support it, even though more
time is necessary properly to digest the
import of such a measure.

First of all, I would like to express the
view that we will never achieve real suc-
cess here with town planning unless we
can capture the imagination and the good-
will of the people. No matter how care-
fully legislation may be drafted, and no
matter how well-intentioned its authors
might be, the fact remains that from time

which may be interpreted harshly, and
therefore it comes down to a question of
extreme caution and sympathetic treat-
ment by the administration in handling
the general public when the interpreta-
tion of the law is Involved.

I hazard a guess; that had the Perth
City Council handled Its position better
in respect of the zoning by-law, it would
not have had the trouble It has experi-
enced. I have been at some pains to ex-
plain to the town clerk that, had the coun-
cil given the same publicity after the
gazetting of the by-law as that which it
gave before, the by-law would have been
accepted by the public in general as being
necessary and the great upsurge of dis-
content would not have arisen. As the
result of some other activities in which
he is engaged, the Minister for Housing
well knows that once public opinion starts
to roll on. there is always somebody pre-
pared to jump on to the band-waggon and
give it an extra push along the road.

The Minister for Housing: It would be
difficult to push it along the road when
you were on it!

Mr. COURT: Personally, I was thinking
it would probably be a little odd, but the
Minister will understand what I meant to
convey. However, if a matter is attacked
with due regard for public feeling and
reaction at the start, I think that much
discontent can be removed. There is no-
thing like an explanation to remove dis-
content and prevent its ever reaching a
dangerous level.

My firm conviction regarding the Perth
City Council zoning by-law was that it
gave the impression, rightly or wrongly,
that once the council got the gazettal
through, following the Minister's signa-
ture, it felt, "The less we say about it
publicly, the better." The measure does
suggest, as I see it, the maximum degree
of consultation and co-operation between
local authorities and public authorities.
The measure defines "public authorities,"
and during the Committee stage I propose
to seek further enlightenment from the
Minister on what the definition means,
unless, when he replies to the present de-
bate, he can be more explicit as to the
type of authorities, persons and corpora-
tions that will be covered.

The Minister for Housing: What speci-
fic objections have you to the present de-
finition?

Mr. COURT: I have not any specific ob-
jections except that the definition is diff-
cult to understand, unless there is some
simple explanation. It does provide that
a "Public authority" can mean, amongst
other things, "any other person or body,
whether corporate or not, who or which,
under the authority of any Act, adminis-
ters or carries on for the benefit of the
State a social service or public utility". I
have tried to Interpret those words and
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relate them to some actual circumstance
in the proposed region. Perhaps the Min-
ister can quote an actual case in the
metropolitan region where the definition
would apply.

If the definition is too wide, it can have
far-reaching effects, particularly when we
come to the clause dealing with coin-
pensatlon. As the Minister will recall, the
compensation is to be borne by a public
authority, and the appropriate public
authority is determined in accordance
with that clause. I invite the attention of
members to the fact that, while this is
interim in nature and there is provision
for the interim order to expire automatic-
ally at the 31st December, 1956, unless
extended by this Parliament, the effects
of the interim order will not necessarily
be short-termed.

It is rather like the building of the
Narrows bridge. When it is built, it Is
there, and no one is going to say. "I do
not like it: take it away." It will be done,
and beyond recall. So. we need to realise
that this can have a long-term effect, al-
though the intention is to be interim,
as explained by the Minister. I have In
mind the provision In the Bill for the dis-
allowance of the interim order. The in-
terim order will be laid on the Table of
both Houses of Parliament, and it can be
disallowed in the same manner as we dis-
allow regulations, by-laws and the like.

The Bill contains a provision which
could react harshly because it provides
that the revocation of one of these orders
by the resolution of either House of Par-
liament shall not affect the operation of
the order with respect to anything done
or omitted to be done pursuant to the
order prior to the revocation. The Minis-
ter, in his reply, might be prepared to
deal with this point, or he might leave
it to a more detailed discussion when the
Bill is in Committee. Members, on reflec-
tion, will appreciate that it will be seven
or eight months or more-it could be less
-before Parliament will have an appor-
tunity to deal with any interim order
complained of. Even after some hon.
member gives notice of his Intention to
move for the disallowance of the order,
there could be a lapse of some weeks be-
fore it is dealt with, thus bringing the
time from six or seven months up to nine
or even ten months.

In the meantime, the effect of the
interim order is there and the Bill speci-
fically requires that the revocation does
not affect the operation of the order with
respect to anything done or omitted pur-
suant to the order prior to the revoca-
tion. As I see it, all sorts of things could
happen during that period of a few
months, or some longer period up to nine
or 10 months. As I read the provisions of
the Bill, no redress would be available to
any person who suffered damage because
of this order continuing for several
months.

The Minister for Housing: What might
be an example of the damage that could
be done?

Mr. COURT: It could be something
where action is taken fairly quickly by an
authority authorised to do so under this
order, and the use of a particular piece of
ground has been denied for a specific
purpose. Over a given period, this could
create hardship. I cannot quote a specific
case at the moment, but it could easily
happen. I point out that Parliament
would not disallow a regulation very often:
there would be some very good reason
why it disallowed a regulation of this
type. The regulation would be disallowed
because a majority of either House felt
strongly regarding a particular order.

In view of that, it is most Improbable
that the position will -arise, but it could.
where there is a dispute between the Par-
liament, as such, and the Government of
the day. If Parliament feels sufficiently
strongly about the position, members can,
even though they know there is a com-
pensation clause, disallow the interim
order by resolution of either House. The
danger to the Government, or to the pub-
lic authority defined in the Bill, Is not
very great, but it is one of those things
where we should, If we can do so without
delaying the passage of the Bill, incorpor-
ate some Provision so that in the event
of damage being suffered by an owner
through the operation of this order,
which is subsequently revoked by a reso-
lution of Parliament, he shall receive com-
pensation.

The Minister for Housing: That would
probably be inviting many hundreds of
thousands of applications, based on real
or Imaginary grounds.

Mr. COURT: That might be so, but I am
afraid that in a democratic country, we
have to accept the fact that there are cer-
tain inconveniences.

The Minister for Hewsing: I think the
operation of the plan, when we reach that
stage, will inevitably mean inconvenience
to a number of people.

Mr. COURT: Yes, but if we are prepared,
in the interests of public goodwill, to be
tolerant to these people, we will go further
in the long run. We were debating a
similar provision yesterday and the day
before, and the Minister for Works felt
strongly on this point. I do not think any
hardship or disadvantage will confront the
public authority, but if people appeal, then
they have the satisfaction of having made
an appeal. It should also be realised that
the appeal is to a Minister and not to an
outside tribunal. Therefore, the conse-
quences to the Government of the day
surely are not going to be very great. As
I see it, the appeal would be made to the
Minister and he would, if necessary,
appoint an arbitrater in accordance with
the compensation section which is included
in the Bill.
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I was interested in the provisions which
envisage much of this work In connection
with the interim development order being
done through the local authority. I assume
that the object is a, genuine attempt to
encourage the co-operation and support of
the local authority, rather than for any
other purpose. I cannot imagine any other
rea-son for it. Obviously, if the local auth-
lority is well involved in the discussion and
It Is taken Into the counsels of the Town
Planning Board and the Governmtent,
greater co-operation should be expected.

If the Minister will comiment on that, I
shall be obliged because there might be
some other reason that has prompted these
provisions where the orders are to a large
extent dealt with by the local authority.
and information on certain points is con-
veyed likewise through the local authority.
A further point is the effect of the interim
order on existing regulations, by-laws and
town-planning schemes. I cannot refer
specifically to the clause, but I think the
Minister will appreciate the one I mean.

The Minister for Housing: it might
appear on page 10, for instance.

Mr. COURT: No, it is four pages before
that. The Bill provides that an interim
order may suspend, vary, supplement or
supersede any of the provisions of a town-
planning scheme relating to any part of
the metropolitan region approved by the
Minister in accordance with the provisions
of this Act, etc. That Act, of course, is
the Town Planning and Development Act.
Under that proposal, a lot of the develop-
ment which has taken place hona fide in
the course of the administration of local
authorities, could be overridden by the new
Bill. Does the explanation of the Minister
given the other night cover these paints
in so far as any existing usage is auto-
mnatically approved in spite of the interim
order? The other night the Minister, in
introducing the Bill, explained that existing
usage is not interfered with.

The Minister for Housing: That is so.
Mr. COURT: Does not the provision in

the Bill conflict with that approach? There
is provision here where the Bill does not
intend to interfere with existing usage, and
then we find this other provision which
suspends, varies, supplements, etc., existing
town-planning schemes and by-laws under
the Municipal Corporations Act and the
Road Districts Act.

The Minister for Housing: It is intended
to apply to any new development.

Mr. COURT: The Minister is satisfied
that the existing development is not inter-
fered with.

The Minister for Housing: That Is so.
Mr. COURT: There could come a time

when we would have to interfere with
existing development because it was ab-
solutely opposed to the plan that we sought
to Implement.

The minister for Housing: That is so,
but we must bear In mind that this is
interim legislation and is not to give effect
to the plan. What you say would probably
follow later, but not in connection with
this legislation.

Mr. COURT: on the question of penal-
ties, the Minister said they were fairly
light because a penalty not exceeding £50
is Imposed. I think that is a minor penalty
compared with the one which appears in
the clause after the one referring to £50.
It gives the authorities the right to destroy,
pull down and make good, etc., the work
that has been unlawfully undertaken by
those people who defy the local authority
acting under this legislation. I feel that is
necessary, and I am not raising objection to
the penalty.

I want to point out that the greatest
penalty under the Act to these people is
the right to pull down, at their expense,
what they have done unlawfully. One
cannot have a sympathetic feeling towards
these people. We know that during the
time of housing shortages, we had people
who would suffer any financial loss, in the
way of penalties, so long as they could
buiid a home to their own specifications;
and they would defy authority. The pro-
vision in this measure to give the authority
the right to go and pull a place down at
the expense of the owner is a more severe
and satisfactory penalty than the £50.

Sitting suspended from 6.30 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. COURT: There is provision in this
measure for a degree of co-operation by
what is termed a- public authority in the
event of some work being undertaken or
being desired by that public authority.
The Bill apparently attempts to avoid any
suggestion that a Government depart-
ment, State trading concern or any of
those bodies that might come within the
definition of a public authority, can bull-
doze its way through regardless of the im-
plications of this interim development
order in respect of private people. There
Is good reason why we cannot hamstring
public authorities too much because they
do, to a certain extent, fall into a different
category from private development.

However, I suggest that during this in-
terim period there is much to be gained
by those in charge of this legislation and
those who are in any way in control of
Public authorities In setting an example of
co-operation and consideration with a view
to paving the way for the permanent or
long-term measure to cover town planning
which presumably will be introduced by
the Government of the day in the next
parliamentary session.

There is nothing more irksome to pri-
vate individuals than to see Government
departments and public authorities not
confonning1 to the laws or the restrictions
that are imposed on private people. We
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all know how tantalising it is to be told
that it is the policy of the Government of
the day to impose credit restrictions and
to realise that one cannot obtain bank
credits for building and then to read in
the daily Press that the bank was going
to spend £1,000,000 on the erection of new
premises. That is very tantalizing. The
people In charge of the administration can
engender much goodwill and understanding
by making sure that where a public autho-
rity has to cut across the development
order it has done so only in cases of ex-
treme urgency and dire necessity.

The compensation Provisions in the Bill
are very interesting and I think, in some
ways, unusual. Personally. I do not think
they go far enough. I have already ex-
pressed my disagreement with the pro-
vision that should this Parliament disal-
low an interim order, there is no compen-
sation payable to the injured party in re-
spect of anything done during the period
of the operation of that order and up to
and including the date when it is revoked
by Parliament. The Minister did explain
that there should be no compensation in
respect of zoning. By interjection, I stated
that, in my opinion, there could be in-
jurious affection through zoning, although
I readily agree that there would be many
eases--and I have no doubt they would
be in the majority-where people would
be beneficially, rather than injuriously,
affected through zoning. However, we
have to consider the minority as well as
the majority and I feel that this compensa-
tion clause warrants further examination.

Finally, I would like to comment on the
publicity provisions of this Bill. Members
are well aware of my strong feelings on
the lack of publicity by the Perth City
Council in its recent attempt at town plan-
ning. I do not know whether these autho-
rities. realise that very few people, com-
paratively speaking, get the "Government
Gazette" or have any reason to follow up
official announcements in that publication.
Admittedly, the law says that one shall
publish a notice in certain papers for a.
certain number of times.

I have no doubt that the Perth City
Council observed the law to the letter, but
in these days. when we are governed so
much by regulation, where there is Bill
after Bill becoming an Act with provision
for government regulation in some form
or other, it is extremely difficult for mem-
bers of Parliament, who have access to
the regulations on the Table of the House,
to keep up with all of them. Therefore.
how much more difficult is it for indi-
viduals to keep up with them?

I am not so much concerned with large
corporations that have big staffs, or legal
advisers and other such People. They have
some duty to keep themselves informed of
these matters. But many of these regula-
tions are going to affect small house-
holders with no business acumen and very

little tnowledge on how to go about these
things. Therefore, I suggest to the Gov-
ernment that it errs on the side of ample
Publicity. Even though the law says that
one insertion shall be placed in the "Gov-
ernment Gazette" and one insertion shall
be placed in the daily Press, why not go
beyond that? No one will get into trouble
for publicizing a provision too often.

There are two questions involved. One
is the publicity in connection with the in-
terim order and the other is the publicity
in connection with any change in that
order, such as the cancellation of It or an
amendment made to it. Whilst the pub-
licitY Is being made, additional to the
legal requirements of publication in the
"Government Gazette" and the daily
Paper, I feel that emphasis should be
placed on the rights of the people In re-
spect of the law. This measure provides
that one has only 30 days in which to
appeal to the Minister. That Is a fairly
short time and I can understand the reason
for that.

But nothing will be lost if some expense
is incurred, for example, on an advertise-
ment about three columns wide and about
three inches deep to be inserted a couple
of times in the daily Press inviting the at-
ten tion of people to the notice in the "Gov-
ernment Gazette" and to their rights and
privileges. If those people are too lazy to
take advantange of their rights after that
is done, we cannot have any brief for
them. However, a mere announcement in
the "Government Gazette and the daily
Press is insufficient.

I feel that in addition to the publicity
that is required, those that are to admin-
ister this interim order in the next twelve
months have a serious responsibility. if
they administer this order in a spirit of
co-operation, consideration and the great-
est possible degree of tact in submitting
information to the public, I think it could
be a turning point in the history of town
planning. It could create the necessary
atmosphere for people to accept the in-
evitable provisions that will follow a major
town planning Project.

It is the duty of all of us not to adopt
a selfish and narrow view, but to do all
in our Power to interest people through
our own personal contacts and to inform
them of what is being done through town
Planning. We can demonstrate to them
that the Government of the day, no matter
which party is in office, is anxious to ob-
tain their co-operation and to be gener-
ous if there Is any doubt and, above all.
to cause the miminium hardship to the
People concerned. I support the measure.

HON. C. V. J. NORTH (Claremont)
[7.40): 1 wish to support the measure. I
do not want to go over the ground that
has already been covered by previous
speakers because that has been done ade-
quately. The Bill was also well explained
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by the Minister -when he introduced it,
by the Deputy Leader of the Opposition
when he spoke to it and, latterly, by the
member for Nedlands. I think the only
fear we have in regard to this legislation is
to what extent we will be able to implement
this provision after it has become law.

At the outset, I would like to delve back
into history and refer to what happened in
the cities of Paris and London. How many
of us have read-probably only when we
were at school-that after the Great Fire
and the Plague in London, Christopher
Wren was engaged to replan the city just
as Professor Stephenson was engaged to
plan our City of Perth. Sir Christopher
Wren submitted a magnificant scheme for
a new London. His proposals included the
provision of wide streets and a town that
would have been almost like the Utopia
that was created by Sir Thomas Moore.
However, all that emerged from the plan
submitted by Sir Christopher Wren was the
erection of St. Paul's Cathedral, The rea-
son was that opposition was put forward
against the plan in those days.

Despite careful legislation, a great degree
of co-operation will have to be used in
this instance. The big businessmen of
London banded themselves together and
every time it was suggested that their
street be dealt with according to the plan,
it was found that the plan was blocked
and no steps could be taken to deal with
that area. It was not until World War II,
when Hitler dropped his bombs on London
that the authorities had an opportunity
to replan the city.

Now let us try to consider the City of
Par-is, which everyone knows is most beau-
tiful. After the revolution of 1789, when
Napoleon came to power, wide and impos-
Ing boulevards and avenues were formed
in that city. I am convinced that if the
Minister for Housing or the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition were granted the powers
that Napoleon had in these days when
replanning Paris, they would, in their
stride, create a beautiful city for us here.
That is the only way by which they could
carry out such a plan.

Unfortunately we have to deal with
vested and private interests when any
town-planning scheme is mooted. The dif-
ficulty will be to obtain the statesmanship
that will be needed if this Bill becomes
law and after the 12 months have elapsed
so that we will be able to succeed in over-
coming these difficulties. After Professor
Stephenson's plan had been published in.
the Press, I noticed that day after day
people approached me and said that it was
a wonderful plan except for "A" and that
would have to be changed. The next man
who would approach me would repeat the
same words and say that it was a gocj
plan except for "B" which would have t.o
be changed. This went on for about three
or four weeks. If we cared to add up
all the faultc in the plan, I am sure we
would find there would be no good left

in it. I would like to see this plan im-
plemented, but every objection that can
be raised by any individual will be raised.

If we take our minds back to the early
legislation dealing with town planning, we
will recall that there was always a keen
officer present in the town planning office.
One could always consult him at any time
and he would have ready at hand all the
data that was required and information
about what had happened in the past. In
most cases the local authorities were con-
cerned to ensure that nothing would be
done in regard to town planning at least
while they were still in office. If we do
succeed it will be a major achievement.
How different it was when Melbourne and
Adelaide were planned on the blueprints
over stretches of soil. This time we are
fighting interests at every crossing. I
support the Bill and give the plan my
blessing. I wish success to those en-
trusted with its implementation.

[RON. A. F. WATTS (Stirling) [7.461:
1 and those associated with me support
the second reading of this measure be-
cause we consider that it is necessary to
have some temporary legislation to ensure
that nothing unwise is done which might
ultimately interfere with the implementa-
tion of whatever developmental plan
might have been decided upon.

We are glad that the measure itself
is not to continue indefinitely, realising
that there will have to be. because of the
terms of the major clauses in the Bill
with regard to the important nature of
the developmental plan, a review by Par -
liament at a not too distant date. We
cannot work up quite the same en-
thusiasm for the very considerable ex-
penditure which will obviously be neces-
sary to implement this plan unless the
financial conditions and the availability
of funds to the Government of Western
Australia change very rapidly.

While we appreciate and agree that it
is necessary for this planning to be done,
we feel that unless the financial position
changes considerably, the Government will,
in regard to the expenditure required.
have to proceed slowly because whatever
Government is in office, it will have to take
into consideration the many urgent re-
quirements of large portions of the State
and, indeed, of other aspects in the metro-
politan region which are requiring and
will require, during the Period when the
plan is to be implemented, very urgent
consideration.

As time goes on it will be very interest-
ing to see the final legislation and plan
emerge from the work done by Professor
Stephenson. He was, of course, invited
to visit Western Australia to guide the
community on the planning of the metro-
politan area by the Government of which
I was a member. We realised then, as
we realise now, that this work has to be
done if the very considerable growth of
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population in this State and therefore in
Perth itself, is to be coped with. We view
with some trepidation the forecast which
Professor Stephenson made in his report
as to the population trends in Western
Australia.

We are convinced that if they are al-
lowed to proceed unhindered, to reach the
position that is prophesied by Professor
Stephenson, in a period of 30 years men-
tioned by him, 80 per cent, of the people
will be in the metropolitan area and the
remaining 20 per cent. over the rest of
Lhis State of 900,000 square miles. It will
be little short of a disaster not only to
the State as a whole but to the metro-
politan area in particular. In consequence,
while I reiterate, and with complete con-
viction, that we are agreed to the neces-
sity for this planning to be done and im-
plemented within a reasonable time, we
assert without fear of contradiction that
every effort must be made and every
reasonable thing must be done to prevent
the coming into actual fruition the popula-
tion trends referred to by Professor Ste-
phenson.

We do not say that Only in the interests
of rural electorates represented by most
of us but we also say it, and without
any fear of successful contradiction, in
the interests of the State. Its development
since the first responsible Government-I
shall confine myself to that only-has, of
course been somewhat of a higgledy-
piggledy nature in the metropolitan area.
We admit that an end must be made to
such a situation. I am convinced that the
activities of the Government must be di-
rected as much as possible to make it more
likely that the greatest number of per-
sons, and wherever possible of industries
will be attracted away from the metro-
politan region into other parts of the
State.

In the other parts of the State we have
the same pleasant climate, the same hos-
pitality and type of people. It only requires
to produce some effect on this problem,
which I admit is a very great one, a de-
termination to ensure that every possible
opportunity--although opportunities might
be limited in number-be taken to develop
the outer areas of the State. Although
it will be quite apparent to everyone that
the population of the metropolitan area
miust substantially increase, there should
be some more orderly state of affairs and
some better balanced population trends.
The net result would be to the complete
advantage of this State.

For the time being, I content myself
with supporting the second reading and ex-
pressing the hope of the Deputy leader of
the opposition and member for Greenough
that one or two of the amendments that
he debated and argued very strongly for,
will be accepted by the Government in
another Place.

MR, JOHNSON (Leederville) [7.531: 1
wish to produce only two thoughts in re-
lation to town planning. One is that I
appeal to those in charge of this plan to
make up their minds swiftly and to define
accurately and promptly just what they
are going to do, and when they are going
to do it. To illustrate the requirements
for which I am pleading the plan envisages
a major road or a controlled access high-
way through, or very close to, the principal
business section of Leederville. The route
Is laid down in the plan in some detail
There is general agreement by the business
people in the neighbourhood that this is a
very good plan.

The information I have been able to
obtain in relation to that matter Is that the'
roadway will be at least 66 feet, and pos-
sibly 99 feet and even wider, and that it
will follow the line approximately where
the drainage reserve is situated and crosses
Oxford-st. above ground level. This in-
formation was well accepted by the business
People, but it so happens that there is a
picture garden in course of construction
alongside the drainage reserve and on the
other side of the street there is a factory
the owner of which desires to make some
alterations to its structure.

Those who are operating the furniturf
factory have been warned that it will be
inadvisable to carry out the alterations
until the roadway has been defined and
the picture theatre proprietor was simi-
larly warned. These two buildings are on
opposite sides not only of Oxford-st., but
of the drainage reserve. It is obvious that
both of them will not be affected. if a
decision can be made swiftly as to where
that road will lie, one at least of those
two businesses could go ahead with its
plans.

It is not necessary that the work be
done immediatedly, but a decision must
be made swiftly. It is unnecessary, for
instance, that compensation be given now.
It need not be given until such time as the
occupants are deprived the use of their
property. I do urge that swift decisions as
to location be made so that parties affected
in such a situation-and there must be
many other parties affected by similar
situations-can proceed with plans that
are at present held up.

I have already informed the people con-
cerned that from the best information
that I1 could obtain it will be at least five
years before that road Is commenced. The
delay does not worry them. What they
want to know is whether or not they will
have to wait for five years before carrying
out the proposed alterations. That is the
ground of complaint on that matter. I1
trust that all parties will do their best to
accelerate decisions.

The second point I wish to put forward
is that over the area defined in the ul~an
and covered by this legislation, there
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should be some authority lying between
the Government and the several local
authorities in control. It should be akin
to the Melbourne Metropolitan Board of
Works, and should be representative of
the bodies held responsible for taking the
plan to the people, as was suggested by
the member for Nedlands, and a body
which possibly in the future might become
responsible for the municipal control in-
side the area, of such undertakings as
passenger transport, water supply, electri-
city and gas extensions--matters; which
would appear to lie more suitably in the
hands of an authority covering a limited
area serving the people, than they at pres-
ent do In the hands of the Government.
That is not to say they should be taken
out of the hands of the Government com-
pletely but the detailed administration
should be close to the People it administers.

I would like to Commend the Plan as a
whole, and particularly the table that lies
at the back of the report showing the
types of construction which are recom-
mended to be Permitted in the various
areas, some as a right, some by permission.
and some completely confined to limited
localities. The idea is much more flexible
than that responsible for the rejection of
the City of Perth council plant. I am
pleased to see that the idea of Planning
and looking into the future and control-
ling those activities for the benefit of the
community as a whole is eventually pene-
trating Into the consciousness of members
of the Opposition parties, as it has been in
the thinking of those on this side for
many years.

MR. J. HEGNEY (Middle Swan) [7.581:
I support this Bill because its first task
is to implement and direct the develop-
ment of town-planning principles in West-
ern Australia. I have no doubt that wvhen
the main provisions are given effect they
will do a great deal for the State, and
particularly for the metropolitan area.

For my Part, I have always taken a
very keen interest in town planning. Long
before I entered Parliament, I attended
lectures given by university men and town
Planners from other Parts of the world in
its very early stages of development. I also
followed the discussions that took place
in Parliament when the late Hon. Alex
M'ccallum, who was Minister for
Works, appointed a Royal Commission
to inquire into town planning. As
a result of the report received the Town
Planning and Development Act was Passed.
There is no doubt that the late Alex Mc-
Callum, in his ministerial capacity, gave
a great impetus to the development of
Perth into a city beautiful and there are
many evidences of his works that stand
as a memorial to him.

I still have a COPY Of the report of Mr.
Boas who, as chairman of the commission,
made many excellent recomlmendations.
Unfortunately they were not implemented

because of the advent of the depression in
the early thirties and so we drifted on
until the times are now crying out for
activity in the metropolitan area, particu-
larly having regard to the fact that motor
transport has changed conditions com-
pletely. Now we are confronted with the
need for providing arterial and by-pas
roads for the benefit of the community. If
we do not try to do something without
further delay, the cost to those who come
after us will unquestionably be prohibitive.

Last year when motoring through
Europe, I saw many of the towns and
cities that had been bombed during the
war. I was in Holland-a country that
suffered considerable bombing from the
Germans. Some of the towns had been re-
built or were in process of being rebuilt on
modern lines.

Mr. Yates: Did you visit Rotterdam?

Mr. J. HEGNEY: I stayed there over
night. There was a place in that city
where the boundaries were being re-
defined, and, of course, there was an oppor-
tunity to rebuild It on modern lines be-
cause it had been almost completely
demolished.

It is a pity that the people who came
to this State in the early years of this
century or previous to that did not bring
some of the ideas from Europe for our
benefit. I passed through Italy, and,
though some people may speak disrespect-
fully of the Italians, I could not but
admire the squares and plazas that exists
in most Italian cities and one may travel
throughout the length and breadth of the
country with facility.

While it is true that Miss Feldman did
incorporate some of those ideas in her
planning of the Kwinana townsite, they
are on a limited scale. In many of the
towns the roads were specially designed to
meet modern conditions of transport and
they are proving of great benefit to the
people.

In my early days there were no motor-
cars and anyone who needed to travel a
long distance went by train or on horse-
back. The increase in motorcars has in-
tensified traffic conditions, and unless we
can build roads to by-pass the main busi-
ness centres, there will be considerable
difficulty. This is being borne In mind
by providing for the road across the pro-
posed new bridge to be continued along
George-st., and out of the city in a
northerly direction. I think Mr. Boas put
up the proposition that the road, instead
of passing to the east of the Barracks.
should be taken through King's Park. I1
entered Paris having travelled from the
south-

Mr. SPEAKER: I point out to the hon.
member that this is not a, Bill for town
Planning and I do not want the debate to
extend in that direction. This is merely an
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Interim measure, and the hon. member
should confine himself more or less to that
and not deal with a town planning scheme.

Mr. J. HEG3NEY: I bow to your ruling,
Mr. Speaker, but I was giving the benefit
of my experience abroad and indicating
what was likely to happen here. Under
the proposals before us, the railway
marshalling yards are to be built at Welsh-
pool, and the people living In that area
will not be able to do anything to their
properties if the measure becomes law. I
am glad that it is not intended to estab-
lish the marshalling yards at Baswater.
The Stephenson plan has suggested a
different idea as to where the marshalling
yards should be located as against that
which was considered in the earlier stages.
The same remark applies to the Swan
River. It was proposed to build-

Mr. SPEAKER: I ask the hon. member
to confine his remarks to the Bill under
discussion.

Mr. J. HEGNEY: That is what I am
doing, but I heard some speaker refer to
other aspects of town planning and I
thought I would be in order in doing so.
If I have to confine myself strictly to the
Bill, very well. The time is opportune for
the introduction of this measure. If the
authorities had built on well defined prin-
ciples of town planning, many of the
existing difficulties, even in my electorate,
could have been rectified, but unfortu-
nately those difficulties are still with us.
The Bill, as a preliminary to the Stephen-
son plan, is a step in the right direction
and I support the second reading.

HON. A. V. R. ABBOTT (Mt. Lawley)
[8.9): I rise for two reasons. I wish to
congratulate the Government Printing
Office on Its excellent performance in
connection with the publication of the
Stephenson report. Too often we ignore
the excellent work our departmental
officers achieve, and there is no harm in
expressing appreciation when good work
has been done.

There is one point I want the Minister
to consider relating to compensation. If
a person whose land is affected by an
order desires to claim compensation, he
may do so or the Government may resume
the land at the valuation of the block at
the date of the refusal of permission. The
Bill states that the Crown may purchase
the land injuriously affected at a price
not exceeding the value at the time of
the refusal of permission or of the grant
of permission subject to conditions with-
out regard to any increase in value attri-
butable to the proposed town planning
scheme for the metropolitan region.

The Minister may have an answer to
my query, but what worries me Is that
assuming the owner does not claim, this
Bill will lapse in due course and the Town
planning and Development Act will be

brought into operation. Will the town plan-
ning Act be made retrospective in the mat-
ter of compensation or will it provide for
compensation as at the value at the date of
the resumption? It might have been wise to
include in this Bill a provision similar to
that included in the measure making the
reservation in connection with land that
was f rozen at Ewinana. This provision
was that all resumptions If and when
made would be paid for as at a specific
date.

Each year the value of land in the
metropolitan area is rising, and it is very
hard to say what is appilcable to this
town planning scheme. The Government
would have been well advised to provide
that if at any time in future land that
was frozen under this measure Is resumed,
during the operation of the legislation
compensation should be paMd as at the
date of this enactment.

Mr. Court: I think that is provided for.
Hon. A. V, R. ABBOTT: I do not think

so. if the owner does not apply, what
happens then? I cannot see that we can
have two dates in the Bill. If the owner
applies and permission is refused, the date
of assessment should be the date of re-
fusal. I do not know of any other date
in the Bill, but I may have missed it.
Perhaps the Minister can explain. That
is the item to which I wished to draw
his attention.

To assess compensation will be ex-
tremely difficult; it will be extremely diffi-
cult to assess the valuation on resumption
in 12 months' time because it could be
claimed that sales in the vicinity have
been affected by town planning and they
must be taken into consideration in asses-
sing the compensation for the particular
land.

Mr. May: floes not that apply to all re-
sumptions?

Hon. A. V. R. ABBOTT.: on ordinary
resumptions, this provision does not ap-
ply. I presume that when the Govern-
ment of the day brings down a permanent
measure, it will make the compensation
retrospective to this date. Having pointed
out the difficulty. I support the second
reading.

HON. J. B. SLEEMAN (Fremantle)
[8.151: it would seem that this is a Bill
to prevent anything prejudicial to the
town planning scheme and that if the
measure is passed, that will be taken as
saying that the Stephenson plan has been
adopted as a whole. I would like the
Minister, when replying, to tell us if that
is so.

MR. BRADY (Guildford-Midland)
[8.16]: In view of the consternation
which has been caused by the Stephenson
plan, I would like the committee, when
operating under the board, to advise the
public as soon as is possible of the lines
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of demarcation in regard to the plan so
that the people will know what is to be
expected in the matter of road and rail-
way development.

Onfly this afternoon a business man rang
and asked if I Could find out for him
whether 20 acres of land which he has at
Welshpool will be bisected by a railway
line, but no one can tell me whether it
will or not, and that is typical of what is
happening. Another man with some land
at Maida Vale says that he has seen no
less than three parties of surveyors go-
ing through it in recent months, yet no
one can tell me what they have been doing.

1, therefore, believe something can be
said for the remarks of the member for
Nedlands tonight and that we should give
the public as much information as pos-
sible about what is projected, even to the
extent of posting notices outlining what is
proposed to be done. The member for
Greenough said it was possible that some
of the matters proposed under the scheme
would not be carried into effect for about
30 years and it is therefore possible that
some of the young people in the gallery to-
night will be mothers and fathers by then,
but if in the meantime they see notices
In various areas showing that a main road
is to go through a certain place or that a
general hospital is to be built somewhere
else in 20 years' time, they are not likely
to build their homes where they will be
affected by those projects.

The utmost publicity should be given
to everything that is proposed to be done
so that people will not be left to find out
-as they are finding out now-the mis-
takes that have been made in regard to
the high water table, and so on. The fact
is that we have hundreds of houses at
present erected in places where they should
never have been allowed to be built. The
measure refers several times to the fact
that the board can have regard to exist-
ing town-planning schemes or can dis-
regard them, but I would like the board
to take the local governing bodies into
its confidence to the greatest possible ex-
tent in order that It may receive their
co-operation.

On Tuesday I was informed that a main
road was projected under the Stephenson
plan to go through the main play-
ing grounds at Bassendean. Had not the
Bassendean Road Board Immediately con-
tacted the Town Planning Board in Perth
some thousands of Pounds worth of re-
creation grounds would have been spoilt
by this main road. Fortunately the Town
Planning Board more or less compromised
with them. Many local authorities are
planning along various lines, -and I do not
think either Professor Stephenson or the
Town Planning Board could have had re-
gard to those plans. Before the scheme
is put into operation the local governing
bodies should be taken fully into the con-
fidence of the board.

I repeat that the Bassendean Road Board
had spent thousands of pounds of the rate-
payers' money on the recreation area I
have mentioned and all that expenditure
would have been wasted had the Town
Planning Board not agreed to the propo-
sals of the road board. I mentioned the
other night the necessity for another
bridge over the Swan River as the exist-
ing bridge will be too small within a few
years. I cannot see how Professor Stephen-
son or the Town Planning Board could
know anything about that.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is get-
ting away from the measure.

Mr. BRAIDY: I repeat that I would like
to see what is proposed for various areas
shown on notice boards and pegs put in
position so that people may know where
they are.

MR. IAIESON (Canning) 18.201: As
the representative of an area which will
experience a considerable amount of de-
velopment under this proposed scheme, I
must agree with the member for Guild-
ford-Midland that when the committee
makes specific decisions in regard to vari-
ous areas, it should make the plans avail-
able to the local authorities concerned so
that the details will be available to the
people of those districts.

There has recently been a great deal of
consternation in the Welshpool area and
it could have been avoided had the sug-
gested procedure been adopted and the
Canning Road Board, the Belmont Park
Road Board and the Perth City Council
supplied with the plans in detail so that
the ratepayers concerned could have had
access to the fundamental ideas proposed
under the various schemes. That procedure
must be followed or in years to come our
descendants will fail to thank us for the
mess we will have left them. If we leave
clear plans on these matters, we will have
done our best.

In the course of his remarks, the mem-
ber for Claremont implied that if we
bowed to the will of all and sundry, no
plan could ever be proceeded with. I agree
that we must be strong enough to go ahead
and do what Is necessary. The commit-
tee that has been appointed and which
is making a careful study of the recom-
mendations, will no doubt in the long run
achieve a great deal in deciding which of
the various schemes must have priority. I
have pleasure in supporting the second
reading and hope that in future, when we
have a full-scale measure before us, we
will be able to give much greater con-
sideration to the various aspects of this
question.

THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING (Hron.
H. E. Graham-East Perth-in reply)
[8.241: 1 wish first of all to remark on the
apparent interest of members in this Bill
and their desire to have the metropolitan
regional plan, either in its present or some
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amended form, given effect, so that in
future we may proceed on an orderly basis
rather than that our city, like Topsy,
should just grow. I appreciate also the
attitude of speakers on the Opposition side
of the House and it is apparent that their
concern is that there should, at the earliest
possible moment, be legislation to enable
the issuing of an interim order so that the
position may be held until such time as an
overall plan can be given actual effect.

There has already, as indicated by the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition, been
some mention of consultation between the
Government and the Opposition, apart
from the activities of the advisory com-
mittee, and I think it can truthfully be
said that on all sides there has been a
willingness to co-operate and compromise
for the purpose of making this plan, which
is to be so important in the development
of the metropolitan area, an accomplished
fact, and to see that its foundations are
well and properly laid.

I pay tribute to members opposite for
assisting in and making possible the pass-
ing of the measure by intimating that
they did not intend to move amendments
in this Chamber which would inevitably
have had the effect of delaying the pas-
sage of the Bill to another place. I do
not intend to reply at this juncture to the
various points raised as I think that that
can more' effectively be done during the
Committee stage. Whatever I said now
would no doubt evoke a certain amount of
further discussion and so I think it would
be better to deal with the subject in one
bite instead of two.

Without any desire to stifle debate, I
suggest that as the Opposition has indi-
cated that it does not intend to submit
amendments to the Bill-for the reasons
previously outlined-it might further as-
sist in the passage of the measure if we
reduced the debate in this Chamber to
an absolute minimum, because the ideas
of members on both sides of this House
are. I think, known to members in an-
other place, where there are two Opposi-
tion representatives on the advisory com-
mittee, as well as the Minister in charge
of town planning. No doubt they have
on many occasions discussed the various
points on which there appears to be some
degree of variance.

I am confident, from my recent dis-
cussions, that there should be no great
difficulty in resolving the several matters
on which there are at present differences
of opinion. The Government does not
want to force its ideas in connection with
this matter but to provide a workable
document that will be acceptable not only
to political parties or to another Govern-
ment-if there should be a change in gov-
ernment-but also to the local authorities
and the public generally, and thinks that
that should at all times be the principal
consideration, while at the same time
recognising that if everybody's ideas had

to be listened to and an endeavour made
to give effect to them, nothing whatever
would in the end be done.

I suppose all of us in this Chamber
could point to some portion of the map
on the wail and disagree with what is
there proposed. If each of us were to be
satisfied, in order to make a decision
unanimous, it would require a gradual
process of cancelling this and the next
Proposition until nothing whatever would
be left, so I ask the Opposition, virtually,
what its attitude would be towards allow-
Ing a fuller debate to ensue in another
place and then, when the amendments.
which I have no doubt will be made there,
are returned to this Chamber, Passing our
judgment on them.

There are one or two points that I
would like to emphasise briefly and
firstly, I wish to refer to the inquiry made
by the member for Fremantle. The pas-
sage of this legislation does not necessarily
mean the endorsment of any single factor
in the metropolitan region plan. It makes
it Possible for some action to be taken to
give effect to everything that is in the
plan by preventing, as far as is possible.
any development that might make the
implementation of it more difficult.

Each separate proposition will be investi-
gated in greater detail than appears on the
plan and, indeed, that has already been
done, both by Professor Stephenson and
by his staff; but, of course, all the detail
could not be shown on a Plan of the di-
mensions of the one of which I speak.
That work is stil being done by the Town
Planning Board-there is a lot of It to do.
too. When the Town Planning Board
has concluded Its determinations, up to
a certain stage but still being flexible in
many respects, the proposition will be
submitted to the Government of the day
which will make a decision as to whether
it is to be given effect. It is not proposed
that any of the rights of the Government
of the day or of Parliament shall be taken
away.

I repeat, this Bill provides for the issuance
of an interim order, and that order shall
have effect for a period not later than that
ending on the 31st December next year;
it could be for a Shorter period, but if
it is desired that the time shall be beyond
that term, it will require a resolution to
be Passed by both Houses of Parliament.
Therefore, there would be an opportunity
for all members to express themselves upon
the various Points contained In it to which
they took exception. It is Possible that
the interim order, in any detail, at any
rate, will apply Only to certain sections
Of the metropolitan area, and that an
order will not extend to the others because
there is as Yet Insufficient data or prepara-
tion to make any such document'worth
while. So there may be supplementary
orders that would be subject to the same
limitations as the Original one.
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It will be seen that there could be quite
a lot of individual speculation as to the
manner in which the order or orders will
be promulgated, and what will happen
thereafter. I think it cannot be too firmly
stressed that the adoption of this legisla-
tion, and subsequently the Issuance of an
order, does not in any way interfere with
the continued use of any land or buildings
for their Present purposes. There will be
no disturbance of what is going on at
present. This is merely to prevent fur-
ther obstacles being erected, in the way of
buildings principally, that would be respon-
sible for making It more difficult and more
expensive to give effect to what is sought
to be done within the broad ambit of
the original plan. I have no doubt what-
ever that there are, in respect of the vani-
oug moves that may be made after this
measure becomes law-as I have no doubt
it will-apart from what one might call
the minimum requirements of advertising
in the Press, the "Government Gazette",
and having copies made available for in-
spection without charge in the Town Plan-
ning Board office, local authorities' offices
and so on, other forms of publicity which
will be availed of and no doubt the Press
will publish plans as a matter of news in-
terest. The Press will also probably publish
details of the affected areas for the pur-
pose of evoking interest in the minds of
people who, when they required more spe-
cific detail in regard to their own proper-
ties, which are far too small to be shown
on a published plan, would visit local
authority offices to inspect their plans
which would show a good deal more de-
tail.

But in the great majority of cases
persons and their properties would not be
affected. I think I could say, hazarding a
guess, that about 99 per cent. of the ac-
tivities likely to be undertaken in the next
12 months will not in any way be impeded
by the objectives of the metropolitan region
plan. For the balance-while I do not
know, I would hazard another guess--the
majority of people would not be particular-
ly interested in the published provisions of
the plan. Nut when they sought to do
something with respect to an estate which
was theirs, they would make inquiries to
see if there were any impediment in the
way of proceeding with their plans. After
all, in the matter of housing, people who
have blocks upon which they intend to
erect residences will find, by an inspection
of the general plan, that their locations
are still In residential areas.

So I think it is possible for us to mag-
nify the amount of inconvenience and
frustration likely to be caused on account
of the limitations and restrictions conceiv-
ably imposed under the terms of the Bill.
As I indicated last evening, and I stress
again tonight, every endeavour will be
made by the Town Planning Board to ex-
ploit avenues providing an alternative so

that a proposed route of a railway or major
highway can be deflected slightly, without
any disadvantage, for the purpose of skirt-
Ing a Planned project and thereby enabling
it to proceed; yet, by making this small
change of route, they would still be able
to achieve the objects of the plan. It
would be in isolated case only that a rail-
way or a road would have to be sited on
an exact spot because of some particular
difficulty of terrain. I mention this to in-
dicate that, while aill of us can imagine
perhaps a hundred and one different ways
in which people could be disconcerted and
their desires interfered with, I am certain
it will be found in practice that the same
spirit of goodwill and understanding and
above all, desire on the part of the Town
Planning Hoard to make this workable and
a success-which it could not be if there
were so much irritation caused to people
that members of Parliament could, or
would, conceivably take steps in this or the
other Chamber to disallow the order or
introduce legislation to restrict the activi-
ties of the Town Planning Board-would
overcome all these diffculties.

Therefore, I think we need have no fears
in that direction. That is why I conclude
on the note on which I opened. The
whole basis of this legislation, and the
order or orders to be issued under it, is one
of friendliness and a spirit of co-operation.
That has been obvious from the remarks
of all speakers who have addressed them-
selves to the Bill.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.
Mr. J. Hegney in the Chair; the Min-

ister for Housing in charge of the Bill.
Clause 1-agreed to.
Clause 2-Section 2 amended:
Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: The Minister in

his reply said that sheds may not be built
at Welshpool; but they might be built, and
I want to make some effort to see that
Fremantle is safeguarded. I move an
amendment-

That after the word "land" in line
21, page 2, the following words be
added :-"but does not include the
erection of warehouses in Belmont,
Weishpool area for distribution of car-
goes from the Fremantle waterside."

That will make it clear that these new-
fashioned ideas of having warehouses built
at Welshpool, where goods will be bandied
three or four times, are not acceptable
and that the work will not be taken from
Fremantle, where it rightly belongs.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I
cannot accept this amendment which.
with hMl due respect is. in my opinion.
In no way relevant to the Bill. So far as
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Parliament is concerned, the position is
that there is no metropolitan regional
plan as yet. Neither Is there an authority
to give effect to such a plan. This is not
the time to consider it. In the plan, there
is an area shown for the establishment
of marshalling yards, warehouses, sheds
and so on. If that idea is persisted with,
the Bill will not interfere with anybody
Hyving in a house in the locality or with
anybody who owns a poultry farm there
but will prevent them for the time being
from erecting any additional permanent
structure.

Subsequently there will be an interim
order issued that will come before Par-
liament and which we can disallow if that
be our desire. The order will not be a
final document and it will be a matter
for the Government of the day to decide
as a matter of Government policy and
in the public interest whether such a
warehouse should be erected in that
locality. I understand the concern of the
member for Fremantie, but I suggest it
would not be appropriate for his amend-
ment to be accepted.

Amendment put and negatived.

Mr. COURT: I queried with the Minis-
ter the significance of the definition of
"public authority." He indicated that he
would prefer to deal with the several
queries as they arose in connection with
the different clauses. I would refer mem-
bers particularly to the definition of "pub-
lic authority" because, in view of Sub-
section (9) of proposed new Section 7A, the
definition assumes considerable import-
ance. That is so because whilst these
public authorities have to confer with the
Town Planning Board in respect of works
they wish to undertake, they are not bound
by the interim development order as would
be the case with a private business or per-
son undertaking similar development. The
first part of the definition is easy to fol-
low but I cannot see the application of
the latter part where it says "and any
other person or body, whether corporate
or not, who, etc." Would the Minister
kindly explain what this means?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: Ir-respective of what this verbiage might
mean, the definition of "public authority"
was taken from the Victorian Act. This
appears to be a convenient way for par-
liamentary draftsmen to frame their leg-
islation. They base it on comparable leg-
islation in another State and make minor
alterations to conform with Government
policy or local conditions. I do not know
what the member for Nedlands fears or
suspects may be wrong in connection with
it. First of all, to guess what these other
persons or bodies might be, I suggest it
could be the Lotteries Commission.

Mr. Court: That would not be a person.

lion. A. F. Watts: Yes, it would.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: It is
a body. Perhaps it could be the Egg
Board or any person or body that is acting
with official recognition or similar status
under statute. If some of them are
omitted there will be nothing damaging
about It. I cannot understand the mem-
ber for Nedlanda when he refers to some-
thing a private member or concern would
have to do which would not be required to
be done by a public authority, however
broad or narrow that definition might
ultimately be.

In the case of an individual or private
concern there is an appeal to the Minis-
ter. It is considered logical that In the
case of a Government department, for in-
stance, it could confer and argue a matter
backwards and forwards with the Town
Planning Board, but instead of the Min-
ister for Town Planning being In the posi-
tion of completely overriding the other
Minister and instead of his having the
final say, the Governor-in-Council would
determine the issue. That means further
supervision or an appeal.

Mr. COURT: I want to co-operate to
expedite the passage of the Bill. During
the second reading I explained that some
People took exception to the fact that a
Public body is able to do things which
are diametrically opposed to what private
People are told they should or should not
do. For instance, one might go to the
bank for an overdraft and be told that
one 'cannot get an overdraft to build be-
cause of Government policy, and yet in
the Paper the next morning we find that
the bank is putting up a building costing
£1,000,000. It is because of the number of
People that could be included in the de-
finition of "public authority" that the
Government should be careful of allow-
ing them to do something contrary to
the interim order that private people
would not have a chance of doing.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I do
not think that position arises at all. I
again emphasise the whole spirit and in-
tention of town planning. The individual
will lodge a protest or appeal against the
decision given by the Town Planning
Board. First of all, the Town Planning
Board has exhausted all its ideas and in-
vestigated all the possibilities of effecting
a compromise or doing something desired
by the private individual. If the parties
are unable to reach a compromise, the
matter Is submitted to the Minister by way
of appeal for his determination. So It
can be said that the private individual
can only override the plan with the con-
currence of the board. So far as a Gov-
ernment department is concerned-and
after all there is only one Crown-they
will be required to confer and if they
cannot resolve their differences then the
matter is submitted to the umpire, which
is the Government of the day.

Because of the impossibility of one Min-
ister having a fight with another, with
the first Minister being the final arbiter
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by way of appeal, the Government of the
day will decide the issue. I do not think
there is any prospect of a greater depart-
ure in one case as against another. There
are some processes that require slight
modification to conform to changed cir-
cumstances but no department will be able
to thwart the decision of the Town Plan-
ning Hoard.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 3-New Section 7IA added:
Mr. COURT: Halfway through Para-

graph (b) of proposed new Section 7IA we
find the following-

But nothing in an interim develop-
ment order shall prevent the continu-
ance of the use of any land or build-
ing for the purposes for which the land
or building was being lawfully used or
the carrying out of any development
which immediately prior to the coming
into operation of the order was a law-
fully authorised development.

I understand that part of it. But if we
turn -to paragraph (d) of Subsection (5)
of proposed new Section 7IA we find that
the interim order may be included in the
provision to "suspend, vary, supplement
or supersede any of the provisions of a
town planning scheme relating to any
part of the metropolitan region approved
by the Minister," etc. The effect could
be a contradiction because, on the one
hand, we say that nothing in an interim
development order shall prevent the con-
tinuance of the use of any land or build-
ing for its present purpose, and, on the
other, it provides that we cannot Stop 'the
carrying out of development which was
undertaken immediately prior to the com-
ing into operation of the interim order.
Yet this other provision says the order may
suspend, vary, supplement or supersede
any of the existing plans or local govern-
ment by-laws. Perhaps the Minister could
explain this seeming contradiction.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I do
not think there is any conflict because
even today where a local authority has
a zoning scheme and declares a certain
area to be residential, if there happen to
be several factories in that area they are
not required to close down; they continue.
It means that further factories could not
be erected in that area. People in the
particular locality would be subject to the
interim order where it was at variance
with the local zoning by-laws.

Mr. Court: Did you see the last four
lines of Section 7TA () (b) ? They envisage
a continuation of current plans and de-
velopment which could be in conflict with
the interim development order.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I am
-afraid I cannot see the point. It states
clearly and specifically that there shall be
no l,4erference with present operations.

Mr. Court: I agree except for the last
four lines which could completely defeat
what the Bill intends to do.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: The
fact that the interim order becomes effect-
ive and supersedes local zoning proposals?

Mr. Court: Under which the person con-
cerned would want to take advantage of
these four lines.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I will
have to ask the hon. member to explain
further, because I cannot see his point.

Mr. COURT: I am frying to be help-
ful and not obstructionist, because it
would be contrary to the goodwill we have
endeavoured to show if we got this on the
statute book and somebody laughed at us
through these last four lines. The phrase-
ology is that nothing shall prevent the car-
rying out of any development which im-
mediately Prior to the coming into opera-
tion of the order was a lawfully authorised
development.

An interim order is issued and it can
suspend all existing local government by-
laws and town Planning schemes. If it
does that, it means that this authorised
development or permitted development up
to that date should not go on: but under
this provision, as I see it, it could go on
and we could have the position that some-
body would take advantage of this Section
7TA (1) (b) to defeat a subsequent interim
order. If the Minister is satisfied there is
no danger, I am not going to press the
matter further.

Hon. A. V. R. Abbott: I suggest that the
Minister consult the Crown Law Depart-
ment, because there is some confusion.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I am
not satisfied that there is any conflict or
danger in connection with this provision,
but I give an undertaking that it will be
looked into the first thing tomorrow
morning.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Surely
the member for Mt. Lawley is not serious
in suggesting that this is not clear! I would
not like to see the legislation go through
without these last four lines. They are
very necessary, because if somebody has
commenced building and is in the process
of building when an interim development
order is issued, surely it would not be right
to stop the building there and then
and say that the person shall go no
further because it is contrary to the In-
terimi development order!

I-on. A. V. R. Abbott: I quite agree;
but this does not say that.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes;
that is just what it does say.

Hon. A. V. R. Abbott: This is much wider.
It means that I could start building at
any time in the future.
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No. The
hon. member could start building prior to
the issue of the interim development order
which would have a currency of 12 months.

Hon. A. V. R. Abbott: I am not going
to argue a highly legal technical point.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: How is
this highly legal? Surely we can under-
stand plain English! The provision states-

During the operation of an interim
development order a person shall not
canry out or cause to be carried out
any development within the metro-
politan region contrary to the terms
of the order.

There is no argument about that. That
is the Purpose of the development order-
to stop anybody from carrying out some-
thing contrary to the order. It goes on-

But nothing in an interim develop-
-ment order shall prevent the con-
tinuance of the use of any land or
building for the purposes for which
the land or building was being lawfuly
used.

That is quite right, too, because if a per-
son has been carrying on a poultry farm
he should not be stopped from doing so.
The provision proceeds,-

or the carrying out of any develop-
ment which immediately prior to the
coming into operation of the order
was a lawfully authorised develop-
ment.

The reason for that can be seen. if a
person had commenced to put up a build-
ing, which was perfectly lawful in the cir-
cuinstances--

Mr. Court: Or had a permit which had
not commenced.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes.
Then the issuing of a development order
should not take away his rights and hold
him up indefinitely, because he has already
made a start on his project, and the very
spirit of this measure is that peo:)le should
not be unduly penalised but that the best
should be done to prevent development
contrary to the plan. If somebody had al-
ready started building, it would be very
unfair to stop them in the middle and say.
'We are not going to compensate you, but
we will not allow you to go any further."

This is a safeguard for the person who
has commenced to do something which it
was quite lawful for him to do, but who
finds that an interim development order is
issued before he has completed his task.
Without this proviso, he would not be
allowed to continue. Surely that is a very
necessary Provision! I would hesitate to
give my support to the Bill if it did not
contain this safeguard.

Hon. A. V. R. ABBOTT: If the words
"'which had been commenced before the
order was issued" had been inserted, I

would agree. But that is not so. If I
have a block and it is lawful to build a
house on it before the operation of any
order, surely I can go on and commence
that house and build it under this provi-
sion!I

The Minister for Works: Not if you take
the words out.

Hon. A. V. Rt. ABBOTT: I agree that if a
building had been commenced, it could be
finished. But supposing it has not been
commenced and after an order is issued, I
want to build.

The Minister for Works: This does not
cover that position.

Hon. A. V. Rt. ABBOTT: Does it not?
The Minister for Works: No.
Hon. A. V. Rt. ABBOTT: It was lawful

to build the house before the coming into
eff eeL of the order.

Hon. A. F. Watts: Building a house would
only be lawfully authorised if you had a
permit to build.

The Minister for Works: Read the defini-
tion of "development".

Hon. D. BRAND: I want to make a point
about publicity. The member for Nedlands
referred to the need f or giving emphasis
to publicity with respect to some of these
orders particularly an interim develop-
ment order. It is laid down in the Bill
that the Minister shall cause to be pub-
lished once in the "Government Gazette"
and once in a daily newspaper circulating
in the metropolitan region a notice con-
taining a summary of the order. It would
be a good idea if the notice were inserted
twice in a newspaper circulating in the
area. As the member for Nedlands pointed
out, if the people are given an opportunity
to know what is going on, and the Govern-
ment or the authority concerned has done
its best to acquaint them with the circum-
stances, they will not have cause to pro-
test. and are more likely to show goodwill.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: It
would be the desire of the Town Planning
Board and the Government that as much
publicity as possible be given to such mat-
ters. I do not think the hon. member
need have any fears in that direction: but
I give him an assurance that a note will
be made of the matter and conveyed to
the Chief Secretary.

Mr. COURT: My previous effort was
made in order to be helpful, and I appar-
ently started something I did not intend.
However, as the Minister has stated the
matter will be referred to the Crown Law
Department, I am happy about it. I turn
now to page 4, paragraph (c) where we
find from lines 19 to 22 the words-

But the revocation shall not affect
the operation of the order with respect
to anything done or omitted pursuant
to the order, prior to the revocation.
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This refers to the tabling of the Interim
order in Parliament and the disallowance
of that order In the ordinary way by either
House. As this reads, It means that al-
though Parliament decides an order shall
be revoked, there is no compensation avail-
able for the person affected. If one reads
the specific provisions of proposed new
Subsection (12), dealing with compensa-
tion, it will be seen that there are very
limited grounds for the payment of com-
pensation and this is not one of them.

I submit that if Parliament felt that it
had to disallow an order, it would do so
after considerable debate and mature de-
liberation. and would have been in posses-
sion of the full information from the
Government of the day which would be
out to Justify its action. Therefore I feel
that this provision could be harsh in Its
application, and I propose to suggest an
amendment which actually applies to Sub-
section (12). 1 will not indicate the
amendment at this juncture, because I
understand other members wish to speak
on this matter.

The MINI~fSTER FOR HOUSING: In re-
spect of the points mentioned by the mem-
ber for Nedlands, I have to confess that
after reading and re-reading this provision
I am a little doubtful about its effect, and
I undertake to have the matter investigated
by the Crown Law Department for the pur-
pose of clarifying it. I can envisage a
situation which would be utterly Impos-
sible under this provision. Under an in-
terim order, the owner of a property is
forbidden to erect premises. The order is
disallowed by Parliament, yet the order re-
straining the person from using the pro-
perty still exists for goodness knows how
many Years or centuries thereafter! II
have some idea of what was intended, but
I think it is poorly expressed. It will be
referred to the Crown Law Department
tomorrow morning.

Hon. A. V. R. ABBOTT: This is an
interim Bill that is Intended to operate
until a town planning scheme for the
metropolitan region is made in accordance
with the provision of the Act. The time
provided is to the 31st December, 1956.
and that is reasonable. Therefore I do
not think it is wise that we should be able
to extend an order beyond that date
merely by a resolution of bath Houses. I
can envisage this happening: A man's
land is affected by the Act and he con-
siders he will wait until the town planning
Act comes in. The order is effected, and
he misses his 30 days, and it Is extended
for two or three years. I do not think
that is fight.

The Minister for Works: You have not
much faith in Parliament.

Hon. A. V. R. ABBOTT: I have, but
does not the Minister think Parliament
can deal with the matter within 12
months?

The Minister for Works: Supposing
through unforeseen circumstances it re-
quired a further month.

Hon. A. V. Rt. ABBOTT: I thick that
before the 31st December next year we
could extend the whole Act.

The Minister for Works: There might
not be an Act. You might want a further
month in order to get an Act.

Hon. A. V. R. ABBOTT: The Govern-
ment would be wise to provide that the
interim situation should he dealt with
within 12 months and have the town plan-
ning measure passed within that time.

The Minister for Works: It is always
wise to have a provision whereby you can
deal with an unforeseen situation. Alter
all, a resolution of both Houses is not easy
to get.

Hon. A. V. R, AB1BOTr: I know, and it
is virtually an Act of Parliament, but the
Town Planning Act would make full pro-
vision for compensation. If the Act were
in operation, the Government could keep
the land tied up for three years.

The Minister for Works: Not unless
Parliament agreed.

Hon. A. V. Rt. ABBOTT: I admit that
Parliament would have to agree to the ex-
tension of the order, and that Is quite a
strong argument, but would It not be
better to have the period for the Act
specified and be satisfied with it?

The Minister for Works: It might not
be sufficient.

Hon. D. BRAND: I refer members to
proposed new Subsection (5) on pages 5
and 6. I ask why the board would not
rather communicate its findings direct to
the applicant and, perhaps, forward a copy
to the local authority. Is this done merely
by way of co-operation, hearing in mind
that at our advisory meeting It was rather
emphasised that the local authority should
be brought into this?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: The
objective as I see It, is to make conditions
as simple as possible. People are accus-
tomed to going to their local authority
when they require a building permit, and it
would in almost every case he in connec-
tion with a building project that there
would be any danger of conflicting with
the plan. Therefore, as a matter of ex-
pediency and simplification, it is probably
far better that the local authority, which
can approve or reject an application for
a building Permit, should handle the en-
tire Job rather than, say, approving the
permit as such so far as the building by-
laws are concerned, and then the permit
being rejected by another authority,

Mr. COURT: In the same proposed new
section, on page 10 we find Sub-
section (12) (a). We have agreed not to
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move amendments, otherwise I would move
one which would be to Insert another sub-
section as follows--

(12) (a) (III) an interim develop-
ment order laid be-
fore each House of
Parliament in ac-
cordance with Sec-
tion 'TA (2) (c) Is
revoked by either
House.

The object would be to Introduce what I
consider to be a fair provision in view of
the words in lines 19 to 22 on page 4,
where it Is provided that revocation shall
not affect the operation of the order with
respect to anything done or omitted pur-
suant to the order, prior to the revocation.

In the compensation clause there is pro-
vision for compensation In only two cases.
Compensation arising from the revocation
of an interim order by either House of
Parliament is not provided for. I do not
propose to move this formally as an
amendment. I have acquainted the Mini-
ster with Its contents, and I would like his
views on endeavouring to have It Inserted,
with consequential amendments to Sub-
section (12) (b) of proposed new Section
7TA, in another place.

The MINISTER FOR ROUSING: I
suggested that this would appropriately be
a matter for argument between the Min-
ister for Town Planning and members in
another place. I can appreciate what the
member for Nedlands; seeks to achieve.
He feels that there may be some measure
of injustice because of interference to plans
that the applicant might have for a per-
iod. Suddenly the order is disallowed
by Parliament and he can obtain no re-
dress. There may be some substance in
what he submits, and for that reason I
will draw the Minister's attention to it so
that he can be forewarned of the fact
that it is likely to be raised in the other
Chamber.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 4 and 5, Title-agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

Third Reading.

Bill read a. third time and transmitted
to the Council.

BILLS (3)-RETURNED.

1, Acts Amendment (Allowances and
Salaries Adjustment).

2, Public service Act Amendment.
3, Marketing of Eggs Act Amendment.

Without amendment.

ANNUAL EBTIIIATES 1955-56.
In Committee of supply.

Debate resumed from an earlier stage
of the sitting, Mr. J. Hegney in the Chair.

Vote-Public Works a n d Euildings,
£E1,159,230 (partly considered):

MRt. SEWELL (Geraldton) (9.28]: 1
wish to say a few words on the question
of water in the Geraidton and Northamp-
ton districts. This year, because of the
late winter, the Wicherina reservoir over-
flowed. This happens only once In every
three or four years. Our water supply
mainly comes from bores on what is
known as the Eradu sandplaln.

For some time there has been a great
deal of concern in case the bore water
should cut out. Therefore we are continu-
ally looking around and asking the officers
of the Hydraulic Branch of the Water Sup-
ply Department to keep their eyes open
for any means of supplementing the
Geraidton water supply. The member for
Greenough mentioned the difficulties at
Morawa in the roading system in sandy
country. The roading has been done on
the catchment area with a certain degree
of success, although perhaps not to the
same degree as was anticipated in the
first instance. Therefore, I agree with the
member for Greenough when he suggested
that the departmental officers should
cover catchmnent areas with bitumen where
the soil is of a sandy nature.

Such conditions apply in the Wicherina
catchment area during dry seasons. In
those years when we do not have any run-
off of rainwater and we have to depend,
in the main, upon bore water, if we had
a bitumninised surface on the catchment
area we would be able to get 75 per cent.
of the rain that falls during the light
rainfall season. No doubt the department
will continue with the roading system with
success, I san sure, in many instances.

Mention was made of water supplies be-
ing provided in various places in the Mur-
chison and in recent years discussion has
taken place on the provision of a regional
supply for the Wongan Hills, Midland and
Geraldton districts, the water to be ob-
tained from the Qingin Brook area. Such
a proposal has mnuch to commend it, but
the only difficulty in the first instance
would be the provision of finance. On this
occasion, however, the Minister has been
extremely sympathetic and has met the
committees appointed to inquire into this
scheme. I have high hopes that some-
thing will eventuate from the investiga-
tions made for the provision of a scheme
to obtain water from the Gingin Brook
area.

Northampton is badly in need of a
domestic water supply and the people of
that town are of the opinion that water
could be obtained from an old copper
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mine situated in that district. It is be-
lieved that a great deal of money would
not be required to pipe the water from
the mine to Northampton because, after
the water was raised from the shaft, there
would be no problem In reticulating the
supply to Northampton. Therefore, I ask
the Minister to keep that suggestion in
mind when the provision of water for
Northampton is being considered.

I Will now deal with harbour works
which come under the jurisdiction of the
Minister for Works. At various times a
shelf of rock at the entrance to the
Geraidton harbour has caused much con-
cern because during certain periods and
when there are large swells coming into
the harbour, big ships find great difficulty
in making their way through the en-
trance.. It is known that certain sound-
ings have been taken and the department
is aware of the difficulties that would be
encountered and the expense that would
be involved to clear that rock bar from
the entrance to the harbour. To date
no serious difficulty has been encountered
because of that bar, but It Is most desir-
able that the Minister should take a care-
ful note of the fact that the entrance to
the Geraldton harbour should be deepened
to provide better shipping facilities.

It is also essential that improvements
should be made to the harbour itself for
the benefit of the fishermen who operate
from that port. It has been suggested
that a three-berth jetty should be con-
structed adjacent to the breakwater on
the southerly side. If that jetty were
constructed, it would offer good protec-
tion to the fishermen from northerly
blows. In view of the fishing industry
that we have in Geraldton, the Abroihos
Islands and at Shark Bay, I am certain
that their activities almost demand that
better facilities should be provided for
the fishing fleet, I understand that the
construction of a three-berth jetty would
be favourably considered by the depart-
ment, provided funds were available.

All along the lie, the people of MY
district are desirous that certain improve-
ments be made in regard to public works.
This year much money has been spent
In Geraldton on some of the public build-
ings which were badly in need of repair,
The hospital has had a face-lift; a new
roof has been put on the primary school
and extensive renovations have been made
to the high school. It is heartening to
the people of Geraldton to see the interest
that has been taken by the Public Works
Department in the public buildings in
that town by ensuring that they are not
neglected.

I again ask the Minister to see that the
need for a new source of fresh water for
the people at Geraldton is kept under re-
view because they are dependent on water
obtained from bores. I also ask him to

investigate the pros and eons of covering
a few acres of the catchment area with
bitumen to take advantage of the rain-
water that we so urgently need during
dry seasons. I also hope that he will
make some effort to ascertain if it Is not
possible to increase the pipe supply and
to have the rising main completed this
year. I understand that there is a possi-
bility of that work being delayed because
of the shortage of steel pipes. This would
also apply to the new main pipeline from
Utakarra across to Bluff Point and Wag-
gralcine. The whole of this area is de-
veloping very rapidly and it seems to me
that we no sooner spend a few thousand
pounds on the provision of a water supply
to meet the existing need than the district
has grown to such an extent that we are
again lagging behind. So I would impress
upon the Minister the necessity to keep
before his officers the need for Geraldton
to be provided with an adequate supply
of water.

MR. JAMIESON (Canning) [9.381:
Under this item I think it is only fitting
that I should compliment the department
on the assistance it has rendered to the
Canning Road Board in attempting to re-
lieve the plight and suffering of the people
who are iving in the flooded areas sur-
rounding Bentley. The Minister inspected
that district and from the meagre funds
available to the department he was able to
spend sufficient money to provide equip-
ment to relieve the sufferings of the people
living in the Bentley, Ellam-st. and
Welshpool swamp areas. I am certain that
the residents are very appreciative of thi
work that was done and the equipment
that was made available which enabled
them again to occupy their homes and be
more comfortable than they had previously
been for many weeks.

Might I also compliment the department,
through the Minister, for having gone to
no end of trouble to obtain valuable data
on the drainage problem by having many
aerial photographs taken of all the flooded
sections during the worst period of the wet
season which was at its height some six
weeks ago. This aerial photographic work
was carried out so that when a comprehen-
sive drainage scheme is undertaken, the
department will have a clear picture of
where drainage is most required and in re-
gard to the priority given to certain work.

I have seen a number of the aerial pho-
tographs and I am sure they wrnl prove
extremely valuable to the departmental
engineers when they proceed to implement
the plan for a drainage scheme. I again
thank the Minister and his officers for co-
operating whole-heartedly in this work and
I hope that in the near future funds will
be made available to enable the department
to carry out drainage work in the areas
that were so seriously affected during the
recent winter.
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MR. MAY (Collie) [9.401: 1 take this
opportunity of expressing a few favour-
able remarks about the Public Works De-
partment. Its records will show that for
the Past 40-odd years efforts have been
made to secure the provision of a reticu-
lation scheme in the Ewlngton area, which
is adjacent to Collie. I can well remem-
ber, shortly after having entered this
House, taking the member for Narrogin,
who was then the Minister for Works, to
Ewington so that he could fully appre-
ciate the need for such a reticulation
scheme.

Following that, when the member for
Greenough was Minister for Works, I was
able to persuade him to inspect the area,
but still nothing was done until I was able
to approach the present Minister for
Works and point out to him the urgent
necessity for this reticulation scheme. I
now wish to express, on behalf of the
Ewingion people, thanks to the Minister
for his action in having that work comn-
pleted at long last.

The newly settled areas at North Collie
were also in desperate need of water. They
have now been provided with a water
supply by the tapping of a 30 in. main
connected with the comprehensive scheme,
and I am happy to be able to thank
the Minister and the officers of his
department for the completion of that
work. The area known as the Allanson
townsite has never had a reticulated water
supply and the latest advice I have re-
ceived from the department is that appro-
val has now been obtained for that. work
to be undertaken.

Consequently, I feel that I must take
this opportunity of expressing the thanks
of all those who, over the years, have been
so patient in waiting for water to be pro-
vided and who have had to devise various
ways and means to obtain water supplies
in the interim. I would be lacking in my
duty as the member for Collie if I did
not express such thanks for the work that
has been done by the department on the
reticulation of water supplies in the vari-
ous parts of the Collie district I have men-
tioned.

Vote put and passed.
Progress reported till a later stage of

the sitting.
(Continued on page 2135.)

BILL-ADMINISTRATION ACT
AMENDMENT.

Council's Amendments.
Schedule of three amendments made by

the Council now considered.
In Committee.

Mr. J. Hegney in the Chair; Mr. Old-
field in charge of the Bill.

No. 1. Clause 10, page 4-Insert after
the word "assessed" in line 19 the words
"or assessable'.

Mr. OLDFIELD: I move-
That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

No. 2. Clause 10, page 4-Insert after
the word "assessed" in line 22 the words
"or assessable".

Mr. OLDFIELD: I move-
That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

No. 3. Clause 17, page 8-Delete.

Mr. OLDFIELD): I move-
That the amendment be agreed to

subject to a further amendment to
Clause 13 as follows-

That in Clause 13 the words "set
forth in the Second Schedule to this
Act," in lines 29 and 30, page 5, be
struck out and the words "of wife or
child under 16 Years of age" Inserted
in lieu.

When the measure was dealt with in Com-
mittee, rebates to the child, wife, parent,
brother or sister of a deceased person
were permitted at 50 per cent. on estates
up to £6,000, 33 per cent, on estates of
£8,000, and 25 per cent. on estates of
£10),000. The provision was further
amended and all the relations were ex-
cluded with the exception of the wife of
a deceased person. Clause 17 was deleted
in another place, but the Treasurer has
agreed to leave the schedule as it was
so that no party, whether brother, sis-
ter. child, parent or husband, will suffer.
They will still get rebate on estates of
up to £6,000. A widow or a dependant
child of a deceased person will still have
the additional benefits as proposed origin-
ally, namely, half rebate up to £:6,000. 33
per cent. on £8,000. and 25 per cent. on
E10,000.

Hon. A. V. R. ABBOTT: This is a con-
cession. I wish the Premier had gone
further. Where a pensioner couple live
in a house and the wife happens to be
the owner, the husband will receive a re-
bate of only 50 per cent, in the event of
the wife dying. It would have been better
to allow the full concession.

Question put and passed;, the Council's
amendment, as further amended, agreed to.

Resolutions reported, the report adopted
and a message accordingly returned to
the Council.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1955-56.
in Committee of Supply.

Resumed from an earlier stage of the
sitting; Mr. J. Hegney in the Chair.

Vote-Education, £4,523,235:

THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
(Hon. W. Hegney-Mt. Hawthorn) [9.521:
1 wish to make brief reference to the
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various departments contained in this divi-
sion for the benefit of members generally.
Firstly, in regard to the State Govern-
ment Insurance Office1 members in this
Chamber had ample opportunity of which
they took advantage, to refer to that mat-
ter when the Bill to extend the opera-
tions of the State Insurance Office was
introduced. We know the Bill was defeated
In another place. I do not want to go
into details, but suffice to say that the State
Insurance Office has had another success-
ful year.

Members are invited to peruse the fin-
ancial returns of that office as set out in
the Public Accounts submitted by the
Auditor General. I may mention that the
schoolchildren insurance scheme, which
was inaugurated last year, has proved an
unqualified success, and a great proportion
of the children in Western Australia at-
tending both State and private schools
have taken advantage of it. Since the
scheme was inaugurated, benefits have
been increased, provision for which was
embodied in an amending Bill.

It is hoped that by July or August next
year we will have the opportunity of offi-
cially opening the new State Government
Insurance Office building. It will be a
magnificent structure and will be the
tallest building in Perth. Its comple-
tion will fulfil a longfelt want in-
asmuch as the State Insurance Office
is now housed in rented premises.
.When the new premises are ready for
occupancy, quite a number of Govern-
ment departments will be able to obtain
accommodation in it. I want to say a
word of commendation to the staff, parti-
cularly te manager, who has demon-
strated efficiency and concentration on his
duties over aL number of years. Naturally,
he, too, is looking forward to the comple-
tion of' the building.

The Department of Labour is small
numerically but it is performing a very
important service in governmental acti-
vities. Officers of that branch have been
unusually active since the Commonwealth
court made a decision on margins a short
time ago. This culminated in a Bill be-
ing Introduced a few days ago and passed
only this morning. Most of the applica-
tions and moves for increased margins,
salaries and wages stem from court deci-
sions. I am happy to say that in all cases.
excepting a very few, finality has been
reached between the various organisations
and the Department of Labour. acting for
the Government departments concerned.
This was done without having to refer the
matters involved to the Arbitration Court.
There were very few instances in which
the court or the conciliation commissioner
was approached. In round figures, there
were 150 awards, and industrial agree-
ments varied as a result of negotiations
which took place between the Department
of Labour and the Parties concerned,

Another section of the Department ofr
Labour is the Factories and Shops Branch.
It was hoped that an amendment to the-
Factories and Shops Act would have been
successful recently, but the Opposition de-
cided otherwise, and consequently the
Act will remain in its present form for
some time. The only reference I would
make to the activities of this branch is
that in a number of places in the metro-
politan area, including Claremont, Mt.
Hawthorn, Victoria Park, Beeloo and Mid-
die Swan, representations have been made
to the various members by residents about
the inconvenience caused by noise or dust
that emanated from factories. The mem-
ber for Claremont made representations
to me. I had a communication from the
party in question and I understand that
the trouble will be removed inasmuch as
the factory concerned will be transferring
its activities to another place.

Regarding the Osborne Park area, the
member for Wembley Beaches, when he
represented Mt. Hawthorn, had trouble
about a sawmill in the main street of Os-
borne Park, and the residents were
anxious, because of the inconvenience
caused by logs being dumped on the
ground in the early hours of the morning
and the outmoded process of dealing with
the dust nuisance, that representations
should be made through him to me. There
were certain restrictions in the Act, and
the residents were so greatly inconveni-
enced that they took civil action and
secured a measure of redress. Eventually
the activities of that mill were transferred.
elsewhere.

In the Middle Swan district, the Swan
Portland Cement Co. has been in opera-
tion for many years and you, Mr. Chair-
man, made representations to the previ-
ous Minister as well as to me about the
dust nuisance. A number of inspections
were made by the departmental inspectors,
and the company has installed or is in
process of installing machinery to remove
the cause of the complaint. Today I was
advised that the dust was very prevalent.
but I believe this is unavoidable for the
time being and that, in a short period,
the cause of the inconvenience will be re-
moved. The same applies to an extent
to the Carlisle and Victoria Park districts.
The members representing the Victoria
Park and Beeloc electorates made repre-
sentations, and the Inspectors are collab-
orating with the factory owners with a
view to minlinising the nuisance there.

Hon. A. V. R. Abbott: Will you say a
word about the power house?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
hon. member had his opportunity when
the Minister for Works was in his Place.
I do not want to trespass on his preserves,
but if the hon. member supplies particu-
lars, the matter will be investigated.

As to native welfare, the Bill that was
passed last year was duly assented to and
cam e into operation by proclamation on
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the 20th May of this year. Amongst
other provisions was the repeal of the
section which provided that employers,
before they could employ certain natives,
must obtain a permit and subscribe to the
native medical fund. It Is yet too early
to assess the effect of the amending Bill
on the native community, but a close
Watch Is being maintained in connection
with the matters of hospitalisation and
medical treatment of certain natives. As
members are aware, natives who are em-
ployed are now treated as workers under
the Workers' Compensation Act, and a
close watch is being kept on the position.
It is hoped that, as a result of the amend-
ing legislation, a better approach to the
problem of native welfare will be evidenced.

Housing was one of the very important
aspects for the uplifting of members of
the native community. During the last
15 months, progressive improvement has
been made, and the Housing Commission
has provided a number of homes for ap-
proved native families. Quite a number of
them are being purchased, and the latest
information I have is that almost 100 per
cent. of those who are renting or pur-
chasing homes are meeting their payments
promptly.

As to the children being catered fors by
the missions, the position is improving.
For quite a long time the missions were
finding it difficult to provide suitable ac-
commodation and to cater adequately for
these children. Members will see the
amount of money that has been spent
from revenue on what is called grants-in-
aid for the purpose of enabling the mis-
sions to erect buildings, including dormi-
tories and modemn kitchens and up-to-
date accommodation generally. Speaking
from memory. £155,000 was spent in the
year ended the 30th June, 1955. This ex-
penditure has progressively increased dur-
ing the last few years, and the estimate
for the current year is in the vicinity of
£200,000.

Now I wish to deal with the subsidy.
In 1953, the missions were graded in re-
spect to the amount of subsidy payable.
I found that some of the missions in the
far-flung areas were receiving Ps. per child
per week while others in more settled
areas were receiving 12s. 6d., and in both
cases blankets and clothing were supplied,
the equivalent cash value of which was
3s- 6d. a week. The Government decided
to remove this discrimination and, for the
financial Year from the 1st July, 1953, the
subsidy was increased to 22s. 6d.. which
included the supply of blankets and cloth-
ing. In the following year the amount
was raised to the equal of that paid to
organizations caking for white children-
At that time is was 30s. Od. and it was
suibsequently increased to 358. Pd. In ad-
dition, child endowment is Paid.

I daadc an approach as Minister for
Native Weltare to the Lotteries Commis-
sion to hav6 58. per child per week paid

to the missions being conducted by the
various religious organisations. Th& com-
mission agreed, That was the amount
paid in respect of children In white insti-
tutions at the time. I had a good idea
that there were certain churches whose
religious beliefs would not permit of their
accepting money from the lotteries and.
on my approaching the Treasurer, he
agreed that the missions holding those
beliefs should not be penalized, and the
equivalent amount of 5s. per head Is being
paid to them. The total now being paid
per head, Including the 10s. for child en-
dowment, Is £2 los. Pd.

Next I should like to make brief reference
to the education of native children.
There are 72 native children who are now
receiving secondary education. I am
pleased to say that, at the last junior and
leaving examinations, not one native child
f ailed. A number of these children In
Alvan House, or attending the Eunbury
High School, or the Church of Christ
Mission at Roelands, and the boys in
McDonald,.House who are attending the
technical school or the Perth Boys'
School, sat for examination and my in-
formation from the Education Depart-
ment and the Commissioner of Native
Welfare is that there were 100 per cent.
of passes.

The number of native childen in mis-
sions and State schools is increasing-I
have made reference to this aspect before
-and candidly I hesitate to think what
would have happened to many of them but
for the various religious organisations that
have catered so admirably and effectively
for a number of these native children.

During the year. a few new missions have
been established-one by the Seventh Day
Adventists at Karlundi, 35 miles north of
Meekatharra. one at Wongurtha, Norse-
man, and one at La Grange, 100 miles south
of Broomne. The last-mentioned was be-
ing used as a ration depot. The departmnent
had a6 married couple in charge there and
the depot was costing a considerable sum
of money- The children were getting very
little schooling, and the department nego-
tiated with the mission and finally handed
the depot over to it. The latest informa-
tion I have is that parents are getting
their children to go in from the stations
to receive education at La Grange.

Reference has been made to the need
far giving an agricultural bins to education
in country areas, particularly in the case
of native children. At places like Marri-
bank, Tardun and at Roelands. the chil-
dren are being trained in agriculture, and
it is hoped as time goes on that this field
will be extended.

HoD. A. v. it. Abbott: Native children
should not be trained along those lines
any more than white children if they do
not like it.
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The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
That~ Is the reason why a number of
children are at Roelands, Alvan House and
McDonald House. They have an aptitude
to absorb knowledge and benefit from
higher education and should not be re-
quired to stop at a. primary or sub-primary
education. As with the junior farmers'
movement, young folk in country areas are
being encouraged to engage In agricultural
pursuits, and that must prove to be bene-
ficial for the country.

A further Point of interest is in connec-
tion with the tenure of land held by some
of the missions. Both the Baptist and
Mogumber missions were established on
agreements with the Government which
provided for only six months tenure, but
after consideration it was decided that
while the missions continued to conduct
their work on behalf of native children,
they would be entitled to security of tenure
up to the period of a 99 years' lease. An
assurance conveyed to them on that basis
has given them added interest in their
work. Incidentally, a number of native
reserves have been improved and addition-
al lavatory and general ablution facilities
provided.

I will now touch on various points that
I have discussed from time to time in re-
gard to the administration of the Native
Welfare Department. One suggestion made
to me was that three commissioners be
appointed, one for the North, one for the
South-West and one for the area north of
the 26th parallel. I see no necessity for
that, because we have a commissioner, a
deputy commissioner and district officers
and in these days of modern transport a
senior departmental officer can fly to
Wyndhiam, Halls Creek or other isolated
places in a day.

It is true that natives in the Kimberley
area are not treated in every respect the
same as those in the metropolitan area,
but consideration can still be given to the
circumstances and the places where they
are domiciled. The district officers arc
constantly in consultation with the com-
missioner and so I see no necessity for a
commission of three. I have given thought,
at times, to an advisory committee of na-
tives but I believe it would not be of great
value at present as I would be happy-and
the commissioner and his officers would be
pleased-to receive suggestions from na-
tives who have reached the standard where
they are in a position to offer advice for
the better treatment and advancement of
the native community.

I have mentioned the agricultural bias
at some of the missions. We hope to
establish technical schools in various coun-
try centres and they will not be exclusively
for the use of white children. Any native
child that has reached reasonable hygienic
and social standards will be entitled to
enter those technical schools, just as the
white child does. It has been said that we

might give scholarships and bursaries to
native children but anyone knowing the
Provisions of the Education Act must
realise that it contains no barrier to native
children being granted scholarships or
bursaries. We are hoping that some of
the native children now receiving secondary
education will become teachers in the de-
partment. I am glad to mention that the
co-operation between the Native Welfare
Department and departments such as the
Public Health Department and the Edu-
cation Department is excellent and that, of
course, is in the interests of native children.

Passing now to deal with the Education
Vote, I will not quote a lot of figures as
members have the facilities enabling them
to peruse the detailed Estimates and know
what they imply. Suffice it to say that
the estimate for salaries for 1954-55 was
£4,258,000 and for 1955-55 it is £4,523,000.
an increase of £265,000. Incidentals, which
include travelling allowances, bus contracts
and other items that are enumerated, for
1954-55 amounted to £2,289,000-in round
figures-and the estimate for 1955-56 is
£1,396,000, an increase of £107,000. En-
rolments for 1955 totalled 94,300 and the
estimate for February, 1956, is 102,000.

I might mention that the margins of the
3,400 teachers in the department were in-
creased recently as from the 24th Decem-
ber, 1954. The executive of the Teachers'
Union met me some time ago to discuss
the question of increased margins arising
from the Commonwealth court's decision.
As the result of the formula decided upon,
the increases to teachers became substan-
tial and I was informed that they were
practically 100 per cent. satisfied with the
approach made by the department and the
final decisions reached.

A decision was recently arrived at in
connection with student allowances. The
allowances for students at the training col-
lege have been increased, especially for
those obliged to live away from home in
order to receive their training, and the
allowance for fares has been liberalised.
I will not bore the Committee by quoting
many percentages but I will give some
which indicate certain of the difficulties of
the department in trying to keep pace with
both primary and secondary educational
requirements at present.

Hon. A. F. Watts: That is nothing new.
The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I

was about to say that, and I give the hon.
member the credit due to him. The in-
crement due to natural increase in popula-
tion became evident from the early days of
the war. The average annual increase in
population in this State from 1947 to 1954
was 16.5 per thousand, while the average
f or Australia was 13.63. The Increase in
population due to immigration, over the
period since immigration was resumed,
meant that Western Australian schools
had to cope with 17.000 Immigrant child-
ren of school age. From 1947 to 1954 the
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average annual increase due to immtigra-
tion was 17.2 per thousand of population
in this State and 10.3 per thousand for
the whole of Australia. The total average
increase for Western Australia was 33.8
per thousand and for the whole of Aus-
tralia 23.9.

As the member for Stirling said, It is
true that the difficulties in regard to edu-
cation arose some few years ago, but they
have been accentuated since then and
their full impact will not be felt for an-
other two or three years. An idea of the
problem Is gained when one realises that
at the middle of February next there will
be more than 6,500 more children in our
schools than there are today and if one
takes a classroom as averaging 40 or 50,'one realises how many additional class-
rooms and teachers are required.

The increase due to the number of
children staying on in Secondary schools
since 1950 has been marked. Since that
date the numbers have increased as 101-
lows:-third year enrolments, 50 per cent.
and fifth year 60 per cent. That is a very
healthy sign when we realise that al-
though the compulsory leaving age is 15
years, the measure prescribing that age
which appears in the statute book has
not been proclaimed for obvious rea-
sons, and so the age remains at 14 years.
It is encouraging to note that parents
are becoming more conscious of the need
for their children to have an extra year
or two of education.

Mr. Ross Hlutchinson: Is the average
size of classes becoming greater?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: No.
The number of classes in which there are
more than 40 children is sufficient to war-
rant concern and we hope by degrees to
overcome the difficulty- There are still
some parents who say that as they had to
go to work at 13 or 14 years of age, that
is good enough for their children. One
also meets the type of person who says,
"I send my children to school and then it
is entirely the responsibility of the Edu-
cation Department," which is, of course,
fallacious. 1 think it most important that
parents should show all possible interest
in the education of their children and co-
operate to the fullest extent with the
teachers.

Secondary education in rural areas Is
catered for by 26 high schools. A number
of chidren from isolated areas are obliged
to board away from home to obtain edu-
cation and whether they attend State or
private schools, so long as they are certi-
fied efficient, they receive the boarding
allowance, which we have recently in-
creased from a maximum of £80 to a
maximum of £80 per annum.

I shall not go Into details in regard to
bus contracts because the Leader of the
Country Party was responsible for -initiat-
ing a most interesting debate, earlier in
the session, in regard to that subject. So

I think there is a good deal of informna-
tion already on the records. Suffice it
to say that bus contracts for the coming
Year will entail the spending of a sum
of approximately £870,000 and, speaking
from memory, there are 522 bus contracts
in force.

A short while ago I indicated that the
number of teachers is increasing and there
are now approximately 3,400 in the de-
partment while there are 850 trainees in
the training colleges at Claremont and
Graylands. It is anticipated that the net
increase in trainee teachers next year will
be in the vicinity of 70; in other words, it
is hoped to have a total of 920 in the
teachers' training colleges. The number
of bursarles has been increased from 100
to 350; these are available to post-junior
students in high schools and by that means
we hope to encourage desirable youths,
both boys and girls, to enter the teaching
profession.

While it has always been important, it
has of late years become even more im-
portant that the State should obtain, if
possible, the best students available, both
boys and girls, from the high schools and
private schools to enter the training col-
lege so that eventually they will take their
places in the classrooms in the various
parts of the State. I do not think too
much importance can be placed on the
necessity for having boys and girls with
the most reputable character to take
charge of our children, to help form their
minds and to teach them the qualities re-
quired for good citizenship.

As E6 matter of fact, since last May twelve
months, I have visited 140 schools, includ-
ing private schools, and I am pleased to
note that in both the State and private
schools we have a fine type of man and
woman in charge of the children. if the
State continues to expand at the same rate
as it has done over the past few years.
the time may come when the Education
Department will find it difficult to secure
the necessary intake of the type of young
men and women to whom I have referred
because of the competition from outside
industry, professional, commercial and
academic.

I should now like to refer to the ques-
tion asked by the member for Cottesloe a
few moments ago. The member for Cot-
tesloe and the Minister for Works would
know more about this subject than I do,
but I have been told by educationists that
the most desirable number of children for
a class in a primary school is 40 and for
secondary schools 30. That policy is, to
some extent, in operation today, but not
to the extent-

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: You would wish.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: Np,
nor to the same extent as the teachers or
anybody connected with our educational
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institutions would wish. However, we hope
to attain that position some time in the
near future.

Some people have the idea that teachers
start at 9 o'clock in the morning and
knock off at 3 o'clock in the afternoon.
In my opinion, it is an onerous and im-
portant profession, even in the ordinary
schools where the children are normal.* But
I have learnt a lesson since I have been
Minister for Education and I must express
unbounded admiration for those teachers
who are in charge of some of the children
in the State. I have taken the opportunity
of visiting, among others, the blind school.
the deaf and dumb school, the slow
learners' group at Victoria Park, the spastic
children centre at Mt. Lawley and the
Nathaniel Harper Home at Ouildford. One
has to see the teachers trying to instil
knowledge into the children at Victoria
Park or Guildford-the mentally retarded
children-to realise the arduous task they
have.

These teachers are attached to the
Education Department and they have my
unbounded admiration for the work they
are doing. In addition, we have a corres-
pondence section and the itinerant teach-
ers. The correspondence section is housed
in Museumn-st. and those teachers are per-
forming a fine service for the children of
the outback portions of the State. Due to
the consolidation of schools, which has
been effected over recent years, the num-
ber of children receiving correspondence
education has been reduced. There are
many different branches of education,' in-
eluding primary and secondary, technical,
teacher training and specialised training
such as for manual work and domestic
science. These teachers are all doing fine
work in the interests of the children of
this State.

We are trying to expand the technical
training facilities and the member for
Bunbury recently asked a question in that
regard. I was in Bunbury recently and I
made an investigation of the position. I
hope the time will not be far distant when
we will be able to make a start in regard
to technical education there.

As soon as circumstances permit we hope
to remove the congestion from the Perth
Technical School and spread those facili-
ties into the suburbs. The Leederville
Technical School is being expanded and a
new heavy trades school will be opened
shortly in Wembley Park. This school will
be for the benefit of apprentices. Here
again, let me say that It Is the parents'
responsibility to try to encourage the youth
of this country-those who are engaged in
apprenticeships-to do everything possible
to avail themselves of the facilities pro-
vided.

I refer now to the apprentices who are
required under the laws of the State to
'attend the technical training school for
half a day a week, or a day a fortnight.
The facilities Provided are wonderful ad I

Invite members to visit the Perth Technical
College at any time, to see the work being
carried on. The youth of this State have
wonderful opportunities. Parents have
asked me questions about their sons and
what they should do. Some parents dem-
onstrate a great amount of apathy and
indifference to the welfare of their children.
They should encourage their children to
attend the technical colleges which are
Provided for them.

My final word is in connection with
camp schools and youth education. I will
not give a dissertation on youth education.
Suffice it to say that the National Fitness
Council, of which the member for Stirling
knows a great deal, having been chairman
of it when Minister for Education, is do-
ing great work in the interests of the youth
of the State. The work is being performed
largely in an honorary capacity and every-
thing possible is being done through church
organisations and sporting bodies to try to
give the youth of this country every pos-
sible facility to develop into responsible
citizens.

We have a scheme, which is in the course
of progress, to bring approximately 100
children from as far north as Wyndhamn
and as far south as Shark Bay-there will
be a good percentage of native children
among them-to Point Peron next Febru-
ary for the purpose of engaging in a camp
school. They will be transported by air
both ways and will be in the charge of
the educational authorities. These child-
ren will be shown places of interest in the
metropolitan area and, while it will not be
a holiday all the time and they will be
indulging in certain forms of study while
here, it will be a type of holiday for the
children. The point is that every effort
is being made to see that these young
children in the North-West, once during
their school life, are given an opportunity
to visit the metropolitan area. I have no
doubt that it will be a success because of
the organisers of the Education Depart-
ment who are at the helm. I hope that
similar camps will be carried on in future
years.

I thank members for their kindly interest
and attention. Last year the Estimates
went through without discussion and I was
not given an opportunity to speak to
members.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: You did not intro-
duce them last year?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: No,
I would like to apologiae for not doing so.
I took the opportunity on this occasion of
giving members some little idea of the
activities of the department which, for the
time being, I am administering.

MRt. SEWELL (Oeraldton) (10.43]: 1
listened with great Interest to the Mini-
ster. Particularly In regard to the growth
of our school population. I akh sure It Is
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pleasing for members to note that the
State is progressing in this direction be-
cause with the number or young children
coming on a. State such as ours cannot
do anything else but progress.

Firstly, I would like to pay a tribute to
the teaching staff in the area. that I rep-
resent and I refer to the Inspector of
Schools, Mr. Trotman, the headmasters
and all the teachers. in my opinion, they
are doing an excellent job. The schools
in my district including the Cleraldton
High School, the primary school, and the
AlLandale school, which was instituted by
a previous Minister, the member for Stir-
ling, are being kept in good condition and
the grounds are a credit to the staff and
to the parents and citizens' associations.

Recently the Minister told me that plans
had been prepared and tenders for a new
school in the State housing area, which is
in the Dampier-st.-Franels-st. section of
the town, had been called. This is aL step
in the right direction and the school will
be much appreciated by parents in that
area. The site has been levelled and pre-
pared for the school and it is to be hoped
that the tenders are such that the money
will be forth-coming and the school built
at an early date.

The school at Bluff Point badly needs
repair work to be undertaken, and the
grounds require levelling. If the school
is to be left on the present site, this work
could be done and the result would be
quite a nice school with attractive
grounds. The area is growing rapidly:
more houses are being built, more gardens
are being laid out and cultivated, and this,
of course, means more children.

That brings me now to matters affecting
Northampton. The Northampton district
itself has given the department concern
for a few Years because it still has a num-
ber of small country schools. The main
school is too small and in the first place
was built in the wrong position on the top
of a hill surrounded by stone. The people
of Northampton are concerned because
there is no suitable site that can be used
as a playing area for children. The chil-
dren from some of the smaller schools out-
side, such as Sandy Gully. Yallabatharra,
Alma and East Bowes, will be brought into
that school.

I would have preferred to see a new
site selected. The small school could
remain for a while pending the choosing
of a good position with better surround-ings on which to build a new school. The
people also believe that every consideration
will have to be given to the establishment
of a junior high school at Northampton.
The district is growing rapidly and I would
like at this stage to impress on the mini-
ster the necessity to bear in mind the need
to establish a Junior high school at North-
ampton.

The most northern school is at Gaiena
on the banks of the Murchison River and
Is attended by some 20-odd children. They
belong to the farmers in that area and
the miners who work in the locality. The
school is badly in need of repair, but I
understand from the department that
steps have been taken recently to see
that it will be lined and that it is also
intended to carry out a few minor im-
provenments. In the winter months and
in the spring the climate up there is ideal
to live in, but in the summer months it
can get very hot and most uncomfortable
for the children who attend the school.

Those are the few remarks I wished to
make in connection with the schools in my
area. The Minister will be aware of them
and I dare say he will take notes of my
requests. I would like to commend the
staff on the excellent work that has been
done over a period and, if it is in order
for me to do so, I would also like to com-
mend the previous Ministers, including
the member for Stirling, who was very
helpful when I was first elected to Parlia-
ment, in having certain works carried out,
including the erection of the new school
at Allandale. This has not been lessened
in any degree by the present Minister
who is always prepared to do anything
for the betterment of the children of' the
State.

MR. NORTON (Qascoyne) [10.50]: 1
wish to address a few remarks to the
Committee on this Vote. Over the
past two and a half years the Edu-
cation Department has made great
strides in Carnarvon in adding to the
various subjects that are taught there.
During the past year an Infant health
sister has taken motheroraft classes at
Carnarvon and has given lectures to the
children once a month. She gives her
lectures at the Carnarvon Junior High
School, and included in the attendances at
those lectures are children from Carnar-
von convent and the mnission. This gives
the girls of Carnarvon a chance which
they have not had before of hearing lec-
tures such as these.

Another innovation as far as teaching
is concerned-and one that affects not
only children but adults as well-is the
Introduction of typewriting, shorthand
and bookkeeping classes. I understand
that the senior or adult class is held at
night and It Is very well patronised, as are
also the other classes for the juniors which
are held during the day.

I was very pleased earlier this year to
have the information from the Minister
concerning the organising of a camp
school at Point Peron. It appears that
the response to the establishment of this
school has been so great that there may
be some difficulty in catering for the num-
ber of children that will attend. Rather
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than curtail the opportunity for children
from some of the schools, I hope the Min-
ister will increase the size of the camp
or make two camps of it so that no school
in the North-West will be omitted. it
is one of those provisions that will give
the children in the North-West a wider
outlook on life. It will give them an in-
centive and an idea of what goes on in
the outside world and what it looks like.

This will be particularly so where it re-
lates to the native children. But they are
not the only ones who have not had an
opportunity of leaving the North-West
during their school life. I would sincerely
ask the Minister that if he finds the num-
bers so large that it would appear abso-
lutely necessary to leave out any particu-
lar school from this project, considera-
tion be given to dividing the numbers into
two groups and running two camps at Point
Peron each year.

In relation to) the school building arid
facilities at the Carnarvon Junior High
School, I would point out that these are
improving greatly but there are one or two
matters that still need to be provided for.
The manual training centre which is con-
ducted temporarily in the old school, will
be fully equipped after the new school
classrooms are completed. It is to be
hoped that the domestic science room will
also be equipped as soon as the classrooms
have been completed.

The drinking fountain at the Carnarvon
school, which is the open type, is found
to be totally inadequate, and it has been
recognised by the Public Works Depart-
ment and the Education Department that
this type of drinking fountain is not suit-
able for the district. It has also been re-
cognised that the most suitable method of
giving children good, cool drinking water
is by means of electrical refrigerators
placed on the verandah. I trust the Min-
ister will see that these are installed prior
to school opening in the new year.

Progress reported.
[Mr. Brady took the Chair.]

BILL-LICENSIENG ACT AMENDMENT
(No. 3).

Received from the Council and, on
motion by Hon. A. PF. Watts, read a first
Lime.

MOTION-PENSIONS AND
SUPERANNUATION.

Expert Committee of Investigation.
Order of the flay read for the resump-

tion from the 9th November of the debate
on the following motion by Mr. John-
son:-

That in the opinion of the H-ouse,
an expert committee should be ap-
pointed by the Government to inquire

into the incidence of the various
pensions and superannuation pay-
ments made by the Government; to
examine the relationship between
them, and report upon the effect of
the pensions upon the standard of
living of the recipients, and to recom-
mend any alterations and/or im-
provements considered necessary and
desirable.

Question put and passed.

STANDING ORDERS -COMMITTEE.
Consideration of Report.

Report of Standing Orders Committee
now considered.

Mr. J. HEGNEY: The suggested new
Standing Order is as follows:-

lODA. At the discretion of the
Speaker, questions may be asked with-
out notice on Important matters which
call for immediate attention, and one
supplementary question may be asked
to elucidate an answer.

I move-
That the recommendation be agreed

to.
Hon. A. Fl. WATTS: This proposition

is no better than the present situation,
and, so far as I am concerned, the posi-
tion will be most unsatisfactory if we
carry this motion. I was not quite able
to understand the action of Mr. Speaker
in bringing to an abrupt end the asking
of questions without notice. I was a
Minister of the Crown for six years. and
I had questions without notice fired at
me on perhaps hundreds of occasions. I
had the opportunity, which is open to every
Minister of the Crown, to ask for notice
of questions to be given and to decline
to answer those given without notice. With
that safeguard, a Minister of the Crown
is not, in my opinion, placed in an in-
vidious position by the asking of ques-
tions without notice.

The situation here is that if one wants
to ask a question on Tuesday, he has to
give notice of the question before 5 p.m.
on the preceding Thursday-or a little
earlier when we sit at 2.15 p.m. on a
Thursday. Many questions come to mind
in between those two days which could, in
fairness, I think, be asked without notice
on the Tuesday. On many occasions I
have had notice by way of a letter sent
to me by members on the Monday, and
necessary inquiries could be made at the
department and an effective answer given
on the Tuesday. So I do not see the
necessity for either the restriction that
was imposed on us by direction of Mr.
Speaker or the restriction which is Im-
plicit in this proposed Standing Order
which says that, at the discretion of the
Speaker, questions may be asked without
notice on Important matters which call
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for immediate attention, and one supple-
mentary question may be asked to elucid-
ate an answer.

What is an important matter is, in many
eases I think, entirely In the discretion
of the member himself, bearing in mind
always that if the Minister who is to deal
with it finds that It is diffiult or impos-
sible to answer without inquiry, he can
say that he must have formal notice of
the question. But in many Instances it
is Possible for a Minister to answer a ques-
tion without notice and Ministers have
given most effective answers on occasions.

I feel that if we agree to this proposed
Standing Order, we shall take away from
members something which has been used
freely-and. I think, in the main very
fairly-by members on both sides of this
House for the last 20 years to my know-
ledge, and probably long before that-
though I will not speak of any period of
which I do not know-something which
has done nobody any harm, and which in
many instances has elicited much informa-
tion.

If this proposed Standing Order directed
that frivolous or vexatious questions
should be countermanded by Mr. Speaker,
I would not mind, because it IS possible
from time to time that, either from a dis-
torted sense of humour or for some other
reason, a member might ask questions of
a kind that the Speaker might decide
should not be put to the Minister. I would
give Mr. Speaker that discretion; but this
Standing Order does not provide for that.
It simply says that the Speaker shall vir-
tually have control over every question
without notice.

I do not know of any other Parliament
in Australia where such a stringent rule
applies. It does not apply in the Federal
House at Canberra, nor in certain other
States where I have attended sittings. I
ask the House not to accept this proposed
Standing Order, and not to accept the
present position. I raised no protest against
the decision of Mr. Speaker, because I
knew the matter was to be referred to the
Standing Orders Committee, and there
was a prospect of its coming to a decision
that would serve my purpose. But if we
agree to this recommendation of the com-
mittee, then for all time-as I understand
the position-the right of the private
member, which has stood for so many years
and which, in the main, has not been
abused, will be abolished.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair]

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: I do not think
the Leader of the Country Party hats much
to complain about. He said that when he
was Minister many questions were asked
without notice. But there has never been
anything in Standing Orders to provide for
questions without notice. Various Speakers
have allowed them to be asked but there
has been no provision for them.

In the last seven or eight years, in my
opinion, the asking of questions without
notice has become a farce. I am not
blaming one side or the other. Members
of whichever party has been in Opposition
in the last seven or eight years have in-
dulged in the practice-and it has become
a farce-of bobbing up and asking ques-
tion after question without notice.

I could understand a member wanting
to ask a question on some important matter
that has cropped up suddenly; but one has
only to look back over the past to know
that members who have asked such ques-
tions have done it to annoy those on the
Treasury bench. Members on this side
have done it, the same as members opposite.

Hon. Sir Ross McLarty: Much more.
Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: I would say that

it had been done more often by members
on this side. Both sides are tarred with
the one brush. If the member for Stirling
looks up the Commonwealth Standing
Orders, he will find that this one is practi-
cally identical with that of the House of
Representatives.

On motion by the Minister for Works,
debate adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT-SPEICIAL.
THE ]MINISTER FOR WORKS: (Hon.

J. T. Tonkin-Melvilie): I move-
That the House at its rising adjourn

till 11.25 p.m. tonight.
Question put and a division taken with

the following result:-
Ayes ..
Noes ..

... ...*. 23
.... ... .1. 23

A tie.... 0

Ayes.
Mr. Andrew
Mr. Brady
Mr. Grahamn
Mr. Hawk.
Mr. Heal
Mr. J. Hleaney
Mr. W. Hegney
Mr. Hoar
Mr. Jamieson
Mr. Johnson
Mr. Kelly
Mr. Lapham

NO
Mr. Abbott
Mr. Ackland
Mr. Erann
Dane P. Cardeli-Oliver
Mr. Cornell

Mr. Court
Mr. Doney
Mr. Hearrann
Mr, Hill
Mr. Hutchinson
Mr. Manning
Sir Ross Me~arty

Mr. Lawrence
Mr. McCulloch
Mr. Moir
Mr. Norton
Mr. Nulsen
Mr. Rhatigan
Mr. Sewell
Mr. Sleeman
Mr. Styants
Mr. Tonkin
Mr. May

ft.
Mr. Naider
Mr. Nimmo
Mr. North
Mr. Oldfleld
Mr. Owen
Mr. Roberts
Mr Thorn
Mr. Watts
Mr. Wild
Mr. Yates
Mr. Bovell

(Teller.)

(Teller. P

Mr. SPEAKER: The voting being equal:
I give my vote with the ayes, and declare
the motion carried.

Question thus passed.

House adjourned at 11.15 P.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 11.25
P.m.. and read Prayers.

BILLS (2) -RETURNED.
1, Judges Salaries and Pensions Act

Amendment.
2, Constitution Acts Amendment (No. 3).

Without amendment.

ANNUAL ESTIATES, 1955-56.
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the same day (First
Period), Mr. Moir in the Chair.

Vote-Education, £5,917,625 (partly con-
sidered):

MR. ROSS HUTCHINSON (Cottesloe)
(11.39]: I take this opportunity to air a
grievance that is felt by a considerable
number of people and certain youth org-
anisations In Fremantle regarding what Is
felt by them to be the wrongful use of the
sum of £8,000 which was raised over a
Period of years commencing before the
second world war. The sum of £8,000 was
raised through the efforts of a great num-
ber of people.

The Minister for Works: Where is this
£8,000?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: As far as I
know it has been utilised in the construc-
tion of the John Curtin high school.

The Minister for Works: You are quite
wrong. It is in the bank under the control
of the trustees.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: To a question
I asked in this Chamber, I was told that
the £8,000 was to be utilised in the con-
struction of the John Curtin high school,
or, in the construction of a certain part
of it. Am I wrong in saying that?
The Minister for Works: It Is still in

the hands of the trustees.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: I think the
Minister is quibbling and he is not a man
who usually quibbles. I am merely trying
to air the grievance of those people against
the use of that money on the John Curtin
high school.

The Minister for Works: But you do not
know what the grievance is. You cannot
complain about the wrongful use of money
which is still in the hands of the trustees.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: If the Min-
ister will allow me to continue with what
I have to say, as I feel he should, I might
be able to make the points that he expects
me to make, or those that he hopes I will
not make.

The Minister for Works: It will not make
any difference. There are three trustees
responsible for that money.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: The Minister
should be quiet for a moment! I know
that! One permanent trustee is Hon. J.
T. Tonkin, M.L.A., of 104 Preston Point-
rd., Bicton.

The Minister for Works: Now read the
names of the other two.

Mr. ROSS HUTCINSON: Mr. Perry of
2 Solomon-st., Beaconsfield, and Mr. Vivian.
of 37 Inverness Crescent, Mt. Lawley. I
am faced with what was brought home
to me by a certain Person and one youth
organisation in particular, namely, the F're-
mantle Citizens and Police Boys' Club.
Their grievance is that the £8,000 is to be
used for the construction of part of the
John Curtin high school. I ask the Min-
ister: Am I wrong in saying that? I ask that
question because his Leader, on the day
he laid the foundation stone of the high
school, said that such and such an amount
of money was to be taken from here and
such and such an amount of money was
to be taken from there and £8,000 was to
be taken from this youth fund.

The Minister for Works: No, he did not
say that.

The Minister for Lands: You are not
doing too well.

Mr ROSS HUTCHINSON: The Mini-
ster always--

The Treasurer: Exasperates you.
The Minister for Works: I am just try-

Ing to keep you on the track. The Premier
did not say that.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: I must
establish this point because if what I am
trying to say has no foundation, I will
not continue with my remarks.

The Minister for Works: What you
should do is to attend the next meeting
of the community centre and put up your
story to the trustees before the agreement
is signed, because no agreement has yet
been signed.

Mr. flOSS HUTCHINSON: I realise
that no agreement has been signed.
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The Minister for Works: You should
therefore submit your story to the trustees.

Mr. ROBS HUTCHLINSON;. I suggested
to the Fremantle Citizens and Police Boys'
Club that it should put Its case to the
trustees but it has been told that the
money is to be used for the purpose I
have mentioned, I was present at the
opening of the John Curtin high school
when the Premier made reference to that
sum of money. May I make a direct ap-
Peal to the Premier? Did he make a
reference to the sum of £8,000 on that oc-
casion? If he did not, I am lost.

The Minister for Works: That Is diff-
erent to what you said a moment ago. of
course, he made reference to it.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: Did he make
reference to the sum of £8,000 being used
to construct some part of the John Curtin
high school?

The Minister for Works: You should
find out exactly what Is being done before
you start complaining. You ought to know
that the Government is spending £20,000
which would not have been spent-

The CHAIRMAN: Order! We cannot
have a debate between the Minister for
Works and the member for Cottesloe. I
suggest to the member for Cottesloe that
he address his remarks to the Chair and
he will not have so many interjections.

Mr. ROBS HUTCHINSON-. Thank you,Mr. Chairman, I only hope that what you
say will be true. The story behind this
sum of £8,000 is that various public-
spirited citizens years ago decided that
Fremantle required a youth centre. To
put that decision into effect, donations
were made, appeals were conducted, many
businesses contributed various sums of
money, a Queen competition was held
which raised a considerable sum of money
and the total amount was placed into this
youth fund. Over the course of the years,
the money grew to the sum of £8,000. I
believe-the Minister might tell me if I
am wrong-that the object was to con-
struct a youth centre or purchase some
building so that the youth of the Fre-
mantle district might be able to enjoy
some recreation and receive some physical
education.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Hon. Sir Ross McLarty: Members did
not clap the member for Bunbury a few
weeks ago.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: Recently it
has been found that the fate of this £8,000
is in jeopardy because it Is believed by many
businessmen in Fremantle, and it Is cer-
tainly believed by the Fremantle Citizens
and Police Boys' Club, that the £8,000 Is to
be utilised in some manner to assist in the
construction of the John Curtin high

school or is to be used towards the Pfo-
vision of some type of amenities in that
school.

The Treasurer: For whom?
Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: Presumably

for the benefit of the youth attending this
school or for the youth of Fremanitle gen-
erally. I do not deny that an attempt
will be made to serve the youth of Fre-
mantle by the utilization, of this money.

The Minister for Works: Attempt! That
is putting it mildly!

The Treasurer: He is hopeless!
The Minister for Works: An attempt

will be made!
Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: Mr. Chair-

man, you can see that I am faced with the
great difficulty when the Premier and
Treasurer of the State mutters something
about, "He is hopeless" and walks from
his seat.

The Minister for Works: I am not likely
to walk from my seat.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: For good-
ness sake! Will the Minister dry up!
With the Minister continually interjecting,
I- am sure he must be touched on the raw
about this subject.

The Minister for Works: You will see
how much I am touched on the raw in a
moment.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: Of course,
he is touched on the raw. I know what
will happen. He will get up in a minute
and make some foolish statement.

The Minister for Works: You will see
how foolish it Is in a minute.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: I hope that
the fate of this £8,000 will not be re-
solved in the fashion that the people of
Fremantle think it will be. namey for use
on the John Curtin high school. I believe
It is within the power of the trustees to
operate upon this fund as they so desire
according to the terms under which they
are constituted, but I doubt whether the
Government should make some financial
arrangements with the trustees to take
over the £8,000 and utilise the funds on
the John Curtin high school.

I do not believe that this sum of money
can be used on the high school for the
use of the Fremantle district as well as It
could be in the purchase of a building to
be set aside for the original purpose. That
was the manner in which it was expected
to be used by the people of the district
who spent a great deal of time raising the
money. I know a great number of the
people who contributed to this fund.

The Fremantle Citizens and Police Boys'
Club, which does an excellent job, is one of
the most energetic youth clubs in Fre-
mantle. It has a membership of about
350 boys and 70 or 80 girls. It performs
some very worth-while work. I had the
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pleasure of serving on its executive for
some time in an acting capacity. Whilst
I am still a, member of its committee, I
have not been able to make my services
available to it in recent times. The club
felt that the trust should devote some of
this £8,000 for the establishment of a youth
centre.

Mr. Heal: Did you say the club?
Mr. ROSS HTrCmTNSON:. The club

wanted to have same of this money al-
located for the purchase of a building be-
cause it does such goad work. It is well
known that the activities of this club re-
present one of the most important factors
contributing towards the absence of
juvenile delinquency in Fremantle. I was
requested to try to persuade the Govern-
ment not to accept this £8,000 and that It
should not enter into a financial agreement
with the trustees, of whom the Minister,
who is simmering in his seat for a moment,
is one.

The Minister for Works: Do not worry
about me! I have all the answers to what
you are saying.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: I hope the
Minister has. I hope he can put forward
proper grounds for the use of this money
and that he will give an assurance that
it will not be used on the John Curtin
high school. I believe that if the money
is used for the provision of a gymnasium,
or for amenities in a gymnasium, or for
a hail in the school, that these amenities
or this hail in the five-year high school
will not be as useful to the youth of Pre-
mantle-

The Minister for Works: How do you
know? Have you seen the plans?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON :-as a separ-
ate building would be. I am not trying to
be hypocritical in saying this. It is my
belief-

Mr. Lawrence: Have you ever had a look
at the set-up at Medina?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: Yes. A
portion of the fund could well be
utilised by the Premantle Police and
Citizens Boys' Club at the present time.
Recently they were evicted from their
quarters at Base Flats. Now the club is
using an ancient hall which is not very
suitable for its purposes. It wauld be an
admirable opportunity for the fund, if it
so desired, to provide money to that club
for a building. The fact that the trustees
can please themselves cannot be dis-
puted.

I hope that Cabinet will not take the
money which has been collected as the
result of the efforts and contributions of
the citizens, by Queen competitions and
by small donations for specific purposes,
and spend it on the school. The facilities
could then only be utillsed by those child-
ren attending the five-year high school.
Certain times could be apportioned to

certain -clubs on various evenings. As a
centre it would not fill the requirements
which were envisaged when the commun-
ity youth fund was inaugurated before
the second world war. In some respects
it will be a poor, even paltry, step for the
Government to take the £8,000 raised in
such a manner.

No doubt I shall be told by the Minis-
ter that the money will be put to a. good
purpose in the John Cur-tin high school,
and that the facilities will be made avail-
able to all the youths of the district. I
submit there will be a restricted use of
the facilities. It would be far wiser for the
Government to forgo the £8,000, and to
carry on and build the hall. Surely the
Government is not so poverty stricken as
to want to help itself to that money!

Mr. Yates: It has helped itself to other
trust funds before.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: I have no
quarrel with the trustees. It is up to
them to enter into any financial arrange-
ment. No one can deny them that right,
but I submit the Government should think
twice about this matter. The Police Boys'
Club has expressed its feelings in a letter
sent to the trustees and to myself.

Mr. Heal: The letter is not from the
federation, but only from the Fremantle
Police Boys' Club.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: It is not
from the federation. The letter is written
by the hon. secretary of the Fremantle
Police and citizens Boys' Club. it states--

It has become a matter of vital urg-
ency for the club to obtain suitable
premises, and although certain land
has been offered, nothing in the way
of a suitable building at present
erected seems to be available. The
club must therefore be forced into
building its own premises particularly
as work has already commenced on
the dismantling of Base Flats, and
the whole of the premises are to be
demolished.

I ask members to bear with me while I
read this because it is pertinent to the
difficulties facing youth organisations try-
ing to raise funds for accommodation. The
letter goes on-

The erection of a suitable building is
a matter of extremely heavy expense
which must mainly be made by public
subscription, particularly from the
business people of Fremantle and dis-
tricts. It is in this regard that we
have met considerable difficulty due
to the fact that a number of business
people put quite a deal of effort Into
the raising of the money which your
association has held for a number of
years past and although we appreciate
that some of this money was increased
by a fortunate investment and subse-
quent sale of a property, the business
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community as a whole has a very defi-
nite feeling in the matter and natur-
ally points to the moneys held by you
whenever any request is made for pur-
poses such as we require1 and un-
doubtedly they have reason to do so
with the amount of money which has
been lying Idle for so long without in
any way being used for the objects
of your association which are the pur-
poses for which the money was Con-
tributed.

Likewise from the information we
have received we feel that there would
be considerable opposition to any use
of such money by you for any pur-
poses where the use of premises might
be restricted, and it appears obvious
that the money should be used where

_It will do the greatest amount of good.

Being the most virile and, I say with-
out fear of contradiction, the one doing
the most worth-while work, the Fremantle
Police and Citizens Boys' Club finds itself
in difficulties in raising finance to house
the club. On most occasions when it
makes appeals for money it is told by
people, "We helped the club before. What
about the King's Theatre? What Is to be
done with the money already held by the
trustees?" I think that the Minister for
Works and the members of Fremantle
electorates are aware of this. Its Job of
raising money is made very difficult.

The letter also states that the three
controlling trustees have complete power
over the fund without referring to a num-
ber of other trustees who are appointees:
that the trustees may have rules and a
constitution which will enable them to
make grants as they so desire. The letter
continues--

Under these circumstances we are
making a very strong appeal to you
for your association to make available
to us a substantial amount of the funds
which we respectfully submit are held
by you as trustees for a purpose such
as we stand for, which includes the
purpose for which your association
was fofied and the money subscribed.
We feel that really substantial aid by
you would not only convince the busi-
ness people in Fremantle that your
association was making a proper use of
the funds It is holding, but also would
encourage the business comununity to
now assist with the very considerable
extra money running into many thous-
ands of pounds which it would be
necessary for us to raise to put up a
suitable building, such a building even
containing the barest necessities will
of course be a terrific expense in these
times, and in fact because of present
building costs quite out of proportion
to what the cost would have been had
the money been utillsed when It was
first subscribed.

The Police BOYS' Club is making this
strong appeal to the trustees to use the
money in a manner which it feels would
be better than the manner in which It Is
apparently to be used, although the Min-
ister might explain it is not to be used in
any way for the John Curtin high school.

Mr. Lawrence: Is that the general feel-
ing of all youth organisations?

Mr. ROSS HUTrCHINSON. That is cer-
tainly the feeling of one of the youth
organisations there. I cannot speak for
any others but the Fremantle Police Boys'
Club. I was told by the secretary of one
of the Police Boys' Clubs that other org-
ani1sations feel likewise.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: Have you discussed
this matter with the Commissioner for
Police?

Mr. ROSS HTUTCHINSON: No.
The Minister for Works: He has dis-

cussed it with no one.
Mr. ROSS HUJTCHINSON: As I said

earlier, I felt that I had to raise this
subject. I am sincere in raising it. I hope
that the trustees will be able to set not
only my fears at rest, but the fears of the
people in Fremantle who do not like the
way in which the money may be used. In
making this appeal, the Police Boys' Club
is really making an appeal to the Govern-
ment not to enter into a financial arrange-
ment because the business people and
youth organisations concerned consider it
is a wrongful use of the money.

The Minister for Police: Why did they
not take the matter up with the Minister
for Police? They came to him when they
wanted a block of land. Why did they
not come to me when they wanted to make
an appeal to the Government?

Mr. ROSS HTJTCHINSON: I did not say
they made an appeal to the Government.

The minister for Police: You did say it.
Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: Not in those

words.
The Minister for Police: We shall see

what is recorded in "Hansard."
Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: What I said

was that this organisation is making an
appeal to the association and in a sense
this is an appeal to the Government. If 1
said it in the way the Minister for Polic e
has suggested, then I have clarified it now.
So we can leave it at that. I suggest this
is an indirect appeal to the Government
not to enter into a financial arrangement
which these people consider would be a
wrongful use of the Money. I myself sus-
pect that it is being wrongfully used.

The Minister for Works: Have you made
any inquiries? Not a single one.

Hon. ROSS HUTCHINSON: That Is the
Manner in which the Minister for Works
acts every time I get up and make a legiti-
mate criticism. He always says, "Have
you done this? Have you done that?"
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The Minister for works: And have You?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: I am making
this speech.

The Miplater for Works: Have you made
any inquiries?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: Of course. I
have made inquiries of the business people
in the area concened and of those who
were instrumental in raising the £8,009.

The Minister for Works: Have you ap-
proached any of the trustees?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: No, I have
not approached any of the trustees, but I
am approaching them through the Gov-
ernment now.

The Minister for Works: That is a fine
method of approach.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: I appeal to
the Minister again, I earlier made a state-
ment that the trustees have complete
power to utilise this money as they think
best. Is that correct?

The Minister for Works: That is so.

Mr. ROBS HUTCHINSON: I am not
denying that. I made that statement
earlier, but I am taking it from another
angle, and the Minister knows that angle.

The Minister for Works: I should say
with this reservation: Not as they think
best, but only In so far as it conforms to
the trust. So their discretion Is limited
to the rules.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: As they
think best under the constitution.

The Minister for Works: Exactly.

Mr. ROSS HUJTCHINSON: I am glad we
have established some degree of agreement.
Little remains to be done except to hear
the Minister on this subject. I submit
that In the minds of the public this money
was raised for the purpose of constructing
or purchasing a building or obtaining
suitable premises for a community youth
Centre. The Police Boys Club is up against
a blank wall whenever they try to raise
money to house themselves and they feel
that it will not be a correct use of the
£8,000 if it is applied to the construction
of the John Curtin high school. While
It may be said that they will have ready
access to the school, that will not be so.

I have made many inquiries into this
matter. In the course of one of the queen
competitions organised to raise funds, I
assisted in my small way. I have seen the
people who were connected with the move-
ment and they do not like this idea at all.
The Minister may say that the youth
groups will be able to make use of the
facilities at the school, but I feel that for
the reason I have outlined, the Govern-
ment should not enter into this financial
arrangement.

THE PAlUSTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
J. T. Tonkin-Melville) (12.1 ain.]: Per-
haps I should be grateful to the member
for Cottesloe for having afforded me this
opportunity to put him right on this im-
portant question. If the hon. member had
been genuine in his approach to this
matter he would have done several things
which up to date he has niot done. The
first thing one would expect a person
genuinely desirous of getting the best re-
sults would have been-

Mr. Ross Hutchinson:, You said genuinely
desirous of getting the best results? I am
going to interrupt this man.

The CHAIRMAN: Is the hon. member
rising to a point of order?

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Yes.
The CHAIRMAN: What Is the point of

order?
Mr. Ross Hutchinson: I would like the

Minister to withdraw the statement that
I am not genuinely desirous of doing the
best on this occasion.

The CHAIRMAN: No point of order is
involved. The Minister may proceed.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I did
not say what the hon. member objects to
and so I have nothing to withdraw. The
hon. member, as a first step, should have
gone to one of the trustees. I am not con-
cerned as to what he thinks of me, but
he -should not impugn the honesty of Mr.
S. W. Perry or of Mr. J. Vivian.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: I did not impugn
their honesty. You think you can get
away with anything.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This is
the man that does not like interiections.

Several members interjected.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I shall

proceed to say that I am not concerned as
to what the hon. member might think of
me. but he has no right to Impugn the
motives or honesty-

Mr. Ross Hutchinson, On a point of
order, I desire the Minister to withdraw
that statement.

The CHAIRMAN: What is the state-
ment?

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: He said I was
impugning the honesty of the trustees by
the remarks I had made. I did nothing
of the sort and I expect an immediate with-
drawal.

The C1HAIRMAN: Does the Minister
withdraw the remark?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: If the
hon. member assures me that he had no
intention of impugning the honesty of the
trustees--

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: You know that
I had no such intention.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: But the
whole of his speech was in that direction.
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Mr. Ross Hutchinson: I rise to a Point
of order.

The CHAIRMAN: The member for
Cottesloe will resume his seat.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: The Minister
withdrew his statement and then he said
that the whole of my speech was in that
direction.

The CHAIRMAN: I do not think there
is a point of order. The Minister with-
drew his statement, and he is in order in
discussing the matter along the lines on
which he is proceeding.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
member for Cottesloe could have ap-
proached Mr. Perry or Mr. Vivian-

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Well, get on with
It.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: -and
could have asked either or both of those
gentlemen just what the position was and
whether they considered they were doing
the right thing in the course of action
they proposed to take. But the hon. mem-
ber did not do that. Nor did he approach
me or the Minister for Education and ask to
see the plans of the building to be provided
for the use of the youth groups in Fre-
mantle. No, he was not interested in that.
He was not concerned as to what was to
be provided for the youth of Fremantle.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: You are wrong.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The

hon. member made no attempt to ascer-
tain what was to be provided, and he does
not know now what is to be provided or
why. Tile approach in this matter was
not made by the Government at all. The
Government was approached by others to
ascertain what could be done to provide
adequate facilities for the youth groups
in the Fremantle district. It was Pointed
out that when the money was originally
raised, it was intended that facilities
should be provided in a community youth
centre for all the youth groups in the
Fremantle district, including the Police
Boys' Club.

It was known at the time that if and
when such a building were provided, it
would be possible for each youth group
to have only a limited use of the facilities,
because the plans were drawn and formed
the basis of the app~eal for the money de-
sired for the erection of the building. It
was obvious from an inspection of the
plans that accommodation in the building
would not be adequate to enable all the
youth groups to have continued use of the
facilities.

Thus from the very inception, it was in-
tended that boy scouts, the girl guides, the
brownies, the sea scouts, the Y.M.C.A. and
the Police Boys' Club would have the use
of these facilities in a community Youth
centre and that a roster would be drawn
up to show the times at which each could

use the building. Never once did the rep-
resentatives of the Police BOYS' Club offer
any protest against that arrangement.

The appeal proceeded and a sum of
£8,000 was ultimately raised. When the
appeal commenced, building costs were sub-
stantially lower than they are today, and it
was well within the compass of the com-
mittee to raise the requisite funds to erect
a satisfactory building. But what sort of a
building would £8,000 provide today? On
the average it costs the Education Depart-
ment £4,000 for a school-room, so what
sort of a building could be put up to pro-
vide facilities for all the youth groups
of Fremantle, for £8,000?

The chairman of the trustees ap-
proached me and asked me to try to in-
terest the Government in the matter of
doing something beyond what the com-
mittee could hope to do in order that the
youth groups of Fremantle might be able
to have these facilities, which they had
been led to believe would be provided, but
which the committee knew would no longer
be within its compass because of the in-
creased cost of building. So I undertook
to explore the position.

I approached the Treasurer and sug-
gested that by way of experiment, which
might be repeated elsewhere in the State
if it proved successful at Fremantle, the
Government might add to its original
plans for the Curtin high school, ancill-
aries which otherwise would not have been
Included and which could be made avail-
able to the youth clubs in the evenings
and used by the scholars during the day.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: So your's is the
master mind behind the scheme!

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That is
not so.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: You just said
you were.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I said
that the chairman of the trustees had ap-
proached mie and asked whether the Gov-
ernment could do something to provide
the facilities, which the committee could
not do. In the Curtin high school there
will be facilities which will cost £20,000
and which otherwise would not have been
included In the school. Thus for the £8,000
which the trustees agreed to hand over
to the Government, they will get £20,000
worth of facilities which they will be able
to use in a manner set out in an agreement
providing for certain rights for the trus-
tees before they pass over the money.

Had the member for Cottesloe taken the
trouble to see me or the Minister for
Police in this matter, he would have been
told that before this step was taken, the
Commissioner of Police was asked to bring
a representative of the Police Boys' Club
to my office to discuss the proposition.
The sergeant in charge of Police Boys'
Clubs came along with the Commissioner
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of Police and In my office they examined
the tentative plan drawn up to provide
these facilities. Before we took a single
step further forward, the commisioner
and the sergeant expressed themselves as
being completely satisfied with the pro-
posal.

In these circumstances, was there any
reason why the trustees should not have
agreed that this Plan should go for-
ward? Clearly the money was raised for
the purpose of providing facilities for the
youth groups, and if the trustees could
get £20,000 worth of facilities when they
had only £8,000 in hand, they were cer-
tainly expending their money within the
terms of trust deed.

Mr. Ross Huchinson: Will this be a
separate plan?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No.
but this section of the building will have
a separate entrance., And not only will
there be a ball or theatre with all the an-
cillaries that usually go with a theatre,
but there will also be provision for the
Youth groups to hold their socials, make
their cups of tea, show their Pictures and
do all those things that the trustees en-
visaged originally they would like the
Youth clubs to be able to do, and in this
Youth centre we will have provision where,
during the day, the day scholars will have
facilities which otherwise they would not
have had, and in the evenings those facili-
ties will be available to the various youth
groups, to be used by them to any extent
they desire, in the furtherance of the ob-
jectives of their own clubs. And so the
boy scouts, the girl guides, the brownies,
the sea scouts, the Y.M.C.A. and so on
will all have their opportunity. The pro-
Position of the member for Cottesloe is
that a goodly portion of this £8,000 should
be given to one Youth group, leaving it
then impossible with the residue to pro-
vide these facilities which are now to be
provided.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Rubbish! Do you
mean to say You could not have done
this without taking the £8,000? Of course
You could.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
Government would have been no more
entitled to put these facilities in the John
Curtin high school for the use of outside
Youth groups-and in no other school-
than it would have been to select any other
school for special treatment.

Mr. Ross
new school,
not by-pass

Hutchinson: But this is a
incorporating new ideas. Do
it.

The IISTER FOR WORKS: So was
the Narrogin school a new one, and so
will be the Mt. Lawley and Armadale
schools, but the Government has not the
funds to keep putting all these ancillaries
into high schools. It is hard put to In-
clude the requisites.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: But you did not
have to use that £8,000.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Here
was an opportunity to try out something.
by way of experiment, to the mutual ad-
vantage of the youth groups and day
scholars. I consider the Government was
justified in providing for the day scholars
something which otherwise they would not
have had and providing for the community
youth groups something which they, in
turn, would otherwise not have had.

Here is a lesson In co-operation, not
sought by the Government initially but as
the result of an approach from the chair-
man of the trustees, who believed that
this was the best way in which the pro-
visions of the trust deed and of the com-
munity centre charter might be carried
out. But the member for Cottesloe would
prefer the trustees to hand over a large
Proportion of this money to one youth
group and let the others get on as best
they could with the residue, quite contrary
to the initial conception, and a proposition
which not one of the trustees would agree
to.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Will your rules
allow-

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: They
will allow every member of the community
Youth centre to attend a meeting and ex-
press his views to the trustees. If they
are not satisfied with the arrangement.
they can say so, but it is extremely un-
likely that the three trustees having verb-
ally given their word that they would
like some such arrangement-and having
approved of the plan which was drawn
up before the building was erected-would
now go back on their word and say to the
Government, "You can carry the whole of
the £:20,000 expense yourselves."

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: I asked you how
often the Police Boys' Clubs would appear
on the roster.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That
will be entirely a matter for determnina-
tion by the committee which will be set
up to look after the interests of the various
clubs and upon which they will all have
representation.

Mr. floss Hutchinson: It looks like be-
ing about once a fortnight.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It will
be no less and probably a lot oftener than
It would have been under the original con-
ception. I repeat that when this plan
was originally drawn up-I have a copy
of it at home-and the original design
of the building was agreed to, members
of the various youth groups were on the
committee and they knew at the time-

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: But times have
changed.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: -that
no one organisation would have a mono-
poly of the use of the facilities, and that
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It would be necessary for them to work out
a roster of when the facilities would be
available, and that is all we can hope
for now. As to what day the boy scouts,
girl guides and so on should make use
of the facilities: what do they do now?
They make use of any hall available to
them and when they can get it-once a
month or once a fortnight-and they have
to pay for it. Under this proposal, these
up-to-date facilities in Fremantle, especi-
ally designed for their purpose-

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: But you could
still have left them the £8,000.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: -will
be available to them to utilise, and, make
no mistake, they will be grateful for it.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: You could still
have had your brave new world idea with-
out utilising that money. You could have
asked someone to donate £5.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This
will cost £20,000 and £5 would not have
gone far.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: The principle
would have been the same.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
member for Cottesloe wants this money to
be paid to the Police Boys' Club-

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Not all of It.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: -and

he is not much concerned about the facili-
ties which the other youth groups would
get, whereas the trustees feel that they are
under an obligation to provide the best
facilities they can with the money avail-
able, and they consider they have made a
good bargain, because if they had spent the
£8,000 themselves, they would have got for
it much less than they are now going to
get under this arrangement with the Gov-
ernment.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: I do not believe
that. I think you have led the Govern-
ment into a blunder in this.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It seems
to me just commonsense. Members with
experience of building costs well know that
one cannot provide much in the way of a
hall and ancillary rooms for £8,000.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson- You could do a
great deal by purchasing an old building.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: One
could do much better with £20,000, or does
not the hon. member think so? I would
not be surprised if he thought along those
lines. That is the situation and I believe
it is a complete and satisfactory explana-
tion. If the member for Cottealoe is still
dissatisfied, I will extend to himi an invit-
ation. When the community centre has a
meeting, which it will shoryv. because the
agreement has been drawn utp and is now
in the bands of the trustees, preparatory
to calling a meeting for the consideration
and signing of the agreement-at the mo-
ment, the money is still in bonds or in

the bank and the trustees have not signed
anything, but the agreement has been
drawn up setting out the terms under
which the money will be paid over-the
hon. member can come to that meeting
and tell the trustees what he told this
Chamber tonigt-that he thinks it Is all
wrong and that the money should not be
utilised in this way.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Have you power
to invite me?

The MINITER FOR WORKS: Yes.
Mr. Ross Hutchinson: You do not think

the chairman -should do it?
The MINISTER FoR WORKS: He is

not here and I will undertake to make it
.right with him.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I ask the
member for Cotteslee to keep order. I
gave him plenty of latitude, but now ask
him to keep order.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I agree
that he was given plenty of latitude and
made full use of it. I1 say this proposal
will bear any investigation which the hon.
member or anyone else wishes to subject
it to and is another of the proposals which,
when put into operation, will gain applause
instead of criticism and condemnation.

Hon. A. F. Watts: What will you do if
the community centre directs the trustees
not to sign the agreement?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: They
cannot.

Hon. A. F. Watts: Then why are they
calling the meeting?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: To let
them know what is to happen. There is
no point in that, because the trustees did
not give themselves this power. It was
conferred upon them and they are only
exercising that power which was conferred
on them by the organisation generally.
It is a bit late in the day now to com-
plain.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: It is too late for
me to go to the trustees? I have told the
Government-

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
hon. member should have gone to the
trustees early in the piece. He should have
looked at the design of the building and
talked to the Commissioner of Police and
the sergeant in charge of the Police Boys'
Club. He would then have had an en-
tirely different view from that which he
now has and which is a jaundiced view.

MR. COURT (Nedlands) [12.27 a.m.1:-
I am anxious that the Minister should be
here as I wish to deal with a matter of
vital concern to him, to this Chamber, and
to the State. I have here the report of
the Commissioner of Native Welfare for
the year ended June, 1955. and there is
one portion on which I would like the
Minister to let us know his reaction. I
refer to page 92, the section of the report
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dealing with the district officer, Northern,
'Mr. J. S. Beharell. and his comments on
his particular area. The heading, which I
think merits explanation, Is "Employment
and Industry," under which the district
officer says--

The main industries in this district
are cattle, sheep and pearl fishing.
There is no surplus of employable
labour in the Kimberleys and, in fact,
some employers are finding it more
and more difficult to obtain sufficient
numbers of employees for their re-
quirements.

Conditions of employment, however,
still leave much to be desired. The
progress of Improvement in this re-
spect is extremely slow. A contribut-
ing factor is that all approaches to-
wards an improved state of working
conditions are in the main made to
employees and not the owners, and
although often sympathetic they are
unable to alter present conditions
without risk of severe repercussions.

The resources of this country have
been developed at the cost of the
labour it employed.

To my mind, this is the critical part, on
which we are entitled to know the Gov-
ernment's reaction--

Men have added to their worldly
possessions at the cost of other men.

Such development has only one true
name, and that is exploitation. It
should not be permissible for any in-
dustry to depend for its success In
keeping labour poor. The basis of
many social problems which confront
welfare workers in relation to natives
today is an economic one. Skin pig-
mentation is a minor matter, but secur-
Ity produced by allowing him a reason-
able standard of living can overcome
prejudice no matter how severe. As a
Christian people we will never be able
to evade the moral issues involved.

I think we are entitled to know from the
Minister, or in his absence from a repre-
sentative of Cabinet, what is the Govern-
ment's reaction to that part of the report.
Prom time to time people who have ad-
verse views regarding Australia, who are
anxious to make trouble and do not care
where they make it, seize on extracts of
that nature and quote them as fact in the
councils of the United Nations and other
places.

We know that in spite of the work and
money which has been spent by the Aus-
tralian Government in New Guinea, for
instance, we still find People speaking at
United Nations conventions and trying to
condemn the Australian Government for
not doing enough for those people. I
doubt whether any Country could have
done more in the time than the Australian
Government has done in New Guinea.
Nevertheless there are some who take text
out of context or misquote something, or

seize upon same Press statement, as the
case may be, to try to stir up trouble.
Here we find in our own State a document,
which is an official one and tabled in this
House for the information of members and
therefore for the information of the public,
which has this damaging statement in it, a
statement which I consider is not true and
is certainly not fair to the people con-
cerned.

It implies that a degree of exploitation,
which is criminal in effect if the report is
taken literally, has occurred. I am not a
resident of that part of the State and
there are members here who have seen
far more of it than I have done. But over
the last 21 years I have seen a good deal
of that area and I do not think It is a fair
statement of the Position that exists. Par
from being exploited, many of these native
people have had their conditions improved,
but I would think that their lot is not a6s
good or as happy as it was many years ago,
on some Kimberley stations in particular.
They were always noted for being happy
people, but I think a degree of that happi-
ness has gone, partly due to a transition
period.

I think we are entitled to an explana-
tion from the Minister or the Government
as to its attitude to the report. If the Gav-
ment subscribes to it and thinks it is
correct, presumably it has taken some
measure which will, In Its estimation, cor-
redt the wrong. Personally, I feel that
the report is not a fair statement and it
is a reflection on people who have done a
grand job by this State in developing it.

Vote put and passed.
Hon. Sir Ross McLarty: Not a word from

Ministers. I have never seen such a crowd
of Ministers so disinterested. They do not
care a damn!

The CHAIRMAN: Order!
The Minister for Railways: He spoke for

half-an-hour introducing the Estimates.
Votes-Department of Native Welfare.

£184,897; Labour, £14,525; Factories,
£C282349; State insurance Office, £5; Chief
Secretary, £105,400-agreed to.

Hon. Sir ROSS McLARTY: I move-
That progress be reported.

Motion put and negatived.
Hon. Sir Ross MeLarty: The Minister is

not even in his seat. That is a pretty state
of affairs! What are you going to say
about it? You will get plenty of it on the
platform.

Votes-Registry and Friendly Societies,
£C79,246; Prisons, £171,313; Observatory,
£4,539; Local Government, £34,633: Town
Planning, £E32,681--agreed to.

Vote-Lands and Surveys, £593,749:

THE MNISTER FOR LANDS (Hon. E.
K. Hoar-Warren) (12.36 amI: As usual.
this debate gives Private members a good
opportunity to raise matters of interest in
regard to various Government departments.
it also gives Ministers a good opportunity
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to make a report, on behalf of the Govern-
ment, in regard. to the activities of the
various departments.

Mr. Ackland: That was not very notice-
able on the last two or three Votes.

The T'reasurer: The member for Moore
was missing for about an hour.

Hon. Sir Ross MeLarty: He was not.
The Treasurer: Yes, he was.
Hon. air Ross MoLarty: In any case,

that is not an excuse.
The CHAIRMIAN: Order!
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I hope

it will become more noticeable as we go
on. In regard to lands, surveys and agri-
culture, I wish to make the usual annual
report and to follow the lead which was
set by the member for Vasse last year
when he took the opportunity of quoting,
almost word for word, the Premier's policy
speech at the last election. He said that
he would be able to make a true compari-
son of what had taken place since then.
On this occasion. I shall refer to the Esti-
mates as such and also give members a
summary of what this Government has
done, so far as lands and agriculture are
concerned, over the last three years. The
following is a summary of the activities of
my departments:-

Lands and Surveys.
Subdivisions are being designed, sur-

veyed and advertised in the Esperance
and Hill River districts.

Many inquiries are being received
from prospective settlers from the
Eastern States, who are anxious to in-
vest their capital in the development
of our virgin lands as pasture and
grazing properties.

The Surveyor General's branch has
been exceptionally busy owing to the
expansion of land settlement, indus-
trial development, public works, main
roads, water supply, State electricity,
and housing, together with the greatly
increased activities in the search for
oil and minerals.

In addition to the surveyors already
working in the State, including eight
licensed surveyors brought from the
Eastern States on special contract two
years ago, six recently qualified sur-
veyors will be working for the depart-
ment during the year. Topographical
and assistant surveyors are also em-
ployed.

Extensive geodetic, topographical
and engineering surveys for mapping
purposes are being carried out. Some
of the most important of these are the
North Eastern Canning Desert survey
covering 30.000 square miles, and sur-
veys under arrangements with West
Australian Petroleum Pty., Ltd., over
an area between Port Hedland and
Broome extending about 150 miles
from the coast.

The survey of the area upstreamt
from the proposed Ord River am site
being carried out in conjunction with
engineers of the Public Works Depart-
ment to ascertain the capacity of the
darn and the area to be inundated is
well advanced. Aerial photography by
this department covering the area has
been completed.

The current financial year's pro-
gramme Includes aerial photography
over about 50,000 square miles for
mapping for land settlement, Mines
Department, Bureau of Mineral Re-
sources, forestry, public works, water
supply, main roads, town planning,
and for national mapping purposes.

Aerial photography of the coast line
from Trigg Island to Cape Leeuwin,
and the weekly aerial survey of the
coast from Scarborough to the North
Mole for the Harbours and Rivers De-
partment and the university are part
of the programme.

The Nullagine sheet covering 6,000
square miles has been photographed
recently for the Bureau of Mineral
Resources and National Mapping, and
a contribution of £4,000 has already,
been received from the Common-
wealth towards the cast of this work.

In regard to the Mapping Branch
Estimates, in order to get the speed
necessary to keep pace with require-
ments, and to effect the economies
made possible by modern science in
photography, photogrammetry and
mapping, the additional equipment
Provided for on the Estimates should
be obtained. Without it this depart-
ment cannot assist the other State
departments effectively in regard to
contour and other plans, mosaics for
projects, and town planning.

It is expected that £30,000 will be
recouped for surveys carried out for
the State Housing Commission and
other authorities, and about £20,000
will be received from the sale of maps
and plans during the year under re-
view.

War Service Land Settlement.
The development of farms from

Crown lands Is progressing and it is
expected that sufficient farms will be
completed from these areas during the
next three years to meet the demands
of war service land settlement appli-
cants in this State.

Qalrdner-100 Farms
During the last year the Gairduer

project has been included in the
scheme with a potential of 100 farms
of which the Commonwealth has al-
ready approved 55 and the examina-
tion and classification of the remain-
der is proceeding.
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Already approximately 5,200 acres
have been logged and burnt and 2.400
acres logged ready for burning when
weather permits.

Fallowing will recommence as soon
as machines can be used on the ground.

Jerramungup-30 Farms:
Development at Jerramungup is

-nearing completion. Already eight
farms have been allotted on lease con-
4ditions.

Southern Project Areas-223 Farms:
With the exception of Denbarker

(42 farms) where development is just
beginning, the planned works pro-
gramme in the southern project areas
is entering its last phase.

Eneabba-45 Farms:
Work is proceeding at Eneabba.

Development includes 40.000 acres log-
ged and an additional 20,000 acres
ploughed.

2,000 acres have been cropped.
Experimental plots are being con-

ducted by the Department of Agricul-
ture.

105 miles of fencing has been com-
pleted and 10 successful bores estab-
lished.

The cost of developing and oper-
ating farm from virgin land still
tends to increase and this coupled with
the fall in prices has necessitated a
review of the level of Production at
which farms can be allotted so that
working costs and commitments can
be met by the lessee with a reasonable
margin of safety.-

The establishment of pasture on
virgin land requires time, even when
using the best methods of agricul-
tural practice.

This naturally has resulted in a.
slowing down in the rate of allotment
of farms; however, this time lag Is
now being overtaken and a consider-
able number of properties should be
available for allotment next season.

The water position on farms is
excellent and the establishment and
growth of pasture in all areas has
benefited from the bountiful rains af-
ter two previous dry seasons.

On the other hand some difficulties
and interruptions to the developmental
schedule were occasioned by unseason-
ably wet conditions making ground
impassable.

Expenditure on the acquisition and
development of Properties and ad-
vanees to settlers from the inception
to the 30th June. 1955, was £20,467,278.

Expenditure during 1953-54-tE2,631,
439 - and 1954-55 - £2,468,206 - was
well up to average and the spending
rate on development is being fully
maintained.

As is to be expected with work con-
centrated on Crown lands the rate of
spending on acquisition of properties
Is not being maintained.

The cost of State administration
from the inception of the scheme to
the 30th June, 1955, is £584,238.

At the outset of the scheme, and for
several years thereafter, private prop-
erties were acquired on a "walk-in
walk-out' basis, primarily for the pur-
pose of having suitable plant avail-
able for Incoming lessees during a
Period of short supply. The Com-
monwealth would not make funds
available for the purchase of stock
and plant prior to granting of lease
conditions, and it was therefore neces-
sary to provide State funds for this
purpose. Plant thus acquired was
transferred to settlers at cost, and
stock at less than market value. The
State necessarily accepted responsi-
bility for the ultimate outcome of this
outlay of funds, and although trans-
actions resulted in a profit on the
overall Picture, there were losses in
some cases. Portion of the ultimate
profit to date has been used in investi-
gations of settlement possibilities in
other areas, costs of which will not, in
some instances, be recouped.

The amount written off to date
and borne by the State Government
in accordance with the conditions of
settlements is £129,401.

Immigration.
Under the agreement between the

State Governments and the Common-
wealth Government each State accep-
ted responsibility for expenditure
covering the reception of British as-
sisted Passage migrants and transport
of them and their baggage from Fre-
mantle to untimate destination. In
addition the State, where necessary,
Provides free accommodation at the
Point Walter hostel for a maximum
period of seven days.

The total number of British
migrants to arrive in this State since
the inception of the assisted passage
scheme in 1947 has reached the figure
of 22,837.

The number of nominations lodged
in the previous twelve months in-
creased considerably and In this period
1,281 nominations covering 3,073 per-
sons were received.

A total of 1,303 children have been
brought to the State by various insti-
tutions.
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The State approved of the granting
of subsidy towards the erection of ad-
ditional accommodation at many of
the institutions and a further £7,000
has Yet to be paid on work in progress.

Agriculture.
The estimate of expenditure on agri-

culture amounts to £598,508. This is
an increase of £47,385 over the actual
expenditure last year, which was
£551,123. Estimates of expendi-
ture under Section 54-North-West--
total £91,621 compared with an ex-
penditure of £70,537 in the previous
year. Over E20,000 of this increase Is
for salaries. The staff of the depart-
ment has increased from 561 to 834 in
the past twelve months and, in addi-
tion, substantial marginal increases
were granted during the year. Of this
number 89 are engaged full-time in
advisory or extension work and an-
other 84 combine this form of activity
with other duties.

Another important feature of the
department's research work has been
the attention given to development of
the so-called sand plain country. The
investigations which have been in pro-
gress for a number of years into the
trace element requirements of these
soils have been responsible for spec-
tacular increases in the use of those
materials, particularly copper and zinc.
This year, for example, copper con-
taining fertilisers were applied to over
1,000,000 acres of pastures and crops
and zinc to over 750,000 acres. The
spread of the early maturing subter-
ranean clover Into the drier areas has
greatly facilitated development of the
sandy soils-but it will not flourish on
the heavier soil types In these dis-
tricts. As the result of several years
experience at research stations, it now
seems certain that Barrel medic will
be a suitable legume for those condi-
tions and the department is urging
farmers to make trials with IL.

At the Esperance Plains research
station, the striking results of pasture
development have enabled a plan for
the settlement of that area to be pre-
pared by the Land Settlement Board.

Under the heading of North-West
Agriculture, the estimate is £81,621
compared with an expenditure of
£70,537 in 1954-55. More than half
this sum is on account of the research
stations-Kimberley, Gascoyne and
Abydos-Woodstock. At the Kimnberley
research station, which Is operated
in conjunction with the C.SJI.R.O.. in-
formation is being obtained about ir-
rigation agriculture which will be in-
valuable should the Ord River scheme
be developed. At Abydos-Woodstock
progress has been made in devising
methods for handling that type of Pas-
toral country. At the Gascoyne sta-
tion the problems of the banana

grower are being investigated. Nego-
tiations are in progress for taking over
a disused hotel at Wiluna for use as
the headquarters for investigational
and advisory work in that area. An
adviser has already commenced duty
there.

At the invitation of the Govern-
ment, C.S.I.R.O. officials recently paid
a visit to the Wiluna Pastoral district.
The C.S.I.R.O. party comprised Sir
Ian Clunies Ross and Mr. D. A. Gill.

The Commonwealth Government
again made available grants of £:16,00
to assist the dairying industry and of
£18,000 to further extension work in
industries other than dairying and
wool growing. Despite some initial diffi-
culties in spending effectively the
whole of the year's allocation of the
latter grant, which has been raised to
£27,000 for the current year, these
sums have been welcome additions to
the funds available to the department.
However, it is clear from these esti-
mates that they constitute only a frac-
tion of what the State is spending in
the same fields.

The item of £35,000 for argentine
ant control is the Treasury contribu-
Lion to the second year's expenditure
of the control committee's five year
campaign. Last year 7,246 acres were
treated and it is expected that about
the same acreage will be sprayed this
summer.

Bush Fires Board.
The Bush Fires Board has been

constituted under the provisions of
the Bush Fires Act which was passed
at the last parliamentary session.
The major expenditure of the board
will be in the employment of a num-
ber of fire wardens. It is felt that
for the present a minimum of three
wardens is necessary for the State
if any real progress is to be made. The
function of these officers will be to
assist local authorities and bush fire
brigade organisations and to encour-
age them to improve fire prevention
measures in their districts. Their
purpose is to encourage and assist not
to direct the bkidies concerned in their
own areas. They are also intended
to help enforce the provisions of the
Bush Fires Act.

It is anticipated there may be some
difficulty in securing suitable officers
and in affording them the necessary
training. It will be their responsibi-
lity to see that districts which have
been regarded as efficient in fire con-
trol arrangements and have been
granted crop insurance concessions
should continue to maintain and im-
'prove that efficiency. As some 60
districts are declared "approved
areas." it will take a good deal of time
to carry out the necessary inspection&
for this Purpose alone.
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The board regards as its major re-
sponsibility the prevention of fires
rather than the development of thie- fire
control organisation. The wardens
will also be called upon to advise dis-
tricts on methods of improving and In-
stituting fire prevention measures.

Provision has been made on the esti-
mates to cover the cost of a quarterly
magazine devoted to fire prevention
and control matters. It is possible
that this publication will be largely
self supporting, but until experience
has been gained in the costs involved
expenditure concerned has been in-
cluded in the estimates.

The following is a summary of the
activities by the Government within
the Department of Lands and Sur-
veys, the Rural & Industries Bank
and the Department of Agriculture
since taking office In 1953:-

Inkpen Estate.
The Government purchased this

estate for £52,500.
The survey of 58 locations varying

in area from 100 to 1,000 acres will
be completed within two weeks.

All relevant road surveys have been
finalised.

The survey of about 52 properties,
varying in area from 15 to 50 acres
will be completed by next February.

The classification of the entire sub-
ject area will be finalised by February,
1956.

The main difficulty In regard to
making the blocks available is the
timber restriction. (Wundowie.)

Timber Royalties.
In September, 1953, the Government

granted timber royalties to landholders
who are actively working their pro-
perties and have improved their hold-
ings to at least 50 per cent. in ex-
cess of the requirements under the
Land Act.

This concession has been applied
to all landholders who have resided
on their properties for a period
of five years or more, subject to the
following conditions:-

The timber to remain the pos-
session of the Crown and to b2,
sold as at present, through the
Forests Department; existing con-
tracts (Permits) to stand, and the
landholder to be granted 5s. Per
load or 50 per cent. of the royalty,
whichever is the lesser.

The decision dated from the 1st
March, 1953.

As this decision did not cover piles,
poles and mining timber, the royalty
on which is based on a rate per foot

and not on the load, the Govern-
ment gave this aspect Its considers-
tion.

On the 30th August, 1954, the Gov-
ernment. decided to grant a conces-
sion of 50 per cent. of the royalties
on piles, poles and mining timber as
from the 1st July, 1954.

Drought Relief.
From time to time areas of the State

are afflicted by drought and in the
past there has been delay and uncer-
tainty in the Provision of suitable
assistance to settlers.

Therefore, the Government approved
of the following:-

(1) The Minister for Lands to be
authorised to declare a
"drought area" upon certifi-
cation of the Surveyor Gen-
eral, Under Secretary for
Lands, and Director of Agri-
culture, that drought condi-
tions exist.

(2) Such "drought area" to be
clearly defined and the sta-
tions within such area to be
specified.

(3) Relief to be afforded on the
following basis--

(a) Pastoralists will be re-
quired to pay full rates
for stock railed away
from drought areas.

(b) Pastoralists will not be
charged rail freight
upon return of stock to
the drought area, pro-
vided that such stock
was transported from
the area by rail.

(e) Rail freights will not
be charged on new
breeding stock freight-
ed to the station by
rail within six months
from the time when
the station is able to
re-stock.

(d) No freight concession
to be authorised in re-
spect of road transport.

(e) Fifty per cent. rebate
of rail freight charges
on "approved" fodder
for pastoral properties
within such drought
areas.

Rural & Industries Bank.
Financial Assistance rendered by the
bank to clients between March, 1953,

and September, 1955.
Rural and Industries Bank Depart-

ment.
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in the Rural & Industries Bank
department the commissioners ap-
proved of loan assistance as under:-

1. To wheat and sheep flarmers for pur-
chaseof land, stock, plant, development
and general cary-on expenses ..

2. To dairy farmer. for similar require-
merits.- .. ... ..

3. On account of commaerce ad Industrial
need., .. .. .. .. ..

4. Housing losas for erection ox purchase,
Of dwellings ... .. ... ..

5. lnstanent Credit ,oans foruchs
of household amnOits, on ical ex-
penses, and other essential needs to
citlens of good repute who could not
borrow thru normal banking; can-
nole and would otherwise have had to

highiterest rates to industrial

£

1,893,122

359.801

935,471

370,929

873,904

£i4,242,227

Bank's Agency Department.

I. Fo gena development or famis
2. Pure ofpik-up hay-balers and

side delivery rakes .. .. ..
S. Essential carry-on needs ..

Developmental Work.
Between March. 1953, and June,

1955, the bank, in collaboration with
the Public Works Department, which
department supplied bulldozers and
drivers, arranged developmental pro-
grammes for under-standard farms
and details of the work completed
during this period are:-

I New Lanud.

No. of Bcn as
Properties. BulldozingDo 

.

and Budoig dioi.
IWindrowing. onl1y.Z~

Aare Acres. Acres. cub. yds.

Agrioultutral aIreas .. .. 433 N.L 72,328 Ni 50915
Dairying awe" .. .. .. 275 1,64 432 3,356 Nit

Totals ... .. .. 708 1,645 72,760 3,356 750,915

Total acreage treated - 77,761
acres.

No. of dams excavated - 338.
(750,915 cubic yards).

Total cost of all operations--
£178,164.

When established under full effec-
tive pasture it is estimated that 17.761
acres treated under the above scheme
would improve the stock-carrying
capacities of wheat belt districts by
18.000 sheep and dairying areas by
1,080 cow units.

Group Pick-up Hay Balers.
The scheme approved by the Gov-

erment in August, 1953, whereby the
bank was authorised to assist groups
of farmers on small properties in the
south-West to purchase pick-up hay-
balers. with the object of conserving
fodder, has been well received and.
since, inception, the following figures
indicate the extent of assistance ren-
dered by the Government:

No. of bay-balers purchased 32
No. of elevators purchased 2
Total approvals .... £26,101

Rabbit Netting.
In order to assist dairy farmers In

the higher rainfall areas in their
efforts to Combat the rabbit pest, Cabi-
net approved a scheme under which

£100,000 was made available to the
Rural & Industries Bank for the pur-
chase of rabbit netting for supply to
those farmers who are unable to pay
cash for their requirements through
normal trade channels for the enclos-
ure of cleared land.

Repayment terms extend up to 15
years, whilst an interest rate of 4 per
cent. applies.

Purchases made to date comprise:-
300 miles of rabbit netting
305 cwt. of barbed wire
200 Cwt. of plain wire

Allocations to farmers total:
143 miles of rabbit netting
210 cwt. barbed wire
104 cwt. plain wire

Esperance Plains.

The bank with Government appro-
val, is continuing in the assistance of
development of the Esperance Plains
area and of the £25,000 allotted by
Cabinet for developmental loans on the
10 Pilot farms £18,000 has been ap-
proved through the Rural & Industries
Bank.

The commissioners are now investi-
gating the needs of settlers similarly
situated in other areas of the State.
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with a view to assisting where war-
ranted, if It be possible for the Gov-
ernment to Provide the bank's agency
department with additional capital in
the new financial year to meet these
needs.

Tobacco Advances Approved.

13/3/53 to 24/2/55
26/3/53 to 22/2/55
3/5/53 to 21/11/55

£ s. d.
14,422 10 0
15,390 0 0
11,505 0 0

41,317 10 0

Blackwood Flax Co-Operative
Company Ltd.

This company and the surrounding
district of EOYUP Brook have helped
in the purchase of the 1953-54 and
1954-55 flax crops costing £55,000 and
£5,800 respectively at the factory gate.
The acreage of last year's crop was
intentionally restricted following the
previous year's bountiful harvest.

in addition £8,000 has been spent by
the Government on capital account in
the Provision of fire prevention sprin-
kler system.

Manjimup Tobacco Growers'
Association

Scale & Smale Limited.
The Government has made a cash

loan of £17,000 to the company of
Seale and Smale through the Rural &
Industries Bank for:-

£
(a) Cash Advance to

growers .... ... 5,000
(b) Outright purchase

of a packaging
machine .... .. 5,000

(c) Carry-on .... 7.000

11,000

The company is to acquire 100
short tons of leaf at 3s. per pound,
paying the growers £5,000 in Cash and
£25,000 in face value of shares.

Growers are anxious to take a major
interest in the company, feeling that
their support can lend materially to
the company's success.

Department of Agriculture.
Research Laboratories-South Perth.

Provision has been made in the Loan
Estimates for this year for the sum
required to commence construction of
these laboratories (033,000). Plans
have been completed and estimates
are going forward for the total cost
of the work, which is in the vicinity
of £300,000, and which the Govern-
ment rtecently approved.

1 "

Lake Way Hotel. Wiluna.
Approval has been given to the pur-

chase of the Lake Way Hotel at a cost
of £3,000 to establish a Mulga Zone
research unit and funds have been
provided for the estimated cost this
year. A district adviser has already
been appointed and further State ap-
pointmnents will follow. It Is hoped
that the C.S.I.R.O. will also be inter-
ested in this unit. £2,000 has also been
provided for conversion into two flats.

Viticultural Research Station.
A vineyard comprising 92 acres was

purchased in the Upper Swan and Is
being established as a viticultural re-
search station.

Horticultural Research Station.
Two adjoining properties at Stone-

yille totalling 86 acres, have been of-
fered and accepted for purchase which
will be completed on 30th instant.
These properties will become the basis
for the establishment of a horti-
cultural research station.

Artificial Insemination.
An artificial insemination unit has

been established at the Wokalup re-
search station and has commenced
operations.

Newdegate Pilot Farm.
This property has been taken over by

the Department of Agriculture as a
demonstration farm in the district.

Sheep and Wool.
Two graduate officers will return at

the end of this year from a scholar-
ship in wool and sheep husbandry and
will be a major addition to the
strength of the Sheep and Wool
Branch.

Agricultural Cadetships.
Six agricultural cadets were ac-

cepted this year when agricultural
cadetships at the University of West-
ern Australia were re-instituted. At
least four cadets will be taken on each
year.

Salt.
Four additional officers have been

appointed and a boring plant pur-
chased to enable investigations of
ground water levels to be undertaken.

Argentine Ants.
The support of local authorities was

enlisted and a control committee
formed last year and have now had
one year of successful operations. It
Is anticipated that the argentine ant
will be brought under control in the
metropolitan area as the result of the
five-year plan of campaign.
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Vegetable Research Station.
A vegetable research station has

been approved at Herdsman Lake ad-
jacent to the poultry research station
and preliminary work in its establish-
ment has already commenced.

Poultry Research Station.
Major development has taken place

in the last three years.

District Offices Regional Centres.
The following district offices have

been opened:-
Officers

Attached.
Moora ..
Northam
Narrogin ..
Bridgetown ..
Bunbury ..
Geraldton ..
Manjimup ..

Total ..

4

14
.8

7

... 51

General.
The Government has provided ac-

commodation for district agricultural
advisers involving several houses at a
cost of £20,000.

That is the annual report as it affects
the Departments of Lands and Surveys.
and Agriculture. I think that it can be
said that this Oovernment in its term of
office has demonstrated its interest in the
agricultural industries, and its intention
to proceed with worth-while works on be-
half of people who obtain a living from
the land. If during the debate any mem-
bers of the Opposition feel disposed to
comment on any of the matters with which
I have dealt or to suggest any further im-
provements, at least they will know that
this is a Government which is particularly
interested in this State and is anxious to do
everything it possibly can.

Progress reported.

BILLS (3)-RETURNED.
1, Licensing Act Amendment (No. 1).

With amendments.
2, Licensing Act Amendment (No. 4).

3. Members of Parliament Reimburse-
ment of Expenses Act Amendment.

Without amendment.

ADJOURNMENT-SPECIAL.

THE PREMIER (Hon. A. I. G. Hawke
-Northam): I move-

That the House at its rising adjourn
till 2.15 p.m. today.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 1.12 a.m. (Fr iday).

?irwosatinyr (Zhutux
Friday, 25th November. 1955.

CONTENTS,

Questions:, Onslow water supply, Cane
River scheme....

Amalgamnation of local authorities, (a)
effect of Legislative Council's action

(b) Provisions of relevant BIDll .
(o) retention of powers In Bill ...

Bills:* Town Planning and Development Act
Amendment, 2r.
2r., Corn., report, Sr. ... .
Assembly's message... ..

Fortilusers Act Amendment, Corn., report,
Sr. I. . .. .. ..
Assembly's message

Retailing of Motor Spirits, 2r., referred
to select committee... .. 1.

Licensing Act Amendment (Nfo. 1),
Assembly's message .. . .

Government Railways Act Amendment,
Corn., report, Sr.

Assembly's message
Assembly's request tor confer-

once .. .- . 2217,
Conference managers' report ..
Assembly's further message ..

Pubic Works Act Amendment, Zr., Corn.,
report, 3r. .. .. ... ..

Assembly's message ... .
Prices Control, 2r., Corn., progress

arrested, Di) lapsed .. ... ..
Loan, £11,604,00, Or., remaining stages
Administration Act Amendment, As-

sembly's message ... ..
Appropriation, all stages

Close of session, complimentary remarks..
Adjournment, special .. .. ..

page

2169

2160
2160
2160

2161
2203

2166
2202

2167

2190

2190
2216

2221
222
2222

2121
2216

2202
2=0

2203
2217
2222
2224

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 2.15
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.

ONSLOW WATER SUPPLY.
Cane River Scheme.

Hon. C. W. D. BARKER (far Hon. W.F.
Wiflesee) asked the Minister for the North-
West:

In connection with Onslow water sup-
ply-

(1) Has boring on Cane River been com-
pleted?

(2) If so, what are the results as regards
quantity and quality?

(3) Uf the answer to No. (1) is "No,"
when will this be completed?

(4) What is the estimated cost of the
proposed scheme?

(5) If quality and quantity are satis-
factory when will work on the scheme
commence?
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